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FROM  FROZEN  ENERGY  TO  HUMANITY

ATHEISTS’  PORTRAYAL  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  HUMANITY
RATIONAL  THOUGHT  IS  THE  SUPREME  TOOL  OF  HUMANITY

Superstition and myth permeate human history and is an embargo on rational reason

Chapter 0.04
WOMEN  AND  THEIR  SURVIVAL  ROLE  IN  HUMANITY’S  DEVELOPMENT

WOMEN  ARE  MAMMALIA  PRIMATES  AND  BELONG  TO  THE  APE  GENUS
AS  ALL  HUMANITY  DOES
Only  two  genes  separate  humans  from  chimpanzees  our  DNA  cousins  but  the  separation  occurred  tens  of  millions of  years  ago  from  apparently  common  ancestors.

THE  PHYSIOLOGY  OF  WOMEN  INDUCED  GENDER  SURVIVAL  FUNCTIONS

Although the physique of women distinguishes the human race from all other species, they have most characteristics similar to or the same as 15000 other mammalia life forms. Several different primates (mammalian anthropoids) appeared tens of million years ago. Theory states that from these mammalia proto-human primates branched hominoid types.  Most appeared to have become extinct for reasons not fully understood.

If the theory of evolution is a guide, it appears that some hominoid types with superior attributes survived and evolved into a higher class of hominid types and became the ancient ancestors of modern humanity. The search for survival sustenance imposed a nomadic hunter gatherer lifestyle for the longest period of human types’ existence. Pre-agricultural humans lived in small mobile groups as hunter-gatherers occupying favourable seasonal food supply areas. Various tribes followed migrating animals throughout the seasons.

The environment and food resources were exploited to the maximums. It appears there were seasonal camps with the use of stick, stone and fire technology. Long nurturing periods during which the young were fed with softened foods, may have been significant in contributing to forming the size and shape of the jaw, teeth and face. Softened food lessened the workload upon jaws and teeth. It is possible that cooked, softened and pre-digested food played an important role in the evolution of the physique of modern Homo Sapiens. Fire would have been significant in their survival and social development.

Developing remarkable survival skills with simple technology, ancient Homo Sapiens adapted to extreme environments, from hot deserts to cold regions, mountains to valleys, jungles to open plains and coastal regions. Short term survival planning was a daily exercise. Information of the natural environment was learned by experience. Mistakes could mean death

The successful survival primitive stick and stone technological age lasted for the longest period of humanity’s existence, and only ended in some areas of the world in the 20th century.

The innovations of natural materials also became extended organs giving humanity greater physical domination of the living environment, albeit, this took most of humanity's existence to achieve. Natural materials, clay, wood and metals are still being used.

Developing remarkable survival skills with simple technology, ancient Homo sapiens adapted to extreme environments, hot deserts to cold regions, mountains to valleys, jungles to open plains and coastal regions. Short term survival planning was a daily exercise. Information of the natural environment was learned by experience. Mistakes could mean death.

WOMEN  AND  SURVIVAL  CO-OPERATION

Primitive women evolved with an intellect capable of rational reason and probably assisted them to realise they could use stick and stone technology as extended body organs which emulated many animals and birds that used such technology for millions of years. It is difficult to precisely assess at what phase of evolution ancient primitive humanity types began using this technology and fire. It appears it was possibly before human types became Homo erectus. The great apes use stick and stone technology.

High reasoning power and a prehensile thumb and an upright bipedal stance with freed hands, gave women greater ability to devise various ways of using stick and stone technology, thus enabling them to exploit the natural environment and use various materials for tools and weapons to a greater extent than any other life form.
The instinct to use raw material resources and live in the wild (albeit temporarily) has never left humanity. Perhaps this is why ‘camping’ is pleasurable as it induces a subconscious atavistic feeling as a facsimile of the survival process of ancient primitive humans. Camping outdoors allows modern people to communicate with nature as primitive humans did.
It appears generally that in primitive hunter gatherer groups, women maintained social harmony and co-operating survival labour with men. Women were not big game hunters or explorers and warriors or involved in tribal affairs, and leadership or intertribal negotiations. These were traditions of men. Women did not develop all the skills practised by the male hunters who gained dominance over the animal kingdom and the living environment. 

The primitive social hunter-gatherer lifestyle did not engender accumulation of private wealth or create economic class divisions albeit; there most probably would have been natural leaders.

Primitive women probably did not consider their position as one of conscious subservience to males, but as co-operation for survival.

Tribal hunter-gatherer groups asserted their possession of territories and animals and may have domesticated some. This was as far as ancient primitive materialism developed but it possibly denoted a demarcation similar to the rich and poor of today. Survival skills enhanced with environment and meteorological knowledge were universally traditional and incorporated into primitive tribal law and religions. In primitive societies over the last few millenniums it was usually elders who were tribal religious leaders and maintained their status with propagation of superstition and myth and knowledge.

WOMEN  DESIGNED  RITUALS   SUPPORTING  THEIR SOCIAL  STATUS

Primitive women designed personal rituals as men designed theirs. They rarely participated in rituals invented by men. Gender culture schisms occurred universally. The physiology of male and female humans influenced their differing survival functions. Women established demarcations of co-operating survival labour with men no less important than that of the men.

Apart from women and children having some protection through numbers, sharing child care facilitated tribal bonding through a matriarchal type of relationship although not necessarily a matriarchal tribal structure. Women in communal groups formed co-operative nuclei. This does not mean primitive women's groups were exclusive, they were possibly partly polyandrous with males of their kin. The limiting physical factor of women caused by pregnancy and their weaker physiology seems to have led to male social and religious dominance which appears universal.

The physiological attributes of women established them as the primary sex for nurturing offspring. From puberty, ancient primitive women would have been considerably preoccupied with pregnancy, birth and nurturing which is somewhat more incapacitating for bi-pedal humankind than for most quadruple animals. Child bearing and nurturing induced grouping of women into extended families. Women appeared related to each other except if women were from another tribe. Apparently, fathers were not recognised until the discovery of the significance of sexuality.

PRIMITIVE  PARTNERSHIPS

Primitive males seemed not to have played a major role in communal nurseries until the male child reached a particular age and was inducted by rituals into tribal culture. Australian primitive men generally left women much to their own devices. Australian Stone Age indigenes were example of primitive complex social structures with separate gender survival roles. Lineage relationships were usually through women.
Ancient primitive men had no need to be concerned who their progeny were as economic layered societies and male inheritance of land and wealth were non existent. Nor did males require permanent partners as pairing relationships were not usually the basis of primitive social orders although, it apparently occurred frequently. Probably older individuals of each sex coupled to assist in gathering and sharing food necessary to enhance survival.

Males could hunt alone with their skills, knowledge and physical strength and usually shared with their tribe whatever they caught. This was a conscious survival action and may also have been a means of gaining sexual favours.

WOMEN  AND  THEIR  PROBABLE  SERENDIPITY  DISCOVERIES

Within a limited range of their camp environment, women using their various skills exploited their environment for foodstuffs and various useful materials. They gathered stationary foods such as wild grains, roots, tubers, nuts, berries, fruits, small animals, birds, insects and fish. They maintained fires and processed foods.

Women processed foodstuffs and cooked and may have been the first bread bakers. Women made artefacts that assisted them in gathering, carrying and storage and were probably the first to invent them. They may have been first to discover the use of clay for cooking pots. Women were probably the first weavers and first to use the stick as a digging tool. There is no evidence that women were taught all these skills and knowledge by men.
Ancient primitive women may have domesticated young wolves used for hunting and guarding. The wolves became evolved to the dogs we know today. Dogs have played an important role throughout humanity's history. Possibly wild dogs as natural scavengers were fed scraps by the women of camps encouraging their continual presence and their pups became tamed. Dog domestication possibly gave women protection and an understanding of procreation and thus probably were first to realise the cause of pregnancy. Women may also have been first to domesticate other animals used for food and work.

Women in their role of stationary gatherers and hunters appear to have taken considerable practical advantage of natural materials for various purposes. They used grass, vines, mud, stones, clay, weaved various materials, crushed and ground various foods and cooked them. They used sharpened digging sticks and clubs. Women may have been the first bakers; the first clay pot makers; the first weavers; the first to use a stick for digging; the first to domesticate animals and the first to cognise the result of sexual activity.

WOMEN  AND  THE  DISCOVERY  OF  AGRICULTURE

Ancient proto-human types and hominids/hominoids were not agricultural farmers. The significant discovery of plants growing from seeds was possibly c.500,000 years ago or perhaps earlier, that is, if the religious style burials discovered in China and England in 1993 are an indication.

Primitive pre-agricultural women had time over many years to observe their environment and notice the effect of the seasons had on growth of plant life. It is probable males never noticed the seed growth phenomenon, as they were more preoccupied with hunting and tribal matters. However, they may have realised the varying rates of seasonal growth of natural food resources coincided with the seasons as women did.
Whilst processing various seeds, it is most likely some fell to the ground and sprouted which was noticed by primitive women returning to the same areas each year. They may also have noticed nuts and berries sprouting where they foraged and where they had defecated undigested seeds.

They may have tried their hand at primitive agriculture by deliberately leaving spilt seeds upon the ground, therefore developing the first agricultural process.

Ancient primitive humanity had to learn by trial and error what seeds to plant and where and when in harmony with the seasons. They obviously realised the “rebirth” processes of plant life began with Spring which inspired the invention of countless rituals of the rebirth of life.

The discovery of growing grains led to organised agriculture that changed forever humanity’s lifestyle giving rise to the advent of private property and the male inheritance factor. Land ownership and accrued wealth gave rise to a male dominated landed aristocracy class which colluded with organised religions that condoned slavery and the suppression of women.

Male social dominance became authorised and embedded in civil law and mainstream religions over the last few millenniums. Religious ideology invented by men has a plethora of rules suppressing and controlling women, particularly since the advent of agriculture and the discovery that sexuality via men was the cause of new life humanity. 

It can be said that possibly, ancient pre-agricultural women may have been responsible for the progression of humanity to so-called civilisations and modern religions ruled by men. This brings into focus the millenniums of repression of women through phases of various phallocentric social and religious systems that are maintained in regions of the modern world. Phallocratic attitudes bordering on misogyny were and are still important dogma in major religious ideologies. Refer Chapter 23.

Hebrew slave culture and religious laws were included in the foundation of Christianity during the era of the Roman Empire and later in Islam. Western slave societies carried into the 19th century.

Aspects of Greek and Roman democracy which also maintained slavery was considerably adopted by Western Christendom countries. Greeks and Romans were usually tolerant of different gods and religions. They never thought of vanquishing goddesses as did the Hebrews, Christians and Muslims and relegate women officially as second class humans.
The hierarchies and membership of these mainstream organised international religions have endeavoured to destroy each other. For Hebrew, Christian and Islamic women, monotheism does not bestow freedom and equality. Religious law inhibits women in several ways from achieving equal status with males. Women are restricted under ‘mantheism’ which is the nucleus of Judaic, Christian and Islam organised religions.
The German philosopher, Kant said:- “Humans learn from history that humans do not learn from history.” Religionists fill this category admirably as they have been murdering each other in millions for centuries.

The successful survival primitive technological age lasted for the longest period of humanity’s existence, and only ended in some areas of the world in the 20th century. The discovery of copper, bronze and iron was significant in developing humanity’s science and technology progression. Metals gave superior advantages over other life forms. Tribes with better weapons captured territories and often enslaved the conquered.
AUSTRALIAN  WOMEN  AND  RELIGION

For millenniums women have been subjugated by males in phallocentric societies headed by patriarchal religions. The imaginary male human form creator god notion is strongly entrenched as reality in the minds of Judaic, Christian and Muslim women. Most Australian Christian women adopt a complementary role to Christian men and passively accept the authority of organised patriarchal religions.

Leaders of Christian Churches are divided on the question of structuring an egalitarian church and society based on equality and equal opportunity for women. Growing numbers of Christian women in advanced industrial countries having achieved equality are demanding the right to be equal to men in religious hierarchies. Some Australian Anglican women have been ordained as priests by progressive clergy males and one Australian woman Rabbi.

Efforts of Australian women to be members of high orders in patriarchal religious hierarchies meet fierce resistance from the phallocratic mindset of Christian males emulating Hebrew and Muslim attitudes regarding women as inferiors. Hindu, Hebrew, Christian and Muslim women in general cannot elevate to the status of high religious male dominated hierarchies. A female creator is unthinkable such is the influence of phallocratic religious ideology bordering on misogyny. However, there are goddesses in Genesis. Australian organised Christian religious hierarchies in general, perpetuate contentious chauvinist schisms.

Despite the predominance of religious male chauvinist attitudes, Christian women add considerable strength to the operations of their religious hierarchies. As willing servants of their churches and male priests; they adopted a complementary position and perform various chores. Women hold positions as religious teachers, a few as clergy, but not as bishops, caliphs or popes. Most Australian religious women of all denominations passively accept the authority of an all male religious hierarchy. This acceptance spills over into the domestic scene inducing the head of the house syndrome.

Australian religious women have won considerable personal freedom and dress in whatever style that they are happy with. There are Christian texts referring to what women should wear but, these texts are ignored by the majority of women in Christendom.

Australian women have not only forced men in general to grant them equal opportunity, but just as important, they are practising equal opportunity and proving beyond doubt, that in the social-economic sphere, gender is virtually insignificant. Where some men remained hostile, women have forced them to behave correctly toward them supported by secular Jurisdiction.

Conflicts and resistance to Roman Catholic Church policies concerning women’s status and family planning occurs worldwide. In Australia, numerous Catholic women defy their Church policies of family planning including non-abortion. These important issues were discussed at the Cairo Conference in 1994 and the opposing following Beijing Conference. Male social and family domination is embedded in male invented religious laws that subjugate women and intimately govern their lives.

In advanced industrial countries, women have successfully risen above the status of domestic chattels and improved their social, economic and political status. Religious tolerance in Australia is maintained by democratic secular law and governance that make illegal sexist discrimination and over rules non-rescinded barbarous religious laws in Hebrew/Christian/Muslim dogma.

There are secular grass roots movements in Australia endeavouring to maintain keeping religion and the State separate. This includes abolishing prayers before the opening of Parliaments and Judicial year and public schools also, to abolish religious laws of which several are undemocratic and barbaric. Toward the end of the 19th century and through the 20th in several countries including Australia, women struggled politically to win the right to vote and have equality with men and equal opportunity. Several Australian women are political representatives. Australian women won the right to vote in 1908. In some countries women have become Prime Ministers and Presidents.

In all of humanity’s history, women in general, have been and are still the most desired, loved, adored, sculptured, photographed, drawn, painted, and admired, abused, exploited and raped persons. Women generally world wide have less rights and privileges than most men. Modern Australian women have entered most occupations once considered only male domains. They have become politicians - lecturers - airplane pilots - sport achievers - medical personnel - authors - mathematicians - police personnel - scientists - architects - managers - military leaders -Trade Union leaders - priests - administrators and social planners.
Marilyn French in her book `The Women's Room' wrote:

“I read Schopenhauer and Nietzsche and Wittgenstein and Freud and Erikson; I read the Motherland, Joyce, Lawrence and sillier people, like Miller, Mailer, Roth and Philip Wylie.

I read the Bible, Greek myths and didn't question why all later redactions relegated Gaea-Tellus and Lilith to a footnote and made Saturn the creator of the world.

I read without much questioning, the Hindus and the Jews, Pythagoras and Aristotle, Seneca, Cato, St. Paul, Luther, Sam Johnson, Rousseau, Swift. For years I didn't take it personally.

But the truth is, I am sick unto death of four thousand years of males telling me how rotten my sex is.

Especially, it makes me sick when I look around and see such rotten men and such magnificent women.
These days I feel like an outlaw or a criminal. Maybe that's what those people perceive who look at me so strangely as I walk the beach.
I feel like an outlaw, not only because I think men are rotten and women are great, but because I have come to believe that oppressed people have the right to use criminal means to survive. Criminal means of course, defying the laws passed by the oppressors to keep the oppressed in line.'”#
Since these words were penned, much has occurred to benefit Australian women sociologically because of their persistent efforts for total emancipation which has been assisted by modern industrial technology. Australian; American and English women have decriminalised their emancipation struggle. Progressive women have made resistance to their demands an embarrassment for men and in particular, religious men; who want to adhere to the repressive religious laws of the Christian Bible long made obsolete by secular democratic law.

Fundamentalist religionists including the American religious “PROMISE KEEPERS” want to turn back the pages of history where women were unconditionally suppressed. The U.SA "Promise Keepers" syndrome is foreign to the CEDAW. Most USA religious men do not seem to realise that men and women can complement each other without conflict in their endeavours to achieve a minimum quality of life. Unfortunately, religious males such as the USA ‘Promise Keepers‘ would deny women’s emancipation and have them acquiescent to outmoded Christian ideology.

The equality gains of USA women have been achieved over a century of struggle against mainly religious males who did not give in willingly. Patriarchal religions are the bastion of phallocentricism. The USA ‘Promise Keepers‘, emphatically oppose women’s emancipation and have them obsequious to men as head of the house. There would be no chatelaines in the religious world of the ‘Promise Keepers’. The history of patriarchal religious ideologies, reveal they condone sexist based schisms and always have.

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  RELIGIOUS  HIERARCHY  CONSISTENT  DISCRIMINATION  AGAINST  WOMEN

Hierarchies of mainstream organised religions have always considered women to be second class humans, which is embedded in their doctrines and permeates the minds of male devotees. The religious history of discrimination against women reels back before Hinduism. Christian religious laws were designed by men to dominate and control women's lives. Other mainstream religions are no better and some perhaps are worse.
No religious law is more outrageous and cruel than the Judaic, barbarous Exodus 22:18 law "Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live" and was used by the Roman Catholic Church hierarchy under its infamous 1487 Malleus Maleficarum (Latin: Hammer for Witches), the murderous guiding principle for Roman Catholic clergy in collusion with civic authorities over six centuries by the Inquisition. Men, women and children were imprisoned, tortured and burnt at the stake in unknown numbers. Witch hunts were common.

The Exodus 22:18 should be declared illegal by the United Nations. Pope Gregory IX began the inquisitions in 1233. The Holy Inquisitions headed by the Roman Catholic Church, became the greatest terrorist body of Christendom until 1832.

The Holy Inquisition wound down in 1836 and was renamed ‘The Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith’. It requests dissidents to face it to submit reasons for their actions. They no longer fear being cruelly tortured and burnt at the stake. Catholic ultra conservative, Cardinal George Pell is reported to be a member of ‘The Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith’ headed by Pope Ratzinger. ‘The Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith’ is now structured for hierarchy on behalf of the Roman Catholic Church, to invoke bans and excommunications in efforts to stifle freedom of expression and dissension in order to maintain its world status.

Religious laws prevailed dominantly as laws of the State in Christendom until the 1800’s. From this period, secular laws have become predominant marginalizing religious laws in many countries including Australia. However, religious rituals are conducted throughout various State institutions including parliaments in most Christendom countries.

Roman Catholic Church centuries of persecution of women led by the Holy Inquisition, brought women of Christendom into line as obsequious members of the Roman Catholic Church and coerced them to live in a world of self-deception (belief in an imaginary Judaic misogynist god, angels and demons).
Most Catholic women strongly defend their belief because they have been mind conditioned to do so from childhood, and consider it unthinkable to challenge their belief. But the ‘CONTRACEPTIVE  PILL’ has defeated the hierarchy of the Roman Catholic Church and given freedom to millions of Catholic women.

Within Christendom, women were and are still persuaded to acquiesce to man made religious laws. There appears to be no religious laws made by women. Lying theologians teach that man made religious laws are the word of their god. Their god in reality is a figment of ingenious abstract imagination. The Roman Catholic Church still discriminates against women, which is against the UN Human Rights Charter and CEDAW.

The Roman Catholic Church doctrine of creation has not left the Dark Ages of superstition in this age of developing enlightenment. There is no empirical or natural law evidence to support the actual existence of thousands of gods that have come and gone over the millenniums. The fact that there were so many and most have disappeared is indicative of their invention.

A  CRUEL  JUDAIC  LAW  USED  BY  THE  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH

The Late Pope, John Paul II wrote:- “You shall not permit a female sorcerer to live.” This changed nothing of the horrific Exodus 22:18 law that remains as a sword of Damocles over millions of Roman Catholic women. This ancient Jewish law is not acceptable in this modern ‘Age of Enlightenment’ and should be declared illegal. So be warned all female magicians including magician David Copperfield’s female assistants. Malleus Maleficarum still exists and was ratified by the Late Pope John Paul II and is condoned by Pope Benedict.
The Genesis Exodus 22:18 law could still be used for authorising murder of women within a theocratic State. Christian male priests have the arbitrary responsibility to define magic and sorcery. Children and males called warlocks are not included. Apparently, Popes can alter their god's word (law), but not rescind their god's law. These pathetic religionists are really serious.
In some Muslim controlled countries, flogging, incarceration without trial, body mutilation and hanging and stoning in public of Muslim women prevails as punishment for disobedience, adultery, theft or pre marital-sex. Even if women are raped they are usually blamed and imprisoned, such is the absurdity and injustice of Islam law in some Muslim countries.

People are still killed during the practice of exorcism condoned by certain Christian cults in Australia. In the early 1990's, an Australian woman died during exorcism in Victoria. In January 1996, a mother was found in the act of exorcising her naked children on the side of a Victorian highway. Victoria police claim they have evidence of unusual religious cults.
ORGANISED  RELIGIONS’  CONSPIRACY  AGAINST  WOMEN

At the 1994 CAIRO CONFERENCE on the question of abortion and birth control, Islam and Roman Catholic representatives voted against women having full rights to their bodies. The patriarchal Roman Catholic hierarchy has not abdicated its psychological repression of women members. Because of the stance of the Roman Catholic Church on abortion and family planning, millions of women suffer miserable poverty and continuous pregnancies. In some religious domains, severe restrictions are placed upon women to ensure they remain chaste and obedient, including clothing covering them from head to foot.

Every year, the genitalia of some millions of female children are mutilated (clitoridectomy), to destroy or mitigate their sexual pleasure in order that they may not be tempted by other men when they are married or even before marriage. Many die from FGM operations. Many die from crude FGM operations which are banned in Australia.

Religious hierarchies holding state authority can invoke religious laws that involve the death penalty for women apostates and non-believers.

CONFIRMING  THE  INFALLIBILITY  OF  POPES  WHO  RULE  A  PROFIT  MAKING  RELIGIOIUS  INDUSTRY - THE  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH

The Second Vatican Council opened with Pope John XXIII, October 11, 1962 and ended with Pope Paul VI December 8, 1965. Some future pontiffs took part in opening session. Cardinal Giovanni Battista Montini became Paul VI; Bishop Albino Luciani became Pope John Paul I; Bishop Karol Wojtyła, became Pope John Paul II, Joseph Ratzinger, the head of the ‘The Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith’, became Pope Benedict XVI.

THE  APOLOGETIC  LATE  POPE  JOHN  PAUL II
Non-rescinded barbaric religious laws make absolute mockery of the late Pope John Paul's apologies for `past' sins of the Roman Catholic Church which continues its discrimination against women on family planning matters and maintains phallocratism, sexism, and inhibits their equality and equal opportunity.

It is not possible to forgive the late Pope John Paul II when he and his Church did not rescind religious barbarous laws If Pope John Paul II had rescinded all Roman Catholic barbarous religious Scripture, he may have been given some credibility for his apology.
However, apologies are too late for scores of thousands of victims who suffered so much under the infamous terrorist organisation calling itself the Roman Catholic Church. To remove the lingering terrorist status it must totally rescind inhuman and discriminatory religious laws.

A Pope of integrity would have demanded change to the Roman Catholic Church discriminatory laws and policies it met anti-discrimination criteria set as a global social paradigm by the United Nations’ Resolution, namely, CEDAW. The late Pope should have demanded further change, so that he and his acolytes meet the anti-discrimination criteria as a paradigm segment of modus vivendi set by the United Nations’ Resolution of CEDA.

THE  VATICAN  AND  WOMEN

The Atheist Foundation of Australia Inc. In its - "Atheist Newsletter" April 2000, was a printed snippet on Sister Lavina Byrne written by Victoria Coombe of "The Weekly Telegraph" - Wednesday, March 2000.

Sister Lavina Byrne (feminist theologian) said she was leaving her religious order after 35 years of service because of alleged bullying from the Vatican.
The conflict began over Sister Byrne's book "Women at the Altar". She argued that women should be allowed to become priests and that married Catholics should be permitted to use contraception."

The Late Pope John Paul II’s apology brought to public attention that little has changed regarding the status of women in the Roman Catholic Church. A woman as pope? Perish the thought! The Pope’s apology barely referred to women. Organised Judaic based religion still perpetuates inequality.
A Sydney Anglican Archbishop, Peter Carnley, caused division in his Church because of his progressive thinking (theologically speaking) towards women, whom he apparently respects as equals, at least in church jurisdiction. He has ordained 10 women priests. The Anglican Melbourne Archbishop Watson, who replaced the position vacated by Keith Raynor, also agrees women have the right to be priests. There are now several women Anglican Bishops in Australia and one woman Rabbi.
The outcome of equal opportunity struggles for women may not necessarily lead to absolute equality status in the dollar driven materialist society, controlled by the global corporate sector. Christian hierarchies have a history of closely collaborating with the rich and powerful, including despots. Organised religion rarely supports ordinary people and particularly women, from whom it usually demands absolute obedience.
Today's Australian social environment for women tends to be symbiotic with Secular Democracy and democratic personal freedom. The efforts of many Australian women over decades, has assisted creating an egalitarian sociological environment that organised religion execrates.
As Australian women assert themselves as equals in the sociological sense and work place, clergy and their religious dogma continue to be less influential in women's thinking and lifestyles. Emancipation is inexorably gaining women full equality of opportunity and justice. Women’s emancipation struggles are not over yet. They still face strong resistance from the religious male fraternity. Women have much to do in the parliamentary arena to establish their rights to determine family planning. Their main opposition consists of religious male and female parliamentarians.

The chattel status of women is not officially tolerated in Australia. Nor is violence or the threat of violence or verbal abuse against women by men. Millions of women live with the threat of physical and mental violence from religionist males. To avoid it they usually tend to be compliant. Religious women’s subservience usually becomes a traditional way of life. The necessary need of safe houses in Australia for women, are evidence of male violence.

Australian women have largely to overcome ancient misogynist religious dogma that regards women as virtual chattels. Australian women can refuse to submit to men using religious based ploys in endeavours to prevent them making personal decisions concerning their bodies, family planning and intellectual expression or seeking a career. Australian Cardinal George Pell would probably not agree. Certainly, the Judaic and Christian, Muslim and Hindu fundamentalists do not.
HOW  FAR  MODERATION  WITH  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  POLICIES  ON  WOMEN’S  ISSUES?

The Roman Catholic Church has always insisted the women’s place is in the home nurturing several children. The continuing growing absence of people going to church and lowering birth rates in Christendom, particularly in Italy, Spain, Holland, Germany and South American States and Australia has caused the Roman Catholic Church in the 21st century to realise, that millions of Roman Catholic women have been defying its family planning edict for decades and use family planning methods and are opting for careers rather than poverty.
Enlightenment in industrial advanced countries is continuing to become more prevalent. Christendom women in advanced industrialised countries are taking advantage of the weakening religious influence in their lives and in particular, the Roman Catholic Church.
During the Second Vatican Council, the Roman Catholic Church began moderating its stance on several women’s issues. It is being inexorably coerced to change or modify some phallocratic based dogma influenced by the ongoing increasing enlightenment campaign disseminating throughout advanced industrialised countries. In 2004, the Roman Catholic Church consented to Catholic women having careers. This was an admission of the hierarchy awareness that millions of Catholic women have chosen full time careers. Women are a necessary work force in modern expanding industrialism and in most vocations, women are important as men.

USA  WOMEN  EMANCIPATION  STRUGGLES

The USA's ongoing pot pourri, of internal political and economical, religious, moral and ethical conflicts, include feminist struggles against organised male and women religionists.

The economic system and social engineering and religious ideological changes will be required to establish the full emancipation of USA women who often still have to contend with the resistance and cowardice of religious fundamentalists.

Millions of women have reached a higher status level in the latter decades of the 20th century in advanced industrial countries. Feminism is only a part of an ongoing sociological history of women that has yet to reach calmer waters.

USA women have fought hard to gain male recognition of their sociological equality and work harder still to practice it. It is difficult for males to eradicate the fear factor of competition from women. Women want equality and co-operation, not competition.

Women are increasing their demand for a more egalitarian society. They are applying unrelenting pressure on all men to recognise and accept women as their equal partners. In an increasingly burgeoning technological society, feminism is underwriting a historically difficult phase in creating a higher USA democratic social order of sociological equality. This is not a structuring for a competitive social order for supremacy.

RELIGIOUS  MALE  ATTITUDES

Millions of males hide behind a veil of religious ideology claiming that Feminism’ is responsible for sociological problems involving family breakdowns. They deliberately obfuscate the fact that social injustice for women is a major element of overall social problems usually caused by economic disadvantage and phallocentric attitudes.

Women in the workforce cannot be blamed for family disintegration, any more than men can. Women want to save themselves from being a statistic of a poverty class, and to raise their quality of life and be independent of male vicissitude moods and fluctuating fortunes, which they suffer with men.
During two major horrific World Wars, 1914-18 and 1939-45 and in their aftermath, millions of women became skilled industrial and office workers and took the place of millions of men killed and disabled. In the post Second World War industrial electronic technology expansion, women prepared themselves for admittance to the modern electronic age workforce and have proved their capability.

Modern industrialisation required higher education of women. This has helped women gain an established place in the workforce, in science research, technology development, the medical fraternity and education which has given women a status of economic independence and an important economic entity.
The competitive mode of modern industrialism has become the epitome of modern existence. To a considerable extent, men and women are in an unwanted milieu of personal competition in all occupations. This social divisive competitive factor should be eliminated. Equal opportunity should be based on qualifications and attributes of input that benefit humanity
Within competitive global economics called a competitive free market system, cheaper female and child labour is ruthlessly exploited in several countries. Many receive a bare living wage. Many working women feel subjugated by males. `It's a man's world' is a common colloquialism.

Many women in industrial developed countries suffer physical violence from males and every year, thousands are bashed and raped. Their suffering en masse in one year in the USA is greater than the harm done to people caused by global acts of terrorists.
The USA has a plethora of secular laws giving women equal opportunity, various rights and protection from male injustice. This presents an indictment against many religious males that incites them to shift to extreme conservatism, which invokes ancient primitive religious ideology to defend their hallowed phallocratic status and oppression of women. In various regions of Christendom, social phallocentricism is diminishing together with the status of organised patriarchal Christianity with the increase of enlightenment and secularism.
The Roman Catholic Church is a big loser in Spain. Globally, it extracts government funds from every country it is established in. The Roman Catholic Church uses it membership as a political blackmailing weapon against governments. The Roman Catholic Church should support the Spanish democratic government. It supported a despot, General Franco, who was an ally of Hitler. The Spanish government is enhancing the emancipation endeavours of the Spanish women.

SPANISH  AND  FRENCH  WOMEN
There has been a general groundswell movement of Spanish women demanding higher status in the workplace, government, medical fields and education. In 2006, the Spanish government legislated for the separation of the Church and State and banned government funds being distributed to organised religions. The Roman Catholic Church is the big financial loser.

Thousands of Spanish mothers are supporting or are active in the GREEN SCARF organisation dealing with the severe drug problems amongst their children. They have exposed bureaucratic corruption, and work to resolve various sociological problems.

In France, women have formed THE FRIENDS OF HOPE MOVEMENT to combat social problems. French women barely exist in the political scene. A mere 6% of women make up the French Assembly. Some professional French women have formed a women's organisation called CLUB L, which meets regularly to discuss French women's problems and campaigns.

SWEDISH  WOMEN
Swedish women have achieved a relatively equal status. Nine out of ten women have professions. However, less than 10% occupy top managerial positions, often at a lower salary base. On the political scene, 40% of politicians are women and 50% of cabinet ministers are women.
Many Swedish women are able to do a lot of their career work from their home. Within flexible work hours, women are better able to reconcile their private and professional lives. This is becoming more common in advanced industrial countries, although not as yet practised by a majority or working women, especially those in factories and services.
There are growing women's movements in Egypt, India, Somalia and Argentina, struggling for greater emancipation. These women’s organisations are linked and support each other. They are organising to achieve a higher social status and equality of millions of women in Christendom. Their most difficult obstacles are religious males and poverty.

SOME  NOTABLE  WOMEN'S  ACHIEVEMENTS
In 1893 New Zealand women were the first in the world to win the right to vote

In 1894 South Australian women of property were ‘given’ the right to vote

In 1902 Australian women in general won the right to vote.

In 1903 a Melbourne woman, Vida Goldstein, was supported by THE WOMEN'S POLITICAL ASSOCIATION as a candidate for Federal Parliament

In 1903 Women's Social and Political Union was formed in England led by Mrs Emmiline Pankhurst

In 1906 Suffragettes were goaled in England and Finnish women won the right to vote

In 1907 Finnish women obtained the right to vote

In 1907 women in New Zealand able to nominate for election to Legislative Council

In 1908 Mrs Pankhurst and her daughter Christobel goaled

In 1913 Mrs Pankhurst on trial for exploding a bomb and Norway won the right to vote

In 1913 English suffragette Emile Davidson, was killed when grabbing at the reins of Anmer, the King's horse

In 1919 Lady Astor was the first Englishwoman Member of Parliament

In 1920 the Australian National Council of Women demanded four fifths of male public servant wage and the USA women won the right to vote

In 1920 Oxford University conferred degrees upon women graduates for the first time. The first to receive her degree was Mrs Ivy Williams

In 1921 a West Australian woman, Edith Cowan, became first woman member of an Australian parliament

In 1923 Margaret Bondfield became the first woman Cabinet Minister in England

Mrs Lyons and Mrs Dorothy Tagney were the first women members of the Australian Federal Parliament

In 1926 An American woman, 18 years old Gertrude Ederle, was the first woman to swim the English Channel

In 1928 An American woman aviatrix, 29 years old Amelia Earhart, was the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic

In 1930 Amy Johnson was the first woman to fly solo from England to Australia

In 1946 the Melbourne City Council Licensed Vehicles Committee declared - `Ladies no longer wanted as taxi drivers'

In 1947 Mrs Mabel Howard became the first woman member of New Zealand Cabinet

In 1957 Australian Unions campaign for equal pay for women workers

In 1963 a Russian woman Valentina Tereshkova, was the first woman to enter space

In 1965 Roma Mitchell became first Australian woman judge

In 1971 Australian, Dame Annabelle Rankin, became the first woman High Commissioner to New Zealand

In 1971 the Australian Women's Liberation Movement disrupted an ACTU conference in Melbourne

In 1972 Australian Germain Greer visited Australia to promote her book `The Female Eunuch'

In 1975 a Royal Commission on government administration stated that women in the Public Service work in poor conditions and are under paid

In 1980 an Australian woman, Debora Wardley, became the first woman commercial pilot for Ansett

In 1981 an Australian woman, Pat O'Shane, was the first Australian indigene woman to be appointed head of a State Department - and was the first Australian indigene woman to be admitted to the Bar

In 1982 the Australian census reveals there were more women than men

In 1983 male members of all male Melbourne Cricket Club voted to admit women as full members

In 1986 French feminist, Simmone de Beauvoir, died, aged 78 years

In 1996 Madeleine Allbright became the first woman Secretary of State in United States of America
At the end of 1996, governments in eight countries were headed by women.

In May 1997, Amnesty International printed and distributed a letter from a member of the Anti-Slavery Society, Melbourne, Australia, about the contents of an Anti-Slavery Society report, which dealt with the slavery of women in various regions of the world.

In essence it stated that thousands of young girl children are taken into slavery as sex workers. This is ongoing.

They are made to work and from the age of eight years, they are continually beaten and raped, resulting in continuous pregnancy. These women have no hope of escape from their bondage to males and have nothing of Human Rights.
In November 1997, photographs of naked and tortured East Timorese women, taken by the Indonesian military who committed the tortures were released to the world.

Many women in Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have difficulty to be intellectually free to express them selves and achieve self-independence.

The situation for women during the period of Taliban governed areas of Afghanistan was extreme in that, they were little more than sex and domestic slaves without access to education, universities and not allowed to work. For many women of Afghanistan since the American invasion, little has changed. There is still Taliban activity in Afghanistan.

The arduous and long struggle for women to be treated equally is ongoing against conservative religious males who adhere to the phallocratic attitude.
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COMMENT:- CHILD  MARIAGE  IS  CHILD  RAPE  BY  ADULT  MUSLIM  MALES  WHO  ARE  REGARDED  AS  PAEDOPHILES  IN  CHRSTENDOM
It is difficult to comprehend why adult Muslim males want to rape children. It is an ancient practice that has been made illegal in Christendom and Muslim paedophiles who disregard the “Rights of the Child” would be severely punished. The soir disant Muslim Prophet Mahomet had a child bride of 9 years old given to him when she was 6 years old by her father, who was Mahomet’s uncle. Mahomet was 59 years old when he married Aisha and she was 13 years old when he died at 63 years old. He apparently had no control over his concupiscence as he had several wives including one he had taken from an adopted relative. This information was recorded by Muslim scribes and appears in Islamic literary works eulogising Mahomet. Refer Chapter 17.

Muslim paedophiles are common in several Muslim dominated regions. They appear to have no control over their concupiscence was the case of Mahomet. In Iran, some Muslim males want a law ratified to marry child girls of nine years of age thus emulating Mahomet. # 
ALTHOUGH  THE  PAKISTAN  GOVERNMENT  RATIFIED  “CEDAW”  - DISCRIMINATION  IS  PREVALENT

An estimated 30% of all marriages in Pakistan involve child brides which are criminal acts against children by Muslim males.
By Zofeen Ebrahim
Extracted from The “REALNEWS” on the Internet March 2009.
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HUMAN  RIGHTS   FOR  CHILDREN  IN  PAKISTAN

Child  Marriages  Mock  Laws  and  UN  Conventions

KARACHI, Mar 8 (IPS) - All of seven, Perween sat on a string cot in her bridal finery, awaiting the big moment. She looked a little confused and peered from under her big, red shawl to see what the fuss was all about.

To Perween, things were not too different from the marriages she would arrange for her dolls. And then the henna patterns drawn on her tiny palms for the occasion and the red glass bangles on her arms looked pretty.

In her remote village, in the Sanghar district of Sindh province, no one seemed even remotely aware that the marriage, conducted on Nov. 23, 2008, was illegal. Rubina, 25, had watched the proceedings silently, knowing only too well what was in store for the unsuspecting Perween. Rubina was herself married off, at the age of 10, to a 45-year-old man - then already married and father of five children.

"Far from asking me if I was ready for marriage, I wasn’t even told I was being married off to someone old enough to be my father," said Rubina. Uneducated, immature and physically weak, with her body not even fully developed, Rubina said she had no idea that the relationship involved intergenerational sex. "We don’t talk about sex with our daughters. It’s not considered right," she said shyly.

Neither Rubina’s parents nor anyone in the village seemed aware that child marriage is an offence. Child or early marriage refers to any marriage of a child younger than 18 years old, according to Article 1 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, which Pakistan signed in 1990.

The U.N. Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), to which Pakistan acceded in 1996, mentions the right to protection from child marriage in Article 16. It states: "The betrothal and the marriage of a child shall have no legal effect, and all necessary action, including legislation, shall be taken.”

In addition, Pakistan’s Muslim Family Law states that, in a marriage, a girl must be at least 16 (age of puberty) and must give her consent. There is a Child Marriage Restraint Act, dating back to 1929, which has never been implemented and remains in the statute books.

In March 2004, the Law and Justice Commission came out with a draft amendment to the Pakistan Penal Code seeking to penalise the act of offering or accepting a woman against her free will, or any child in marriage by way of compensation. That amendment was never passed and estimates say that 30 percent of all marriages fall into the category of child marriage. Often the child bride is forced into sexual activity with her husband when she is not physically and sexually mature.

"This can have severe health consequences," said Shershah Syed, a gynaecologist and leading rights activist. "My husband forced himself upon me that night and every night after that," Rubina narrated, her eyes clouding. "I was so ashamed I couldn’t tell anybody, but I remember, by night time, I’d be so scared, I’d get fever."Syed says what is happening is nothing short of "child sexual abuse". "I see such cases every day in the hospital and this is a custom not peculiar to remote and conservative villages alone, but prevalent in a cosmopolitan and modern city like Karachi."
Syed says parents often bring in their young girls, "some as young as 11 or 12 with vaginal tear" after being initiated into sex. "I know these girls are newly married by the mehndi [henna] on their hands," said Syed. In most cases, early pregnancy follows early marriage, said Syed. "For a young mother, the risks associated with pregnancy become four-fold,’’ he said. These include heavy bleeding, fistula, anaemia and eclampsia.
There is evidence that obstetric fistula can also be caused by early intercourse associated with child marriage, and there is a strong co-relation between a mother’s age and maternal mortality. According to Dr. Feryal Fikree, a Pakistani researcher with the Population Reference Bureau, child marriage is a gross violation of women’s rights. "The girls’ social development is compromised," said Fikree.
Fikree said girls married off early are less likely to complete their education and often suffer from poor health because they are burdened with heavy domestic chores and the pressure to reproduce.

Perween, like Rubina, was never asked if she wanted to marry. Her father saw no need for that. And then hers was an ‘exchange marriage’. Her elder brother, Riaz Hussain, was in love with Bushra, sister of Zahid Ali, and the only way to get her hand in marriage was to give away his seven-year-old sister in exchange to the 40-year-old widower Ali.
When the media got wind of this child marriage it was highlighted on local TV channels and reported in Sindhi language newspapers. The government remained indifferent and took no action. 

Ali, like Rubina’s husband, has two children from his previous marriage.

In various regions of Pakistan, Muslim men in keeping with medieval customs in complete negation of the principles of Islam that supposedly accorded women basic rights, men still consider women as their property.

A father may literally ‘sell’ off a daughter to pay off loans from the bride money he receives from the son-in-law. Often, family feuds are settled by giving away daughters or sisters (some as young as a few months old) to the enemy camp, in a custom called ‘swara’ or ‘vani’.

Three years ago, in a village in Shikarpur, in Sindh, a tribal jirga (council), ordered a father, Mohammad Ramzan, to hand over two daughters - aged nine and one as compensation for the three buffaloes he had acquired. Luckily for the girls, the Sindh High Court intervened and barred the transaction.

According to a report ‘Situation of Violence Against Women in Pakistan,’ launched in February 2009 by the Aurat Foundation, a prominent women’s rights group, 25 incidents of vani were reported in the media in 2008. However, experts say these statistics are just the tip of the iceberg as the majority of cases go unreported.
AFGHANISTAN

In Afghanistan, many young Muslim girls from pre-teenage years onwards are forced into sexual relationships with older Muslim males. When they try to escape from this situation, they can be accused of a sexual crime and incarcerated by the government for varying periods. When young Afghan girls are raped by coward Muslims, they are accused of a sexual crime and incarcerated for a period. The coward guilty Muslim males are not charged.

MUSLIM  PAEDOPHILE  COWARDS  RAPE  CHILDREN

It is time for all women of the world to organise international protests and demand emancipation for oppressed Muslim women. It has become necessary to introduce laws to punish Muslim male paedophile cowards who are protected by their religious law against being prosecuted for their paedophile acts. It is difficult to think of a more heinous crime than raping a child. These Muslim paedophile cowards hide behind the veil of their religion and deserve no mercy.
