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The present level of participation in school’s competitions has been pleasing. In particular the increased level of participation from Melbourne schools. The level of entries in the younger age levels will hopefully lead to an increase for the future. The number, or rather lack of number of entries in girl events is still of concern. Coaches need to be encouraged to bring girls to add numbers and therefore depth.

Many of our elite athletes have come through the schools system. This valuable source of talent is being developed through Pieter’s hard work, and now with Gerry Adams coaching at schools, we should see even larger numbers of skilled fencers developed. It is pleasing to see that VAFA is supporting the coaches to develop new schools; I am convinced that this is a major part of our sport’s future. The difficult thing here is having enough quality coaches who are available to coach at schools.

The current arrangement of weapons needs to be reviewed in the upcoming year. Presently with the U-20 division the sabre is first followed by foil and finally by epee. We have experimented with promoting sabre by timetabling it first and not charging entry fees. The epee is usually fenced as an afterthought by those who are still around. I will propose that we fence epee first, while the U-15 and U-17 fence the foil; the U-20 foil follows the epee. We need to identify which weapons the competitors want to enter. Presently nobody enters the sabre comps while the numbers in U-20 epee are on the increase. To this end we have included an epee competition in the 2002 program; unfortunately this was scheduled when VCE programs were well underway. The 2003 program has moved the epee competition to a time earlier in the year.

The future – VAFA needs to continue their support of coaches, as does the VSFC.  As indicated above I believe that we need to focus on the weapons of foil and epee. 2003 should continue to see an increase in participation and strength of competitors.

Yours truly,

Neil Hick

VSFC President

