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BRUNSW ICK COMMUNITY HISTORY GROUP 
 
November 4, 2006, 1.30 pm. 
 
“Noel Counihan: artist and activist” 
 
Mayor’s Room, former Brunswick Council Cham-
bers, corner of Sydney Road and Dawson Street, 
Brunswick.  Entrance is via the Counihan Gallery on  
Sydney Road. 
 
The Brunswick Community History Group will host 
guest speaker Dr Monica Lausch on Noel Counihan. 
All welcome. 
 
For further information or membership enquiries, 
contact Francesca on 9387 1194. 
 
 
 
SUNSHINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

 
 
 
  

SUNSHINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

RAAF AIR MUSEUM POINT COOK 
6XQGD\���WK�2FWREHU������

What’s on in West Bourke 
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 ITINERARY 
 
11.10am    Assemble at the Hunt Club to arrange care pooling
  
11.30am    Travel to Point Cook Coastal Park (25 mins) 
      Bring own lunch 
12.30pm    Travel to RAAF AIR MUSEUM (10 mins) 
      FREE ENTRY 
 1.00pm      Flying display  
 3.00 pm    Return to Hunt Club (25 mins) 
 

In early 1913, English aviator Lieutenant Henry Petre trav-
elled hundreds of miles by motorcycle to inspect possible 
sites for a flying school.  Petre selected Point Cook. This 
former sheep paddock was purchased from the Chirnside 
family and was to become the birthplace of military aviation 
in Australia.  

In 1913 the new Central Flying School received five aircraft 
from Britain and on the morning of 1 March 1914, a Bristol 
Boxkite aircraft flown by Lieutenant Eric Harrison made the 
first flight.  The first flying training course commenced on 
17 August 1914, just two weeks after the start of World 
War I. Lieutenant Richard Williams was the first of the four 
officer students to graduate in November 1914. 

A Seaplane Flight was formed at Point Cook to cooperate 
with the Royal Australian Navy (RAN). The RAAF provided 
the RAN with aircraft and crews to undertake reconnais-
sance, mapping and range-finding for naval gunfire.  

You'll find history of the most exciting machines ever built 
and the stories of the men who flew them. The latest in mul-
timedia technology and display techniques will take visitors 
back to RAAF's beginning in World War I, through to today's 
modern and sophisticated fighting force. There are hangers 
filled with superbly preserved aircraft, including a fighter jet 
hanger, jet engines and detailed model aircraft.  



HOTHAM HISTORY PROJECT  
�

Launch of Annals of Hotham Vol 5  
Pride of Hotham: A tale of North Melbourne and a red-
headed architect, the fifth in the Hotham History Pro-
ject’s Annals of Hotham series was launched by the 
Hon. Barry Jones on Tuesday 27 June, the 130th anni-
versary of the opening of the North Melbourne Town 
Hall.  About 200 local history enthusiasts crowded 
into the supper room of the Town Hall to hear the 
entertaining speeches and join author, Bill Hannan in a 
rousing rendition of the hit tune of 1876, "My Grand-
father’s Clock". 

 
Pride of Hotham is the definitive history of the Town 
Hall, North Melbourne's major landmark, and tells the 
story of its prolific architect, George Raymond John-
son, who also designed another major North Mel-
bourne icon, the Metropolitan Meat Market in Court-
ney Street. Bill Hannan, author of Pride of Hotham, has 
lived within sight of the North Melbourne clock for 
forty odd years. 
 
The book retails at $44.95 and can be ordered 
through hhp@netspace.net.au. Enquiries can be made 
through the Hotham History Project, c/o North Mel-
bourne Library, 66 Errol Street or 
info@hothamhistory.org.au   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ESSENDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 
Essendon River League Commemoration 
13th November, 3 pm, Maribyrnong Park 
(Near Maribyrnong Bridge) 

The Essendon River League was formed in 1906 with 
the intention of cleaning and beautifying the Saltwater 
River.  They lobbied for Crown land along the river 
to be reserved, encouraged Councils to purchase 
previously alienated land, undertook tree planting 
programs, south improvements to drainage and sew-
age, and raised funds for improvements such as seats, 
the bandstand, and so on. 
William Murray Pullar, Engineer for the Town, later 
City of Essendon, came up with the concept for exca-
vating the crumbling sand cliffs near the end of 
Holmes Road, and designed the wharf and terraces, 
as well as the bandstand to improve the facilities for 
recreation and sport in the area. 
 
On Monday 13th November at 3 pm, the Essendon 
Historical Society will commemorate the fine efforts 
of the people involved in the River League to create 
the fine recreational precinct we have today. 
 
A tree will be planted by the Mayor of Essendon, and 
The Hon. Judy Maddigan,  MLA, will unveil a plaque at 
the Essendon River League Pillar in the south eastern 
corner of Maribyrnong Park, near Maribyrnong 
Bridge.  Mrs Maddigan will then launch Marilyn 
Kenny’s new book The Essendon River League, 1906-
1966.   
 
All welcome.  Please indicate your intention to attend 
by ringing 9370 4607—leave a message on the an-
swering machine if no-one is in attendance. 
 
 

W hat’s on in West Bourke 
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Bill & Lorna Hannan with the photo of George 
Johnson, the architect, on the table, pictured at 
the launch.  Photo by Harry N icholls. 



KEILOR CEMETERY RESEARCH 
PROJECT 

ESSENDON HISTORICAL  
SOCIETY 
:RRGODQGV�6WUHHW�+HULWDJH�:DON�
6XQGD\��WK�1RYHPEHU������
�
0HHW�RXWVLGH�6W�9LQFHQWV�&KXUFK�LQ�:RRGODQG�
6WUHHW��(VVHQGRQ�
�
���SHU�KHDG��FKLOGUHQ�IUHH��
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Chris Laskowski (second right) with her en-
semble of Keilor Pioneers, who told the 
story of the murder of John Fairweather in 
1867 at a recent Keilor Cemetery Heritage 
W alk.  Photograph courtesy of Geoff Austin 
of the Friends of St Kilda Cemetery. 

W EST BOURKE HERITAGE 
W ALKS 
�
In 2006 the W est Bourke Heritage Association 
produced a walks brochure listing heritage 
walks conducted by member societies in the 
W est Bourke Region.   W alks were also listed 
on our webpage: 
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~wbourke/
walks.html 
 
Keep an eye out for a new program of walks in 
2007.   Member societies should advise the 
W BHA Secretary of details of any walks 
planned for the first six months of 2007 so they 
can be incorporated into a new walks EURFKXUH��

MOONEE VALLEY FESTIVAL 2006 

Members of the Essendon Historical Society tread 
the boards at the Moonee Valley Festival in Febru-
ary 2006. 
 
Festival-goers were entertained with a 
presentation of “New Season’s Under-
garments” from Luck and Rowbotham, 
Ladies’ Underclothers of Puckle Street 
Moonee Ponds.  

�
�

Welcome Craigieburn  
Historical Interest Group 

 
Craigieburn Historical Interest Group is the newest 
member of the West Bourke Heritage Association, 
and you will find members at a table at the West 
Bourke Fair. Be sure to stop off at their table and have 
a chat. 
 
The President is Mary Herring, who can be contacted 
on 9308 1335, and the Secretary is Wendy Flegg, on  
9308 1280. 



Brunswick CHG 

A fair and honest 
game: a tribute to 

the Brunswick 
Football Club 

By Les Barnes and  

Laurie Cunningham  
$30 per copy 

Plus postage, $2.50 per 
copy 

From: Publicity Dept 
Brunswick Community 

History Group 
PO Box 8 

Brunswick 3056 

Horseshoe Bend Farm 

Free Public Access 
Monday to Friday from 

10 am - 4 pm. 
 

Open every third Sunday 
of the month with a craft 

market, from 10 - 4. 
  

Horseshoe Bend Farm is 
available for Farm Tours, 

Birthday Parties & 
Games, and Private Func-

tions. 
 

For bookings contact 
Pauline on 9361 8500 

West Bourke classifieds 

Keilor Cemetery 
 

BENEATH  
THE LONG 

BROWN GRASS:  
a history of the 
Keilor Cemetery 

1854 - 1925 
 

Traces the history of the 
cemetery from 

the first burial in 1856 
until 1925 when 

the Keilor Shire Council-
lors became the 

Trustees. The book also 
Includes a copy 

of the Keilor Burial Regis-
ter 1856 - 1925. 

Price: $10 plus postage 
For orders contact Chris 

Laskowski at 
las-

kowski@primus.com.au 

Hotham History 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People and Places in 
North and West Mel-
bourne, Vol 1 
 
Men of Hotham: Munici-
pal Government in North 
Melbourne 1859-1905, 
by Local History Librar-

ian, Heather McKay.   
$25.00  

Obtainable at the 
North Melbourne  

Library, Errol St, or 
contact 

info@hothamhistory.org.au 
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Essendon HS 

The Essendon River League, 
1906-1966 

By Marilyn Kenny 
Telling the story of a group 
of Essendon residents who 
took a dirty, polluted, bare-

banked sewer called the 
Saltwater River and turned 
it into the clean and beauti-
ful riverside recreation pre-

cinct we now call the 
Maribyrnong River. 

����XS�WR�WKH�ERRNODXQFK��
����1RY��DQG�����WKHUHDI�

WHU���3RVWDJH�������

Footscray HS 

Footscray  
& Yarraville: 

A Pictorial History  
 Our new book covers all 
aspects of the story of the 

city now called Maribyrnong, 
in photographs over more 
than a century. Footscray 

Historical Society Inc,  
199 pages.  

Price: $99.00 incl. GST  
Orders: 96893820 or 

foothist@bigpond.com 

Keilor HS 

A cot-
tage 
garden 
walk 
through 
Keilor 
in the 
late 
1940s.  
 

By Susan Jennison 
  
“Cath Missen lived in Keilor 
for many years.  In the book 
she talks about a walk 
through the village, talking 
about the homes and gar-
dens of the area.  As a 
young woman she felt a 
warm regard for the people 
and places she once knew 
to be typical of this region.” 
 

$10 

Sunshine & DHS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harvester Town, 
The Making of Sun-
shine 1890 - 1925 

 
By Olwen Ford 

 
A definitive work and a 
wonderful experience 
delving into the past 
origins of Sunshine. 

 
$27.50 

 



Convenor Lenore Frost (Essendon) 
 
Secretary Denise Donnan (Essendon) 
Minutes Sec Lorraine Siska (Hotham) 
 
Treasurer John Shorten (Horseshoe 
    Bend Farm) 
 
Editor  Lenore Frost 
Assistant Editor Lorraine Siska 
 
Committee members  
Anne Best   (Sunshine) 
Lorraine Siska      (Hotham History ) 
Francesca Folk-Scolaro   (Brunswick) 
Christine Laskowski  (Keilor Cemetery  
          Research Project) 

W BH A  C O M M I T T EE 

Meetings: Fourth Tuesday of the 
month, 7:30 pm, at the Courthouse. 
 
Footscray Historical Society Inc 
PO Box 6371  
Footscray West  3012 
66 Napier Street,  
Footscray 3011 
Tel: 9689 3820 
Email: foothist@bigpond.com 
home.vicnet.net.au/~foothist/ 
Meetings: Quarterly, 3rd Sunday, Feb-
ruary, May, August & November. 
 
Friends of Horseshoe Bend Farm 
Inc 
Horseshoe Bend Road, Keilor 
PO Box 330 
Keilor 3036 
Tel 03 9336 1023 
Email: shorten@alphalink.com.au 
mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/fohb3036/web/
fohbfindex.html 
 
Hotham History Project Inc 
C/o North Melbourne Library 
66 Errol Street 
North Melbourne 3051 
Tel: 9297 3280 

Brunswick Community History 
Group Inc  
PO Box 8,  
Brunswick 3056 
Tel: 9387-1194 
Email:  brunswickchg@yahoo.com.au 
www.workforceplus.org.au/bchg/ 
Meetings: First Saturday the month, 
1:30 pm, Mayor's room, first floor, for-
mer Brunswick City Council chambers, 
corner of Sydney and Glenlyon Roads, 
Brunswick. 
 
Craigieburn Historical Interest 
Group Inc 
PO Box 397 
Craigieburn  3064 
Email: khmh@bigpond.com 
Meetings: 2nd Wednesday of the 
month, Brotherhood of St Laurnece 
Offices, 120 Hothlyn Drive, Cragieburn. 
 
Essendon Historical Society Inc 
Old Moonee Ponds Courthouse  
768 Mt Alexander Rd,  
Moonee Ponds 3039  
Tel: 9370 4607 
members.optushome.com.au/
lenorefrost/ehs.html 

Directory of member organisations 

Email: westbourkev@hotmail.com 

We’re on the web 
http:/ / home.vicnet.net.au/ ~wbourke/ 

Email: info@hothamhistory.org.au 
www.hothamhistory.org.au 
 
Keilor Cemetery Research Pro-
ject 
Christine Laskowski 
Email: laskowski@primus.com.au 
mc2.vicnet.net.au/home/keilorce/web/
index.html 
 
Keilor Historical Society Inc 
PO Box 263, 
Keilor   3036 
Email: pward@cat.com 
home.vicnet.net.au/~khis/ 
Meetings: Second Wednesday of the 
month, 771 Old Calder Highway, 
Keilor.  7:30 pm 
 
Sunshine Historical Society Inc  
P O Box 720,  
Sunshine  3020 
secre-
tary@sunshinehistoricalsociety.org.au 
www.sunshinehistoricalsociety.org.au/ 
Meetings: 2nd Thursday of the 
month,  7:30 pm at the Hunt Club 
Community Arts Centre, 775 Ballarat 
Road Deer Park. 

Members of the W BHA can advertise their events and 
publications free in this newsletter.   

 
To become a WBHA member, please contact the Secretary for 
an application form or download one from our mc2 site (see 

box below).  Membership costs $20 per year.  The subscription 
assists the Association with expenses associated with advertising 

the West Bourke Fair, and publicising members’ events.  

My Connected Community     
http://mc2.vicnet.net.au/  

Subscribe (for free) to the mc2 website, and 
then choose from a wide range of online 
communities.  The West Bourke Heritage 

Association has an mc2 online community site.  Once subscribed you 
can use the various functions to post details of your society’s coming 
events, or receive notification of  WBHA events, ask questions, view 
photos, share files, etc.  Anyone may join our mc2, whether a WBHA 
member or not.   
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MEETING 
Saturday  4th November 2006  11 am 
  Old Courthouse Museum 
  768 Mt Alexander Rd 
  Moonee Ponds 
 
A report will be made on the results of the West Bourke Fair. 


