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  Issue  - February 2012 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
   The last two months have been like a special holiday for me, not having to 
do my President's Report or having Dave Smith ringing to say, "WHERE IS 
IT?" 
   Southern is going ahead in leaps and bounds, having received two grants 
from the DPI Fisheries Grants programme - one for our Open Day on 26th 
February and another for the installation of our casting pool light pole. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank the DPI for their assistance and 
generosity. The light pole paperwork has been extensive to say the least; this 
has been ably handled by John Worrell, who has now become an expert on 

Council protocol. John, thank you for your persistence, I know secretly you have loved every 
minute of it. We have only to receive the building permit due in about two weeks and the light 
pole works can begin. 
   We will need all hands on deck for the Open Day to support the club’s activities. Mick Hall is 
kindly donating his time to do fly tying demonstrations. It will be great to have one of Southern’s 
founding members attend. Thanks, Mick. Also, Graeme Forrester is flying down from Darwin 
and, together with Peter Gadd, will be putting together a saltwater tying section. Max Kepert and 
Geoff Churcher will be our overseers.  Christopher Collins from VRFish will also be attending. 
The casting will be set up as for our previous Open Day but will have a few more activities with 
Bruce Ratcliffe being the overseer. The Council of Fly Fishers have donated capital to allow us to 
purchase caps with embroidered logos to hand out to visitors at the Open Day. A special thanks to 
Christopher Collins. Brochures have been produced to be handed out on the day (and for similar 
occasions) and a number of leaflets have been printed that will soon be professionally distributed 
in local areas. 
   The Combined Clubrooms committee has approved the painting of the toilets, the kitchen, the 
hall and the entrance foyer at their cost and all should  be completed before our Open Day. 
   Members who hold raffle tickets: could you purchase as many as you wish, but please ensure 
that you send back any non-sold tickets as we will need them to sell on the Open day. Plus return 
the butts of the sold ones, of course! 
   Victoria's rivers, streams and lakes, as expected, have now reached a peak fishing period with 
not only plenty of fish being caught but many are good-sized specimens. Now is the time to ex-
plore the upper reaches of our streams and venture off to our lakes. The lakes are producing large 
trout up to 6 lb and are expected to increase. Forthcoming trips are being posted on the trip board; 
so please peruse it and enter your names. 
   Southern is in another growth period with the impending Open Day, website membership en-
quiries and interested people through Ross Bailey's casting tuition at Pro-Angler. The word has 
been getting around that Southern is a very friendly club - so let's remember how lost we once 
were when we joined and extend our friendliness to any new members and guests. Make them as 
welcome as possible. 
    As you may well gather, your committee has been busy during the Christmas holidays while 
you have been sleeping and relaxing. 
   Hope to see you all at every meeting this year. (Don't forget that Ken drops his ball at the Gen-
eral Meetings and somebody has to win - if the drawn member is present, that is!) 
   Your hero,                                                                                                                    Tony Hyett. 
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 Calendar  - Coming Events 
    
                     FEBRUARY 
  Wed             1st               Committee Meeting 7.30 pm. 
  Wed             8th               Member’s Night, Casting practice 6.30 pm, meeting 7.30 pm, 
                                           Speaker: Lance Lloyd  - Carp, the scientific view. 
  Wed            15th              Fly Tying, 7.00 - 9.30 pm with Max Kepert 
  Sun             19th              Day Trip, Marysville region, Co-ordinator: Ross Bailey. 
  Wed            22nd             Casting practice 6.30 pm, General Meeting, 7.30 pm 
  Sat              25th              Northern Lights casting comp, 6.00 pm Yarrambat Pool. 
  Sun             26th              “OPEN DAY” at SFF; come one, come all. 
  Sun             26th              Twilight casting at Northern 6.00 pm. 
 
                     MARCH 
  Wed             7th               Committee Meeting 7.30 pm. 
  Sat-Mon    10-12th        Trip to Big River, Co-ordinator: Tony Hyett/ Dean Gordon. 
  Wed            14th              Member’s Night, Casting practice 6.30 pm, meeting 7.30 pm, 
                                           Speaker: Paul Boon (TBC?) 
  Wed            21st              Fly Tying, 7.00 - 9.30 pm with Max Kepert 
  Sun             25th              ‘Cock of the Walk’ casting comp 9.30 am Yarra Bend Pool. 
  Wed            28th              Casting practice 6.30 pm, General Meeting, 7.30 pm 
   
                     APRIL 
  Sun               1st              Northern Open Casting Champs, 9.30 am,Yarrambat Pool. 
  Wed             4th               Committee Meeting 7.30 pm. 
  Wed            11th              Member’s Night, Casting practice 6.30 pm, meeting 7.30 pm, 
                                           Speaker: TBA 
  Sat/Sun       14/15th        NSW Fly Casting Champs, venue TBA 
  Wed            18th              Fly Tying, 7.00 - 9.30 pm with Max Kepert 
  Sun             22nd             Day Trip, Noojee streams, Co-ordinator: TBA. 
  Sun             22nd             Ron Callaghan Shield & Anti Cancer Trophy Day, Yarra Bend Pool. 
  Wed            25th              Casting practice 6.30 pm, General Meeting, 7.30 pm 
 

     Note: Member Gary Rapley’s casting practice sessions continue 
each second and fourth Wednesday from 6.30 to 7.30, under lights 
and weather permitting, until further notice. Gary is an accredited in-
structor, so come learn from an expert. 

Your suggestions and ideas for future speakers are earnestly sought as we wish to present 
topics which you think would bring the most benefit. Contact Tony Hyett on 0418 173 869 or 
email him at president@southernflyfishers.org.au  
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 Committee — Officers & Delegates 2010-11 

President:                            Tony Hyett  
Speakers Co-ordinator          M   0418 173 869 
  (Acting)                               E    president@southernflyfishers.org.au 
 
Vice President                     Jim Johnston     
                                              H    9583 3762     
                                              E    vicepresident@southernflyfishers.org.au 
 
Imm. Past President:            Ross Bailey  
 Comb Clubrooms Rep.         H    9557 8993             M    0417 338 324 
  Competitions Co-ord.          E    pastpresident@southernflyfishers.org.au 
 
Secretary:                            Ken Moran                            
                                              M    0439 319 953         
                                              E    secretary@southernflyfishers.org.au 
  
Treasurer                             Dan Gardam  
 Public Officer                        M    0418 566 381 
                                              E    dgardam@bigpond.com  
           
Committee:                          Michael Creelma n 
  General Trip                        M    0407 486 944 
  Co-ordinator                        E     michaelcreelman@gmail.com  
 
Committee:                          Dave Smith  
  Fly Fisher Editor                  H    9555 2420 
                                              E    editor@southernflyfishers.org.au 
 
Committee                           John McIntyre 
   ACF Rep                            H     9592 8093            M   0418 320 173 
                                              E     zentrade@optushome.com.au 
 
Committee                           Chad Sayer 
                                              M      0428 997 487 
                                              E       chad.sayer@au.nufarm.com  
 
Committee                           Les Pratt 
                                              H       9808 6184 
                                              E       lespratt@bigpond.net.au                   
 
Webmaster :                          Peter Snare  
                                              M    0411 130 586 
                                              E     webmaster@southernflyfishers.org.au 
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  Trip Report                          Jousting In Tasmania         by Tony Hyett 
   Sir Peter Van Oosterom, Sir Les Pratt, Sir Bernard Schindler, Sir Tony Hyett and Sir Scott Dar-
gan were the Southern Fly Fishers “Knights of the Round Table” sent to slay the fatted trout in Tas-
mania. 
   Sir Scott was to join us at his house in Maydena a couple of days after the rest of us arrived. The 
trip on the Spirit of Tassie went well for us all, we used up the time sharpening our swords and pol-
ishing our armour. 
The next morning after leaving the boat we ventured off to the raspberry farm, a great little place to 
have breakfast about 20 km out of Devonport, then made a bee-line for the Meander River for a 
crack at the trout. Two went upstream and two went downstream. At the end of the session we had 
caught a few trout, not as many as I had expected. Sir Les hooked up and but lost a fish he esti-
mated at about 4 lb. The river was looking great and we were able to spot fish from the bridge. 
   Off to the highland lakes to show the other knights the area as we travelled on South to Maydena. 
This was the long way, but very scenic. 
   The morning after arriving at Sir Scott's house Sir Bernard decided that we needed a mascot and 
produced this plucked, skinny rooster that he squeezed to make a loud rooster call to wake us up. 
To display my affection for this rooster I tied up a hangman's noose and strung this incipit piece of 
poultry up outside the front door. It still received its affectionate Sir Bernard squeeze each morning. 
   The first evening a local fly fisherman, known as Tyenna Dave, graced us with his presence for a 
few hours and fed us with much local fishing knowledge. We were fortunate enough to acquire his 
assistance for three days. Dave is a very congenial character and full of fascinating fishing stories 
while sporting a mass of red dreadlocks tied at the back and reaching down to his waist. 
We were taken to plenty of great places on the Tyenna River. Sir Peter had some of his best days' 
fishing ever, with fish up to 2 lb and a catch of fourteen fish in one day. He was over the moon. The 
rest of us did about the same overall having a very successful trip. 
   The Knights decided it would be worth doing a lake trip for a day and headed off to Lake Pedder. 
The wind was up, up and away making it difficult to venture too far from shore. As luck would 
have it though, we found a secluded bay and exploited the area in Tyenna Dave's boat he was kind 
enough to loan us. I, being a qualified coxswain extraordinaire, was elected to be the skipper and 
what a great job I did too. (Back to reality) The fishing was hard with only a few fish caught and 
some 2 to 4 lb fish hooked up loch-style fishing near the shore seen, but lost. Pedder is a great place 
and has produced plenty of large fish, so we were told, - sounds like a destination to be pursued in 
the future. 
   We all tried the Styx River about an hour from the house but to not much avail. Tyenna Dave told 
us if we were spin fishing we would have caught about thirty fish each trip on the Styx. The Styx 
has some very nice trout; I have seen heaps and caught a few in the past. When I am in the area in 
Tassie I love fishing the Styx, finding it one of the most picturesque rivers I have seen. There are 
plenty of fish in this river - I just haven't found the technique to catch them all. 
   The Knights concentrated on the Tyenna River on this trip and found it the most productive and 
worthwhile river in the area. Tyenna Dave told us stories of large tiger snakes that swim up to a 
fisherman in the water, slither up the fisherman's back, over his shoulder, down the front into the 
water and swim away. Well, if this happened to me I would rocket straight out of the water and 
hang onto a tree branch at least thirty feet up not, as he says, just stay still and let the snake com-
plete its journey. This came close to happening to Sir Peter who had a small tiger snake in his net 
behind him for a while without knowing.  
   On our last day we stopped off at the Liffey River just down from the highland lakes, we had 
about 2.1/2 hours before we had to head off to catch the Spirit of Tasmania back to Melbourne. I 
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       Trip Report         Jousting in Tasmania           by Tony Hyett 
fished upstream, had about fifteen hits and no fish while the others all fished downstream, catching 
a few fish and spooking some nice-sized trout in crystal-clear shallow water. 
   This Tassie trip was loads of fun, we had plenty of laughs on and off the water. I was probably 
the funniest I have ever been, what an experience for the Knights. The food was excellent (good 
cooks), accommodation was great, the area was one of the best all round and the company was av-
erage. 
  The gear used ranged from 4 to 8 wt rods, using a range of dry flies and nymphs. On the Tyenna it 
would be two nymphs; gold beadheads, black or brown, Czech nymphing style. 
   Our special thanks to Scott Dargan who really went out of his way to make this trip the success it 
certainly was. I would like to organise another trip to this area, hopefully later this year. 
   Luv,                                                                                                                             Tony Hyett. 

 
Fishing the Flats in January 

   Although some fifteen members, friends and newbies had expressed their intent to venture into 
the Hampton briny only a handful (five) actually made it on the day. Some were interstate, some 
had to work overtime (valid excuses) and a couple, I’m sure, had got themselves to the wrong car-
park. I was at the cliff-top carpark from 5.00 pm until 7.00 before I ventured down to the water to 
get myself some casting practice.  
  Unfortunately, that was the only action we all got - casting practice. The tide was right, the 
weather was mild with just a bit of breeze to make the backcast awkwardly interesting but the fish 
were not enamoured of our offerings. We know the fish were there because some lads using squid 
and chicken as bait were getting fair attention from some pinky snapper. Next time, I’m going to 
rub my fly on a squid first! But we still had a bit of fun and fresh air, so it wasn’t a total loss.      
                                                                                                                                        Dave Smith. 
                                            

  Open Day 26th February 2012 
   Just in case you missed the President’s message about our Open Day, we hope that our all 
members will attend, even if only for part of the day. If it is as successful as our last Open Day 
two years ago, we can expect a great deal of community interest in our club, lots of questions 
and a spate of new members; perhaps not all joining on the day but over the following 
months. We have a great, friendly club and fly fishing is a great sport. We will be on show so 
let us not disappoint our public.  
  We will be running the BBQ and soft drinks (only) will be on sale. A bottomless cup of tea or 
coffee will be available. 
  Come and join in the fun ….  it was last time! 
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  Trip Report -                      pics by Peter van Oosterom/Tony Hyett      

  Top: Peter van Oosterom nets a fine Tasmanian brown. 
 
  Below: Two further examples of the Southern “Knights” ordeal by combat. (Next  
                time why not pick on someone your own size, though?) 
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   Points to Note 
   There was no General Meeting in December so there are no “General Meeting Minutes” in this 
edition of the newsletter - the Editor has not left them out by mistake! The newsletter is a bit skinny 
this time, only twelve pages, but that’s due to our holiday break 
 
  From here on the club is back in full swing for the year so please don’t forget to take your camera 
with you when flogging the fish. The Editor will welcome your pictures and narrative for future 
display in “The Fly Fisher”. 
  Pictures may be sent as JPGs, TIFFs or BMPs but please keep them a reasonable size (at least 900 
Kb or larger) and the story can be in MS Word or equivalent - even handwritten – as long as it’s 
legible!  
  Not only trip reports, but any piece of fishy wisdom you wish to share with your fellow members, 
particularly for the newcomers to this fine pastime, will be avidly devoured.  
 
  We are currently in urgent need of someone to take on the job of arranging our speakers for the 
monthly Member’s Nights. Since the resignation from the club of our previous Speaker’s Co-
ordinator the task has been covered on an ad hoc basis by President Tony and Committee man John 
McIntyre in addition to their other busy roles. A willing volunteer would lighten their loads and 
will be much appreciated. How about You! You don’t have to be on the Committee and you will 
pretty well have carte blanche on how you get the job done - it just needs to be done. 
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Membership Nomination Form 
Southern Fly Fishers Aust. Inc. 

PO Box 388 
Moorabbin   Vic   3192 

Date: ............................................................... 
We wish to nominate the following person for membership of Southern Fly Fishers Aust. Inc. 
 
Name: .................................................................................................................................................. 
 
Address: .......................................................................................................................................….... 
 
Suburb: ..................................................................... State: ...............Postcode: ............................ 
 
Phone: (H)...............................(B)..................................(Mob).......................................................... 
 
Email:  ................................................................................................................................................ 
 
Occupation: ....................................................................................................................................… 
 
Proposer: .............................................................................................................................................. 
 
Seconder: .............................................................................................................................................. 
 
Applicant’s Signature: ....................................................................................................................... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pro Rata payment for new memberships after July 
 

(Membership subject to confirmation by the Committee of Southern Fly Fishers Aust. Inc.) 
 
 
 
Club Use Only: 
Date presented to Committee: .................................................            Elected:  Yes / No 
Entered in Register: ........... Treasurer notified:........… Publications notified: ............................ 
Membership Number: ………….      Code: ………..      Membership Fees Paid:  Yes / No 

Types of Membership Code  Annual Subs. Insurance Total 
 Senior or Family F $85.00 $10.00 $95.00 
 Concession C $50.00 $10.00 $60.00 
 Junior J $50.00 $10.00 $60.00 
 Full-time student S $50.00 $10.00 $60.00 
 Country, Interstate or  Overseas O $50.00 $10.00 $60.00 

  Membership Nomination Form             
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Go Tie a Fly             The “F” fly               by Ross Bailey 

MATERIALS 
           Hook:           Grub hook (preferably light gauge) #16.   Mustad C49S (Kamasan B110 or 
                                 Black Magic G14 will do but are heavier) 
           Thread:         Olive, Tan, Dun or colour to suit the local caddis. 
           Body:            Tying thread wrapped thinly. 
           Wing:            Natural CDC feather tips 
           Head:            Dubbed CDC fibres or fine dubbing to match CDC feathers 
 
METHOD 
   Lay a bed of thread from just behind the eye of the hook to a point around the hook bend and re-
verse wind to just behind the eye. This forms the slim body. 
  Take three or four natural CDC feathers and even the tips. Position so that the tips are just past the 
hook bend and the stalk of the feather projects over the eye of the fly. The wing should look slightly 
triangular. 
  Tie in at a point approximately two eye-widths behind the eye and secure. 
  Trim the CDC feather butts but keep the waste so that the excess CDC fibres can be used for dub-
bing the head of the fly. 
  Pull the CDC fibres from the hackle stalk and dub on to the thread. Wind to form a neat but well-
defined head. A synthetic dry fly dubbing of a suitable colour to match the CDC can also be used. 
Preferably choose a dubbing that will float or not absorb too much water. 
  Whip finish. 
 
 
  This is quite an easy, and quick, fly to tie and is very effective where caddis hatches occur. CDC 
feathers do not react well to floatant; so NO GINK! When the fly is waterlogged blow it dry and 
use a powdered desiccant to dry it. 
  This can be a hard fly to see on the water especially at dusk (when the caddis hatch is in full 
swing). One way to overcome this is to use a visible dry fly in front of the "F" fly as an indicator or 
a second option for the fish. 
                                                                                                                              Ross Bailey. 
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   We invite you to join and participate in the Club’s activities. Our aim is to support mem-
bers in the enjoyment of the sport of fly fishing, the environment and the social cameraderie.  
 

   Meetings are held every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month at the 
 Southern Fly Fishing Clubroom and Casting Pool 

 located in Highett Reserve, 
Cnr Chesterville and Turner Roads, Highett. Melways 77 J 9 

(Look for the “Combined Clubrooms” entrance at Nº 33 Turner Road) 
 

  Membership Benefits:       Beginners’& advanced casting tuition 
                                             Competitive casting & fishing events 
                                             Beginners’ fly tying classes 
                                             Advanced fly tying group 
                                             Streamcraft & fly fishing techniques 
                                             Specialist guest speakers 
                                             Monthly fly fishing discussion group 
                                             Regular day & weekend fishing trips 
                                             Annual interstate & overseas fishing trips 
                                             Saltwater fly fishing activities 
                                             Regular newsletter 
                                             Public liability insurance during club activities 
                                             Discounts from sponsors’ retail outlets. 
 
  Membership enquiries:      To: membership@southernflyfishers.org.au                
                                             or phone Tony Hyett on 0418 173 869. 
  Website:                             southernflyfishers.org.au 

SFF Clubroom 


