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Tuesday March 16th  2010
Akela’s Bit

District “Camping Under Canvas Camp” Wrap
Around a hundred adults and cubs experienced an unbelievable two days of excellent camping weather last week end at Gilwell Park Scout Camp – north of Gembrook set in approx 700 acres of natural bush land and the site for Cuboree 6 in Sept/Oct 2010.    Bagheera and Akela arrived later than planned (just before dark) but this proved to be beneficial as Mr Wilson had, by that stage, claimed and cleaned a reasonably level camp site.  Under gas lamp and torch light the tents were assembled and all gear and stretchers eventually placed inside – I tell you these beds are getting bigger each year!!  Bagheera’s was a more modest size and able to fit into a small hike tent.   
Friday night was boisterous, so Saturday was a slower and later start than planned, and even then some cubs needed a “kick” start to the day! Flag break and a morning map/observation trail activity followed, then back to camp for lunch and preparation for “The Gauntlet” – an obstacle course with some easy and hard obstacles, finishing with the sea of mud – where any object in the liquid (including cubs) suddenly turns Yarra River brown for life!  Wet and trudging back to camp, some cubs wondered why we took their ONLY pair of SHOES and socks off them PRIOR to entering this mud pool.  A very tasty spaghetti Bolognese and two fruits dinner followed the showers, and then we ventured to the campfire circle for a combined district camp fire with real fire!  Knox District cubs were also camping nearby so jointly several hundred bodies settled into the amphitheatre for songs and skits.   
Supper back in camp, an earlier night to bed (but not necessarily sleep) and suddenly it was Sunday AM – breakfast, a bush hike, cubs own, bush hike, lunch and pack up came all too soon!  This camp will contribute to cubs intending to go to Cuboree – it was perfect weather, good food, good exercise and tired leaders – cubs need a bit more experience in living together.
Thanks to parents, cubs, Jeff & Kirsten from 1/8 Blackburn, Akela’s amazing car for carrying unbelievable amounts of equipment (Bagheera is convinced that’s half TARDIS) and Bagheera for all contributing to a great camping experience.
A new camping era has arrived with the acquisition of three new Army Style tents (one of which was used last weekend), as mentioned previously, the leader challenge is now to place bigger stretchers in a smaller space!  With four or five adult heads working on it over the weekend we think we may have a formula and plan. 

Last Week
Last week we had a rotating sausage sizzle – cubs and snags were going in all directions simultaneously!   We had cubs in groups and each cub needed to collect, cook and eat their sausage whilst maintaining a format of games being played at the same time.   This did work well, all cubs needed to do was to remember their number and all was safe.   We also had a visiting leader from Wantirna who supervised the kitchen/cooking areas to ensure cubs were safe.   
This Week
	A bit of mapping, followed by a chance to exercise our Cubs’ mapping skills with a night hike through the wilds of Forest Hill. 
Next Week
	Easter crafts and our break up evening. Another term of Cub Scouting – albeit a short one – completed. So that Akela can ensure that all Cub Scouts get the badges and recognition they have earned, please bring in your Yellow Books. 

Up-Coming
Term Two starts on Tuesday April 13th – unlucky for some. It should feature a couple of investitures, some linking to Scouts and a couple of Going-Up ceremonies.
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