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As we bound towards Christmas each of us are frantically finishing Toys for the Harold Irving
Toy Appeal, and producing Gifts for our family and friends! The Buttons, Toggles and Pins
competition has reached completion with a number being sold at the’ Upmarket 109°.

What a great effort. Thank you to all who participated . Competition results are enclosed herein.

Octobers Meeting was filled to the brim with informative activity., our demonstrators were the
‘Three Turners’ David Coull — showing his embellishing machine using a router. and other
equipment. Ray Smith showed us how he made his © Ducks’ and yours truly described how
to prepare stacks of blanks with paper joints for the making of ‘Fragrance Bottles’.

‘Whoa to Go’ - Obtaining Wood - caused a great deal of interaction. David Scott spoke of

the many species of wood he has gathered and where he got them, Ray Smith — of the other side
side of gathering wood. The interaction between people donating wood, articles being produced
to say thank you and sometimes commissions to make articles.

Our Guild is renowned for helping those in need — often it is one person who instigates a project and our
members support the idea 100%. One of these people is our life member ‘John Atkinson’. About 10 years
ago John was at the Wagga Wagga Turnaround. The project he was working on was a ‘Duck’.
Babs Donaldson, who was watching, said to him “ I want 150 of those!”
When John picked himself up off the floor Babs explained why and the rest is history.
Babs runs what is now called ‘Country Hope’ An organisation supporting children diagnosed with cancer and
other life threatening illnesses.
Over the years our guild has helped John make Ducks, Geese, Storks Soldiers and other toys
for the children to embellish as an activity at camp.
As a tribute to John for his dedication to this cause we have named this annual event

‘JOHN ATKINSON’S TOYS FOR COUNTRY HOPE’
There will be a competition for the best turned out Item

The 28™ Nov. is our Christmas Break up: please hand in toys by 10.am -

as the ‘Roast Spit’ is catered for by an outside group — Please let us know ASAP your
intention to come.

Come and be among your friends — we look forward to seeing you there!

Please Ring  Arthur Sankey 9898 2544 or Geoff Easton 9874 3002

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL - DIANNA
Next Meeting January 23" 2010 1



SHOW and TELL

NAME

Geoff Barrett

Di Bermingham
Alan Thompson
John Wheeler
Reg Johnson
Val Dalsanto

Ray Smith

ITEM MATERIAL
Tooth pick Holder Red Gum
Pendant Ancient Red gum
Toy (Christmas) MDF
Bag Carrier Cottoneaster
Vase
Bowl Blackwood

Bowl Red Gum with resin impregnitated flowers
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DEMONSTRATORS David Coull

David showed his indexing jig which can be used produce spiral patterns on
turn finished work as well as aiding in drilling equally spaced holes in the top
of turned objects. The spindle bowl is an example.

David also arranged a platform for mounting on a router. Using this and his
indexer he is able to produce flutes on spindle stems.

Dianna Bermingham

Dianna showed her method of
making multiple fragrance items.
Many square pieces are glued
together with paper in the glue.
The holes are drilled in each and
the corners rounded off with a saw.
This is mounted in the lathe and a
cylinder produced. The individual
pieces are separated with a sharp
knife at the glue line and finished in
a jamb chuck. Each is finished with
a small knob and ribbon band.




BUTTONS, TOGGLES & PINS

challenge to make buttons , toggles and pins. The results for the competition

are below.

It was very pleasing to see the
response to President DiOs
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Best four Buttons
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Rick Gilks
Huon Pine & bamboo

31 mm Dia.

Best Six Buttons
Mal Jackson

Huon Pine, King Billy
Pine Rosewood

65mm Dia.

Most Unusual Buttons - David Scott B Coastal Banksia English Ash

Best Pins

Alan
Thompson
Teak
Best Single
Button
Dianna
Bermingham
Hairy Oak
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THE BALLAD OF JOHNNY A.

In 1973 the Simpson Desert had the highest rainfall of the century. The A.B.C. and
the B.B.C. decided to make a film on what happens to a desert when the rains come.
Film crews assembled in Melbourne to work with Barry Paine a film director of
B.B.C.’s Natural History Unit and John Atkinson the camera man for the A.B.C. , to
record the changes that occur when an arid desert suddenly receives so much water.
The program called “The Year of the Green Centre,” was watched by nearly five
million people in the U.K. , a record for a Natural History program

Barry Paine came up with the following when John retired from the A.B.C.
THE BALLAD OF JOHNNY A.

Where black-eyed wombats fart in green
And Desert peas blaze in the sun,

On open plains of sun-cracked stone,
By rivers that rarely run,

They tell the tale, over pints of ale,

Of the giant who rode this way

In ’73 when the rains fell free,

And they called him Johnny A.

Where corellas squawk and Arri’s flex

And the tripods run like hell,

Where batteries flatten with the speed of light
And film runs out too well,

They sent him fearless in the face of flood
One thunderous October day.

And just to go on the way we began

We’ll call him Johnny A.

No flood could drown, no snake could bite,

No bird could crap on his head.

He tamed that desert wherever he trod

Though the sands ran bloody red.

He camped on the Cooper, the sand his bed,
The moon and stars his light.

He was Burke, he was Wills, he was Sturt in the hills
Of sand, where the spiders bite.

But he slept sound, his heart didn’t pound,
Where others would wake in fright.

(....and to make that rhyme, I've got out of time
And | have to get back to the lay,

So I'll remind you again of this man among men.)
They called him Johnny A.

The next five verses will come in the next newsletter.
John’s Tough Lathe is for sale. If interested see Rick Gilks.
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