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NEXT MEETING
General Meeting 1pm Saturday, 9 December 

A. Y. Fitzmaurice: A Doll's House – the Story

We go digital!
H

OW things have changed! here was 
a time when if you wanted to view 
some history you would have to go to a 

museum – now one does it online. One expects 
to be able to view history from our own study or 
oice and to be able to see an item in detail.

WHS has been fortunate in that the local 
Mitcham Rotary club has donated $2500 
towards the purchase of a digital single-
lens relex camera, a specialist lens, lighting, 
background stands and a copy pod. he plan is 
to photograph as much of the Society’s collection 
as possible and make the images available online 
for researchers. 

We have had the camera gear for eight weeks 
and have been concentrating on items that have 
yet to be photographed. Initially we worked 
on some very early copies of the Society’s 
newsletters. Pictured on the right is the start of 
the very irst newsletter. 

he originals 
were on 
foolscap sized 
paper and 
diicult to 
scan, hence the 
need to use a 
camera.

(Continued 
on page 6)

(Left): Our 

photographer, 

Richard Conn
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Pat Richardson

N
OTHING much to report this month except 
that Vicki and I went up to Council and 
signed the lease for the Local History Room, 

which we have been negotiating for over two years. It 
will run for nine years and includes use of the rest of 
the complex to display the collection.

Our last general meeting for the year features 
Yvonne’s dolls house. Richard has taken photographs 
of every bit of the tiny furniture she made and 
some will be shown during Yvonne’s talk. Don’t 
miss out on this special event. Seeing that this is the 
last newsletter of the year I want to thank you for 
supporting us by attending our general meetings and 

by making me feel easier about talking in front of 
people.

We are very pleased to be able to tell you that 
Rachael Cottle, our previous secretary, has obtained 
her Master of Cultural Heritage degree with a High 
Distinction. Well done, Rachael!

Finally, it will be Christmas soon – a family 
time, so on behalf of our team I wish you a happy 
Christmas day, good luck in 2018, and we’ll look 
forward to seeing you next year.

Shayne Price, Leader of Cultural 

Facilities and Programs for 

Whitehorse Council, and Vice- 

president Vicki Jones-Evans 

look on as WHS president, Pat 

Richardson signs the new lease. 



OCTOBER MEETING REPORT
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Y
OU might drive past it a hundred times and not know it is 
there. Wandinong Sanctuary is a little pocket of bushland, 
surrounded by South Blackburn suburbia, which was 

generously donated to the City of Whitehorse in 1973 by Mrs Janet 
Hooke. She had lived there with her husband Arthur for almost 60 
years and gave the land to the community as a bushland sanctuary 
for passive recreation. A Committee of Management was formed, 
made up of local residents and members of the Blackburn Tree 
Society.

 On Saturday 14 October we welcomed Graham Bell, a member 
of the above committee for over 30 years, to speak to us about the 
sanctuary. His lively talk and PowerPoint display illed in many 
blanks in our knowledge about this unique reserve.

Just some of the historical nuggets included the purchase by Miss 
Janet Billing of three acres, three rods and 26 perches in 1913. She 
and Mr Arthur Hooke built the house there and were married in 
1914. hey named the site Wandinong and lived there, bringing up 
six children, until Mr Hooke died in 1972. In 1949 they purchased 
the neighbouring Ronley Street block and commemorated the 
birth of each of 20 grandchildren by planting a tree or shrub on it 
together with a brass plaque giving their name and year of birth.

Although Wandinong was oicially handed over to the city in 
1973 it was not until May 9 1976 that the opening ceremony was 
organised. Mrs Hooke died just three months later, having seen her 
wishes accomplished.

But the history prior to 1973 was just the start of the story: tasks 
ahead for the committee included the removal of the house from the 
site – it was old and run-down, and 
the maintenance of a building 
was beyond their means. As well, 
the planting of indigenous lorae 
and clearing of weeds and excess 
loose branches etc. (to reduce ire 
risk) are an ongoing duty. 

Over the past forty years 
the committee has had many 
successes. he practical 
elimination of weeds is one; 
the attraction of many birds is 
another. he committee works 
closely with the Whitehorse 
Council Parks Department, from 
whom it receives a small grant 
each year to fund its activities.

hanks again, Graham, for 
sharing your knowledge with us. 
We hope to see you again soon.

Chris Gray

ABOVE: The Tawny Frogmouth; 

BELOW: The North-east path

WANDINONG
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Fleeing and Felony
in 1921 to 1924. (Blackburn, Mitcham, Nunawading and Tunstall)

THE Victoria Police Gazette 
contains much interesting 
information, not only about 
local crime but about local 
missing persons as well, and it 
is surprising what can be found. 

Although the following 
information is on open access 
the names have been omitted 
should there be relatives who 
are still alive. The Gazette 
date and page is given for any 
further research.

These entries are mainly 
about stolen goods. It has to 
be considered the thefts were 
made by men who may have 
been returned servicemen who 
were finding it difficult to either 
settle or find work due to the 
economic situation. Swagmen 
were still around until the next 
world war in 1939. Some never 
changed their life on the open 
road and remained swagmen 
until their deaths.

THEFTS

Mitcham. 8 July 1921. A painter 
in Deep Creek Road had a 
soldier’s badge and garments, all 
described, stolen from his home. 
To the value of £6/10/0. A man 
was arrested for the felony on 
the 27 July 1921. 

Ref: VPG 14 July 1921, page 
480. Column A

Mitcham – Tunstall 30.7.1921. 
An engineer of Spring Vale 
Road, Tunstall, reported stolen 
from his home a quantity of 
jewellery, household goods, 
all of which were described 
in detail, and 5 shillings. [No 
further entries about this theft 
appeared in the VPG for 1921 
and 1922.]

Ref: V.P.G. 6 October 1921, page 
671.Column B

Blackburn-Mitcham. 
11.8.1921 – 15.8.1921. The 
Licensee of the Traveller’s 
Rest Hotel, Blackburn reported 
stolen from her shed,a set of 
light buggy harness which she 
details. The value £7.

Ref: V.P.G. 18 August 1921, 
page 558/568 [difficult to read.]
Column A.

Mitcham. 15.3.1922. A clerk 
of Mitcham reported stolen 
from his verandah a dark olive 
green travelling rug with red 
and brown stripes and a fringe 
at both ends. Value£2.

Ref: V.P.G 23 March 1922, page 
176, Column B.

Mitcham – Tunstall. 1.8.1922 
A dealer of Spring Vale Road, 
Tunstall, reported stolen his 
‘Robinson’ orchard garden 
plough with adjustable handles, 
set low. Value£3.

Ref: V.P.G. 21 September 1922, 
page 615, Column B.

Mitcham – Tunstall 1.8.1922. 
The perpetrator of the above 
larceny was apprehended by 
Constable G.H.Dockland, 5032, 
Mitcham.

Ref: V.PG. 29 September 1922, 
page 625, Column A.

Mitcham – Tunstall 22.3.1923. 
A fruit hawker of Spring Vale 
Road, Tunstall, reported stolen 
from his home a quantity of 
jewellery valued at £12. A 26 – 
28 year old swagman [named] 
who was staying at the house 
was thought to be the culprit. 
His description was circulated.

Ref: V.P.G. 29 March 1923, page 
216,Column A.

Mitcham. 30.9.1924. A grocer, 
The Red Store, Mitcham, 
reported a forced entry (with a 
jemmy) through the front door 
of his shop, and a theft of a 

quantity of tobacco, cigarettes, 
biscuits, butter and cash £5/10/0. 
Total value £7/10/0. [There were 
no further entries for the year.]

Ref: V.P.G. 2 October 1924, page 
708, Column A.

WIVES AND CHILDREN – 
DESERTIONS

Mitcham. 24.7.1924. A female 
tile worker of Whitehorse Road 
Mitcham charged a man with 
desertion of his illegitimate 
child at Mitcham. Names and 
descriptions are given. [No 
further entries for 1924.]

Ref: V.P.G. 2 October 1924, page 
705, Column A.

Mitcham. 9.10.1924. A young 
woman of Whitehorse Road 
Mitcham charged a 28–29-year-
old labourer with deserting his 
illegitimate child at Mitcham. 
Names and descriptions are 
given. [No further entries for 
1924.]

Ref: V.P.G. 16 October 1924, 
page 737, Column A.

MISSING FRIENDS

Tunstall. 13.10.1924 A 
thirty-year-old man is reported 
missing from his home in Spring 
Vale Road since the 7th October. 
A full description and name is 
given. He was later traced. 

Ref: V.P.G. 16 October 1924, 
page 737, Column A. & V.P.G 30 
October 1924, page 766.

Mitcham. 5.11.1924. A 
sixteen-year-old boy reported 
missing from his home in 
Church Street, Mitcham. He 
was believed to have been in 
the company of his cousin. [No 
further entry for 1924]

Ref: V.P.G 6 November 1924, 
page 787, Column A.

A.Y.Fitzmaurice
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From the



Please make a diary note and join us on the day.

Working Bees commence at 9.30am and inish 
around 12 noon with morning tea.

Saturday 10 March

Saturday 5 May

Saturday 8 September

Saturday 10 November

Please come and help even if you can only 
ofer an hour of your time.

2018
WORKING BEES

DIARY DATES 

Photographs catalogued      - 4253

Artefacts catalogued       - 4798

Documents catalogued      - 7395

Museum visitors September–October     427

          

Facebook ‘likes’ to October     -   702

Statistics

Meetings are held at the Schwerkolt Cottage and 
Museum Complex.

Saturday, 9 December 2017

1.00pm General Meeting
A Y Fitzmaurice

A Doll’s House – the story

Saturday, 10 February 2018

1.00pm General Meeting
Helen Opie

Fromelles. An illustrated talk.

Saturday, 14 April

1.00pm General Meeting
Jan Davidson

Cemeteries – In General
Patricia Richardson – President

Vicki Jones-Evans – Vice President

Kathy Innes – Secretary

Eddie Tan – Treasurer

Committee Members

Joan Hunter

Bob Gardiner

Chris Gray

Judy Hall

Peter McPhee

Rob Innes

Yvonne Fitzmaurice

Our Commitee
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We go 

digital!
    (Continued from page 1)

Lately we have started photographing an amazing 
Doll’s House donated by Yvonne Fitzmaurice. Because 
the house is larger than the “normal” doll’s house it has 
turned into a mammoth task to photograph and prepare 
for exhibition. So far we have photographed the house 
and the rooms and some 300 related items. Below is a 
view of one of the upstairs bedrooms. Note the fact that 
there is power to the lights in the house. he light is on 
in the bedroom and you can see the two switches over to 
the right.

Gradually, as more and more items are photographed, 
the images will be uploaded so that researchers can 
access them from anywhere – even the Society’s Local 
History Room, which is open every Wednesday from 
10:30am till 2:30pm.

Richard Conn
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H
ENRY Walker (born 1838), 
was the son of John and 
Elizabeth Walker who 

arrived in Melbourne in 1841 on 
board the Argyle from Liverpool. 
John and Elizabeth had ive 
children with them – George, John, 
Catherine, Henry and Ellen. he 
family landed on the banks of the 
Yarra River, where the docks had 
been built, and they had to camp 
nearby for some time until they 
could aford a piece of land and set 
themselves up as farriers. hey later 
bought another piece of land in 
Elizabeth Street (in later years this 
was to become the GPO) and turned 
this into a blacksmith’s shop where 
they shoed horses and built coaches 
for the burgeoning colony.

Sometime in the mid-1850s they moved to Fitzroy and 
Henry followed his father into the trade of blacksmith 
and coachbuilder. It was there that he married Sophia 
Westhorpe, an immigrant from Southwark, England. 
Henry took his new wife to Little Oxford Street, 
Collingwood to set up house and their son Henry 
Christopher was born there on 2 September 1861. Later 
in the 1860s Henry settled in Heyield in Gippsland 
where he worked as a farrier and a farmer. He was much 
involved in establishing the track between Heyield 
and Walhalla and was well known in the district for 
his successful rescues in the loods of 1862.hree more 
children were born, Frederick, Sophia Louise and Evelyn, 
but of these three only Sophia Louise survived childhood. 
Henry’s beloved wife Sophia died tragically in premature 
childbirth, leaving him with the two surviving children, 
Sophia Louise (“Louie”) and Henry Christopher. Little 
Henry Christopher was ive when his mother died, and 
Louie only two.

Henry married again in that same year to Genetta 
“Jinny” Norris, a close friend of Sophia’s, at the George 
Street Fitzroy United Methodist Church on 6 December 
1866. hey settled back in Heyield. Henry and Jinny 
went on to have twelve more children ater Edgar (Jinny’s 
child from a previous relationship). Six died at birth and 
three more before the age of 25. he family inally moved 
back to Melbourne and settled in Ivanhoe. Henry worked 
hard and took responsibility for the building up of the 
various blacksmithing foundries that his family owned in 
Fitzroy, Alphington/Fairield, Ivanhoe and Northcote. He 
died at the age of 81 in 1917. Jinny died a year later.

HENRY CHRISTOPHER WALKER

Henry Christopher Walker, the father of Ivan (see next 
issue), had grown up in Heyield and went to school there. 
When the family moved to Ivanhoe he became a farrier 
like his father and grandfather, and worked in the family 
businesses. He probably met Mary Jane Pascoe, his future 
wife, through mutual church friends in Northcote. Mary 
Jane had arrived aged 15 years 9 months with her family 
from Cornwall on the SS Orient on 19 March 1881. She 
worked as a dressmaker in Sandhurst and in Deniliquin 
and then moved to Northcote to set up her own business.

hey were married at the Walker family residence in 
Ivanhoe in 1892 and lived in a new house in Alphington 
ater their marriage. he irst child to Henry Christopher 
and Mary Jane was Hilda Clarice (1894). Hilda was the 
only child born at the Alphington address, but died an 
infant. Soon aterwards Henry bought his own business 
in Ringwood and travelled to and from it each day. An 
accomplished blacksmith, cartwright and wheelwright, 
he later bought a shop and dwelling on the southwest 
corner of Whitehorse Road and Rooks Road, Mitcham, 
and they moved in. Jessie Lenore (1895) was born ater 
the family moved to Mitcham. Henry Ivanhoe (“Ivan”) 
was born in 1897, Charles Fitzroy (“Roy”) in 1899, Hazel 
Rose in 1902 and Vera Gertrude in 1905.

Ken Barelli

The Walker Saga
Part One: Henry and Henry Christopher

Mary Jane Walker née Pascoe and Henry Christopher 

Walker with babies Ivan and Jessie circa 1897. Possibly 

taken in Mitcham.
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Copy Deadline for next WHS Newsletter: Wednesday, 10 January 2018

WHS Commitee Contacts
President
Pat Richardson

9837 5840

Vice-President
Vicki Jones-Evans

Secretary
Kathy Innes

Treasurer
Eddie Tan

Local History Room (03) 9873 4946

Newsleter Team
Chris Gray

Wendy Standield

WHS website
www.vicnet.net.au/~ndhsinc/

facebook.com/whitehorsehistory

Email
whitehorsehistory@hotmail.com

Postal Address
P.O. Box 272

MITCHAM Vic 3132

Melway Ref. 49 D7

The Whitehorse Historical Society Inc.
Mission Statement & Acknowledgement of Country

“he purpose of the Society is to foster historical interest and knowledge. 
To collect, document, research, preserve and exhibit items that show how 
people have lived and worked in the City of Whitehorse area.”

“In the spirit of reconciliation, Whitehorse Historical Society Inc. 
acknowledges the Wurundjeri people as the traditional owners of the land now 
known as the City of Whitehorse, and pays respect to its elders past and present.”

The Whitehorse 

Historical Society, Inc. 

acknowledges the 

support of the 

City of Whitehorse.

R E M E M B E R

Whitehorse Historical Society 

Local History Collecion & Place of Deposit
Open 10.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. Wednesdays. 

Visitors welcome. 

Ring 9873 4946 for an appointment at other imes.

Box Hill Cemetery Records &  
Nunawading Gazete for 1964-1974 

available on microiche for research.

Sender:  Whitehorse Historical Society Inc. & Schwerkolt Cotage and Museum Complex 
   Deep Creek Road, Mitcham, VIC 3132  
   If undeliverable, please return to P.O. Box 272 Mitcham, VIC 3132
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