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Keynote speaker Christine Wor-
thington of the Prahran Mechanics 
Institute speaks to an interested 
audience at the West Bourke Fair 

Top left is Joyce  from Coburg HS, and 
Bob Mackay , Lorraine James, John 
Shorten  and Denise Donnan of the Es-
sendon HS.  Bottom left is Marilyn 
Kenny, Lenore Frost and Chris Las-
kowski of Essendon HS. 
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Joy Roy and Maureen Meyer of the 
Genealogical Society of Victoria. 
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WEST BOURKE DINNER 
 
At the last meeting we discussed the holding 
of a dinner with a guest speaker to provide a 
social and networking occasion for the mem-
bers of all the groups in the WBHA. 
 
If you have an idea for a place or a caterer, 
please obtain the essential details of costs 
and such things as seating available, parking 
etc, and bring them along to the next meeting. 
 
 
ESSENDON RIVER LEAGUE,  
1906-1966 
 
On Monday 13 November Essendon MLA Judy 
Maddigan launched a new history of the Essen-
don River League by Marilyn Kenny. 
 
The River League was very active in its first few 
decades in arranging tree plantings and other 
beautification works on both sides of the River.  It 
was also the River League which pushed for the 
renaming of the river from the previous Salt Wa-
ter River, which they said was synonymous with 
bad smells. 
 
The book is available from the Essendon Histori-
cal Society for $10 plus postage 
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The Hon Judy Maddigan, MLA  on the left, 
with the author Marilyn Kenny at the 
launch in November 2006. 



NOTICE OF WBHA AGM 
Saturday 17th March 

11 am 
To be held at the Essendon  
Historical Society Museum 
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The next meeting to be held on 17th March 2007 
will be the Annual General Meeting of the WBHA.  
Nominations are called to fill Committee of Man-
agement positions. 
 
Member societies should also forward a form of 
Appointment of a Representative, and an Alter-
nate Representative, which will be enclosed with 
this newsletter. 
 
Member societies need to be financial for their 
representatives to be able to vote in elections or 
to be nominated for a position. 
 
The rules concerning the election are available in 
the Shared Files of our mc2 (My Connected 
Community), or contact the Secretary for a copy.  
Most groups already have a paper copy of the 
Rules of Incorporation. 
�

CRAIGIEBURN HISTORICAL  
INTEREST GROUP INC    

 
Has a new webpage:    
http://www.chig.asn.au/ 
�

MOONEE VALLEY FESTIVAL 
Sunday 25 February 

 
The Essendon Historical Society will bring a bit of 
Mutual Improvement to Moonee Ponds, with a 
presentation of local writers reading from their 
published works, featuring : 
 
Tilly Aston, the Blind Poetess 
Bernard O’Dowd, the Radical Poet 
Alan McNeilage, the Scottish Bard 
May Watkin, the Girls’ School Principal 
And Trooper Holt, returned from South Africa. 
 

See the fun at the Cottage Stage,  
1.45 pm to 2.15 pm 

LOCAL HISTORY DISPLAY  
March 2007 

 
Melbourne’s Living Museum of the West has 
most kindly offered the WBHA the opportunity to 
have a promotional display in their building for 
the month of March. 
 
WBHA member societies are invited to organise 
a display for their society.  Some glass cabinets 
will be available, some boards will be available, 
but if you can provide your own, that will be most 
helpful. 
 
Please come down to the Living Museum be-
tween 10 am and 4 pm on either Thursday March 
1 or Friday March 2 to set up your display in the 
main building (not the bluestone building). 
 
Please make efforts to promote the local history 
display through your own resources newsletters 
and webpages. 
   
 
WEST BOURKE NETWORKING DAY 

Sunday 25th March 2007 
4 pm to 5.30 pm 

 
A networking day will be held for WBHA mem-
bers at the Living Museum on Sunday 25th 
March from 4 pm to 5.30 pm, with the WBHA 
committee to provide afternoon tea. 
 
The exact format of the networking session will 
be discussed at the meeting on 17th March 2007 
at the Sunshine Historical Society premises (see 
page 4 for details.) 
 

KEILOR HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 
Harrick's Cottage Open Day 
Saturday, March 24, 2007. 
Noon to 4:00 pm. 
Harrick's Cottage, Harrick Road, Keilor Park. 
Cost: Donation. 
No need to book. 
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