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Mount Waverley Historical Walk 
For the first time, the Waverley Historical So-
ciety has provided an event for the Monash 
City's Positive Ageing Lifestyles program. 
On 13 September an enthusiastic group stepped 
back in time with MarJo Angelico as she led 
them on a historical walk through part of Mount 

L-R: Walkers group, 'Hazelwood', 'Yolcks', 'Dillon' House  
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Waverley. As most of the walkers had not 
previously known of the Society's activities, 
MarJo was delighted to share her knowledge 
of local history with them. Another walk is 
planned for 18 November and will be in the 
Oakleigh Cemetery. Meet 1 pm at bandstand  
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Wadham House 
Located at 52 Wadham Parade, this building, originally a pri-
vate home, is now a Council property. On the strong recom-
mendation of Cr Pat Cotton and, as the sign proclaims, it had 
been acquired by the City of Waverley to serve as a Crafts and 
Hobbies Centre. 
According to the Valuation Cards in the Rate Office it had been 
constructed in 1955 but Marie Cooper says her friend Shirley 
Fairbrother had lived there and, in fact, Shirley's father had built 
it in 1948.  Whichever is correct it is one of the first homes built 
in the subdivisions near the railway station. Unlike others that 
quickly followed it was not in the double-fronted cream brick 
veneer style. Instead of bricks it has masonry' veneer walls. 
Two-storeyed, it is in exterior form a simple rectangle relieved 
only by elegant Art Deco windows. 
Joseph Fairbrother sold the property to veterinarian 
A.R.Watson c.1965.  Five years later, another veterinary sur-
geon, J. Innes, bought the house and surgery. 
Innes in turn sold the house to the Waverley City Council in 
1975 and moved his practice to Waverley Animal Hospital, 249 
Waverley Road. 
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FROM FRONT PAGE 
No  52  was  conve r ted  to  i t s  p resen t  

use ,  a  Craft  and Hobbies Centre, which 
today is used by about th ir ty groups,  
seven days a week, ups t a i r s  a n d  d o w n -
s t a i r s ,  f r o m  9 a m  t o  1 0 p m .  

One  o f  the  ea r l i es t  o f  t hese  were  the  
Sp in -ne rs  who  had  the  use  o f  a  mezza -
n ine  i n  t he  ground f loor  l iv ing room. The 
three bedrooms ups ta i r s  were  p ressed  
i n t o  se rv i ce  and  pa r t  o f  the ad jacent  
'sun room'  across the f ront  o f  the house 
was conver ted in to  a secure s tore.  

In 1975 the Council had built a 60-square-
metre extension at  the rear of  the bui ld ing 
as a Com-munity Workshop with tempera-
ture and humidity controls for  the use of  
the Society for  Growing Australian Plants, 
which were then replanted in different public 
areas within the City of Waverley. 

Sources: 
 Valuation cards Monash Council 
 Sands & McDougall Directory, 1958 - 1974 
 `Lyn' at Animal Hospital, 249 Waverley Road 
 Gerard Charnley, Co-ordinator, Wadham House 
 Lodged Plan 23915, Land Office, Victoria 
 Joan Faichney 

Coming Events 
 October: Photographic display 

at Glen Waverley Library. 

 24 October: "Show and Tell" 
a t  ou r  rooms ,  1  pm-5  pm.  
Enquiries: 9807 3408. 

 22 November: Ordinary General 
Meeting with Christmas activi-
ties, commencing 8pm. 

 26 January: Open Day at our 
rooms starting 11am. 

 Wanted: Donation or loan of 
Enid Gilchrist childrens Pat-
tern  Books (Bev Anderson 
9894  7858) .  A lso  pas t  ed i -
tions of Melway (9802 9332). 

 

Forthcoming Changes 
As foreshadowed at last month's 

General  Meeting, and s ince con-
f i rmed by the Management Com-
mittee, more variety wil l  be intro-
duced into our annual programme 
by replacing certain general meet-
ings with other activit ies such as 
excursions and walks. 

Ins tead of  on ly  meet ings  wi th  
speake rs ,  we  w i l l  have ,  f o r  
i n - s t a n c e ,  l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  
wa l ks ,  cemete ry  tou rs ,  open  
days ,  excursions, displays etc. 
every two months. 

M o r e o v e r ,  a l l  G e n e r a l  M e e t -
ings  w i th  speakers  w i l l  be  eve-
ning meetings every two months 
in our upstairs room and start at 
7.30pm. 

As usual ,  the Annual  B i r thday 
celebration is planned for a Sun-
day afternoon. 

M a n a g e m e n t  C o m m i t t e e 
meet- ings wi l l  cont inue to be 
held on f i r s t  W e d n e s d a y  e v e -
n i n g s  a t  7.30pm, except January. 

A detailed list wil l appear in the 
February edition of History Here. 

Photos and Text: Laurie Burchell 
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VALE JOAN KAPPHAN 

We were very sorry to learn of the death 

re-cently of long-time member, Joan Kap-

phan. Her funeral was on 2nd October and 

several WHS members attended. 

To Will, our very deep sympathy. 
(A longer article will appear in the February issue) 

VALE BOB MARRIOTT  
We were also very sorry to hear that Bob Marriott 
died — on 3rd October. Born 30.11.1913, he was 
an early member of WHS and a well-known mar-
ket gardener. He lived here all his life except for 
the last few years when he moved to Salford 
Lodge  

Street Name Origins‑ 
Did you know?  
Many streets in the Monash area form a group 
that follow a theme. Here is a group in Mt 

Waverley that was created with a Military 

Commander theme. These streets were created 

on what was to be a War Service Homes Estate. 

Savige Ave - after Major General Stanley 
Savige a WW2 commander 

Morshead Ave – after Lieutenant General 
Leslie Morshead a WW2 commander 

Montgomery Ave – after Field Marshal 
(Bernard Law) Montgomery 

Vasey Ave - after Major General George A 
Vasey, a WW2 commander 

Wingate Ave – after Orde Charles Wingate 
DSO a WW2 Major General, (creator of 
the Gideon Force and the Chindits) 

Note that other Military leaders have been 
honoured in isolated separate streets else
-where in the city. For example Monash Drv, 
Mountbatten Crt. 

Philip Johnstone 

Our 42nd birthday ... 
was held at St Phil ips Church Hall, Mt Wa
-verley, on Sunday 7 October, 2012 at 2pm. 

President Ed Hore welcomed 62 members 
and visitors, noting that there were 26 
apolo-gies. The hall was decorated in Spring 
colours, flowers, tablecloths etc. Anna 
Burke MHR and Dr Morna Sturrock gave short 
addresses. 

Talks were given by one person from each 
table who had brought along an interesting item. 
Kevyn Brown drove to us in his 1915 vintage 
car ... he didn't have anything small! Other items 
included: an 1843 Bible, 100-year-old bat-
tery/ light alarm clock, old plans of estate 
subdivi-sions, 1950s/1 960s tin money box 
(pennies in-side), an 1890 medallion watch 
chain necklace, set of three ceramic dogs 
(Doug Gunn said he had lots more at home!) 
and there were others. 

H igh  a f te rnoon  tea  fo l l owed,  thanks  
to  the  beaut i fu l  food  supp l ied .  Winners  
of the 13 raf f le pr izes were: ( f i rst)  Frank 
West ,  (2nd)  Nancye Crawford ,  (3rd)  Ed 
Hore; lucky Edna Farmer won three prizes. 

Thank you to all helpers on the day and to 
those who donated raffle prizes. The proceeds 
were $220. 

Beverley Delaney  

Kevyn Brown’s Ford Model T 
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Damper Creek Reserve 

T here are over thirty reserves in the 
City of Monash, but only three or 
four of them a t tempt  to  rec rea te  

the  vegeta t ion  tha t  was here before 
European settlement. Damper Creek Bush-
land Reserve is one of those. 

The northern end of the Damper Creek 
Re-serve is quite close to the source of the 
creek near the Highbury Road/Leeds Road cor-
ner. 
This linear reserve is noted for its pretty walk 
ways either side of the creek and its fern 
gullies along a tributary stream.  There is a 

bridge some 15 metres below the end of 
Tarella Drive, while the earliest and most 
used foot bridge is Middle Bridge, linking 
Bengal Crescent with Alice St, Sunhill Rd 
and the the Junior Cam-pus of Mt Waverley 
High.  

Near the bridge on the East side is a mush
-room rock table with benches behind. On 
its front it bears a bronze plaque laid in 2008, 
with a ceremony to commemorate the 40th 
anniver-sary of the founding of the Friends 
of Damper Creek group that fought to keep the 
creek as a reserve, against the Council's in-
tention to bar-rel drain it and join the east – 
west roadways either side. 
There is a series of ponds at the southern end 
of the reserve close to the Park Rd entrance 
–the last large one, before the dam wall, 
brims with wild life: black ducks, a chestnut 
teal pair and other visitors, often wood 
ducks. And usu-ally heard but not seen, 
are a large number of Pobblebonk frogs, 
making wonderful music around noon in sum-
mertime  

It was not always so attractive. To 
quote from the official pamphlet, pre-
pared by the Friends of Damper Creek 
Inc. it was, in the 1990s, ' .  .  .  an over-
grown, weed-infested strip, little more than 
an open drain'. 

`In fact the original plans call for this entire 
1.5 kilometres of the creek between Ste-
phensons Rd and High Street Rd to be 
barrel-drained and sub-divided for housing.' 

'Restoration of the Reserve and the 
Creek began in 1993. The original creek bed 
suffered serious disturbance and displace-
ment when the sewer was built along the 
Creek bank.' 

The Creek also suffered from serious erosion 
due to the fact that so much of the surround-
ing land has been covered by houses, 
roads and paths, which means that when-
ever it rained, water would run off rapidly 
into the drains lead-ing to the Creek, 
whereas before European settlement run-
off would have been slow. 

The Creek bed was stabilised in eight 
stages by installing large basalt boulders 
brought from farmers' fields in the Camper-
down and Colac area. These are easily 
identified as volcanic in origin by the nu-
merous gas holes on their surfaces. 

The Reserve extends across High 
Street Road as far as the Riversdale Golf 
Course. Af-ter that the creek crosses both 
the golf course, and Huntingdale Road, 
then wetlands in the southern part of the 
Ashwood College grounds to ultimately flow 
into Gardiners Creek. 

Judy Borg 
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OFFICE BEARERS and COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2012/2013 

Executive 
President Ed Hore 
Vice President Philip Johnstone 
Vice President Marto Angelico  
Honorary Secretary Norma Schultz  
Honorary Treasurer Beverley Anderson 
Membership Secretary Jean Walkerden 

Committee 
Judy Borg 
Margaret Boyes 
Laurie Burchell 
Pat Burchell 
Beverley Delaney 
Ray Price 

Delegated Appointments 
Archivist and Curator Norma Schultz 

Care and Concern Officer Irene Marriott 

City of Monash Council Liaison Officer Ray Price 

Database Management and Indexing Officer vacant 

Delegates Association of Eastern Historical Societies Norma Schultz & Jean Walkerden  

Equipment Officer Philip Johnstone 

Function and Events Co-ordinator Beverley Delaney 

Hospitality Team Judy Borg and Dianne Ward 

Internet Webmaster/Computer Systems Officer Philip Johnstone 

Librarian Ann Wardell 

Newsletter Editor Laurie Burchell 

Assistant Newsletter Editor Pat Burchell 

Publicity and Education Officer Ray Price 

Representative - Monash Reconciliation Group Norma Schultz 

Research Officer No 1 Marto Angelico 

Research Officer No 2 Clive Haddock 

Safety and Risk Management Officer  Margaret Boyes 

Textile Curator Bev Anderson 

Videographer and Photographer Chris Norton  

 

Dr Morna Sturrock announces names 
of Office Bearers and Committee Members 

for 2012-13 at August AGM 
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C oming to Mount Waverley after 43 
y e a r s  i n  P a s c o e  V a l e  S o u t h  
w a s  a  r eve la t i on .  Fo r  t he  f i r s t  

t ime  i n  a l l  those years we are only five to 
eight minutes walk from a rail station and the 
local shopping centre. 

But Stephensons Road with all its traffic 
gave us pause for thought. Ranked by Vic 
Roads as one of the ten busiest in the City 
of Monash, it seemed 
to us to be a repetition 
of Bell Street West in 
Coburg. In other words, 
one where no sane cy-
cl ist  would ever ride! 

Imag ine  ou r  su r -
prise when from time  
to time we actually 
saw young twenty 
something males rid-
ing along there mixing 
it with all those cars 
and trucks each of 
which was going over 
50 kph and each of 
which was at least 
twenty t imes the 
weight of the bicycle. 
How did they manage 
to do it? Then we real-
ized why - they all 
know they are immor-
tal! 
But there were other 
rasons why cycling in 
Mount Waverley has 
less appea. The whole 
of the City of Monash 
is bisected by valleys. That means lots of 
hills.  By contrast Coburg and Brunswick 
are nearly all flat, thanks to that giant lava 
flow west of the Yarra all those countless years 
ago. 
You will not see this cyclist on Stephensons 
Road. If we need to go, for example, to St. Phil-
ips we'll take a parallel route along Park 

Cycling in Mt Waverley and Elsewhere 

Lane and Smyth Street to reach the 
Scotchmans Creek path.  This is all very 
well but we are now 30 metres down below 
our start point and cannot go further south 
without a steep climb up to Stephensons 
Road. The same ap-plies on our return and 
this is why we both have an E-Bike.  But 
it still remains a great temptation to ride the 
rest of the way along the footpath that is ille-
gal in Victoria unless you are under twelve or 

accompanying a child 
under twelve. How-
ever it is legal in ACT, 
Queen-sland and the 
N o r t h ern Territory! 
(Ride On June-July 
2011). You can of 
course avoid both 
the heavy traffic and 
the hills if you use off-
road paths. 
Another way to use 
your bike in more 
distant places is to 
take i t  there on the 
train. B u t  d o n ' t  p u t  
i t  i m - mediately behind 
the driver's cabin 
where the wheel-
chairs go. A n d  o f  
c o u rs e  y o u  should 
not try to put it any-
where on the train dur-
ing peak commuter 
t ravel  t imes. In Can
-berra, where the 
only form of  publ ic  
t rans-port is by bus, 

you can hang your bike by special hooks on 
the front of the bus. When I was in Adelaide 
recently, to my surprise I was welcome to 
take my fold-up bike on the Glenelg tram. 
The conductor even helped me with it! 
Don't even think of doing this in Melbourne! 

Another consideration - a more personal 

One way to cycle without pedalling.  Laurie in a  
pedicab leads cyclists in 12 km tour of Coburg’s  

Historic buildings in 1993 
Photo:  Geoff Foletta 
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one - is how far we should expect to 
go on any given outing. When I lived in 
Pascoe Vale South a routine ride was a 
return trip of 20 km to the State library in 
the city. On four occa-sions I did the 
Great Victorian Bike Ride (600 km in nine 
days including one rest day) twice with 
my older son and once with Pat. Since 
then we've ridden once into the CBD (20 
km), returning by train. 
Last year a friend of mine, Nicholas Elli-
ott, who is Transport Project Officer at 
Moreland City Council rode to Sydney 
with his 16-year-old son, Geordie. In order 
to avoid the s l i p -
s t ream o f  b ig  
trucks on the Free
-way they basically 
followed the Olympic 
Highway, which runs 
west of the Hume. 
"We took ten days, 
s tay ing  mos t l y  i n  
caravan park cabins 
and rode about 1050 
kilometres from Fed 
Square  to  the Op-
era House. I took a 
bottle of Yarra River 
water with me which 
I (un)ceremoniously 
dumped in Sydney 
Harbour." 
M o s t  p e o p l e  
would think that us
-i n g  a  b i k e  t o  g e t  
around suburban Mel-
bourne be a slow busi-
ness  

However a trial organ-
ised by the radio station 
3AW in the 1990’s had demonstrated otherwise.  
Later I decided to arrange one myself and re-
cruited three members of the Coburg Historical 
Society, one to ttravel by train, another by tram 
and a third by taxi, the starting point to be Mel-
bourne Town Hall and the finish the Coburg 
Town Hall.  The cyclists were 

the first Mayor of Moreland, Mike Hill, and the 
other two myself and Nicholas Elliot, Moreland 
Council Transport Officer. On the date 
chosen all six met outside the Melbourne 
Town Hall. Mike rang Lord Mayor Ivan 
Deveson who came down from his office and 
said "Go"!  The person travelling by taxi had 
only to cross the road to immediately get a 
taxi while the three cyclists straightway set 
forth up Swanston Street.  The other two partici-
pants had each to walk one block to catch a 
train or tram.  Naturally they may have had to 
wait a while. My wife who was waiting at  
Coburg to greet us was surprised to see 
the three cyclists come in first in order of age 
and only a few minutes apart while the chap 
in the taxi a r r i ved  a  few minutes later.  The 

other two of course 
had to walk from 
the tram and train. 
Normally a  pe r -
son  i n  a  ca r  
would have had 
to  spend t ime 
looking for a parking 
spot but not in this 
test. He said I'd 
passed them in Syd-
ney Road because 
there are so many 
traffic lights as wel l  
as tram l ines. 
Every time the lights 
w e r e  a g a i n s t  
them I  was able 
to legal ly r ide up 
on the ins ide lane 
lane to the begin-
ning of  the next  
intersect ion.  The 
Age (19.10.2008 
and 8 .10 .2011) 
h a d  s p o n s o r e d 

o ther  demonst ra t ions 
of  a s imi lar  k ind,  in  
2008 and 2011 and 

wi th s imi lar  resul ts .  
 Taking every thing into account  we 
may therefore look forward to a cycl ing 
century.  

                      Laur ie Burchel l   

Nicholas Elliot (un)ceremoniously dumps Yarra 
River  into Sydney Harbour. 


