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Issue - November 2009

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Yet again another month has flown by. Summer is open us, so keep watch out for those littl
wriggly things called “snakes”. Keep a pressuredage close at all times, even while watching T
at home. Many snakes (mainly browns) were sightatiea Eucumbeene trip last week. Your be
loved President was informed by a few of the ofhaticipants that they had not seen anyboc
move so fast as when | almost trod on one and atas Ibeing chased by another enthusiastic it
monster. The trip to Eucumbeene was a great ssicges will be able to read about it in the ne»
iIssue of the Flyfisher.

Alister Capp and | have almost completed the trgwcalendar and should have most of the tri
sheets for the next year up on the board by the Gereral Meeting. So, please take a good loc
see what you can fit in and feel free to make sstyge about venues, etc. We will also be lookin
for volunteers to be Co-ordinators for these everitsnk about it and don’t leave it to the usue
names, please.

Through our website, | am receiving a good nunabeenquiries from people looking for flyfish-
ing activities and a club to join, so “Well don@’Peter Snare for keeping it up to scratch.

Don’t forget our auction night at the NovembeviGSee page 10. Bring your contributions (an
cash) and let's make it a successful evening. Gebifrcher’s talk at the next Members’ Night ol
“UK Fishing” will be most informative, so don’t nsghat.

Dr. Richard Marchant, who spoke to the club amlfew months ago, has agreed to return a
will be speaking at the Members’ Night (most likelyFebruary, but perhaps in March) next yea
The month is yet to be confirmed so keep your ey¢he Coming Events column. He is an expe
on subsurface insect life and a very interestirepkpr. We are lucky to get him back so soon as
Is hard to pin down. Another “Well done”, this #mto Simon Heron. If anyone has any ideas fi
speakers please give Simon Heron a call. It isfeeult task to perform on your own for a period o
time, although | know Simon is doing a great job.

Ross Bailey’s casting classes on Monday nigh€&30 are a must. He puts in a special effort,
please turn up. Non-members are also very welcemeéering friends and family. | had a call fron
a new flyfisher wanting to join Ross on Mondays &eds also looking for a club to join. If you se
any new faces around the pool at any time thewdnire yourself and extend a warm welcome
the club can only benefit from increased memberahgbnew blood.

The organisation and planning for our Open Dalyabruary is well in hand and we will report ol
progress ASAP. Don’t forget our Christmas breaksum the 9th of December, so please put it |
your diary.

Good fishing to you all, Tony Hyett.

PS: If you are looking for the Minutes of thetl&eneral Meeting in this edition there are nane
be found. For various reasons, one being the nuofllaembers being away at Eucumbeene for |
stance, only five people turned up on the nightsufficient for a quorum - and it was declared
‘non-event”.




Calendar - Coming Events

Nov
Wed 4th Committee Migtv.45 pm.
Mon Oth Casting tuitj@&30 till dark, with Ross Bailey
Wed 11th Member’'s Niglkishing the UK, by Geoff Churcher ***
Mon 16th Casting tuitiéh3O0 till dark, with Ross Bailey
Wed 18th Fly tying, 7.00—9.30 pm with &eSnare & Simon Heron
Sun 22nd Day Triggwlett River, Co-ordinator: Geoff Churcher.
Mon 23rd Casting tuitidn30 till dark, with Ross Bailey
Wed 25th General Meetigrplus Gear Auction — Bring & Buy ###.
Mon 30th Casting tuitiéh3O0 till dark, with Ross Bailey

Dec
Wed 2nd Committee Megth45 pm.
Wed 9th Christmas Bregk& BBQ

Jan
Sun 24th Day Triptreams in Noojee areaCo-ordinator TBA.
Wed 27th Bayside flats fishing 6.30 pm till dark, Co-ordinator TBA.

### Dispose of your surplus fishing gear or aajthat needed item at our auction. There will &
a 10% commission to club funds on each item sold.

The Fisherman's Prayer

God grant that | may fish
Until my dying day
And when it comes to my last cast
| then most humbly pray:
When in the Lord's safe handling net
I'm peacefully asleep,

That in His mercy | be judged
As big enough to keep.

(My aunty sent me this prayer from Scotland and thought it worth sharing, Stuart Heron)
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Daring Derring Dos in Darwin
GRAEME FORRESTER AND TONY HYETT HIT DARWIN

Our Northern Territory member, Graeme Forrestad decided that | would be a fit partner fc
him to fish in the Darwin Saltwater Flyfishing Cledge in October, 2009. Even after pleading
case as a very average saltwater fisherman andopirgrmyself as not much of an asset to him |
the competition, | was still acceptddt’'s not like you to be modest and self-depreagtifiony -
Ed.]

However, | was very keen to fish the competito learn as much as possible from Graeme
he is very much a saltwater guru. | had fished with at Corroboree in the Mary River system jus
outside Darwin on two previous occasions, catcinmagy saratoga, barramundi and, yes, catfish.

To enable me to cash in on the cheap flightdaa | had to fly out of Melbourne at 1.00 am
arriving in Darwin at 5:30 am. Not much fun, buditl not seem to effect me too much the ne
day. Graeme picked me up at the airport, we weak lba his place to pack the boat and car ar
then we were off to Bynoe Harbour, Crab Claw Isl&esort about 90 minutes northwest of Dal
win.

We had decided to camp instead of staying irc#iens as they were quite expensive. The nigl
were just starting to warm up, heading into thevidamwet season, so Graeme put in a large fan
circulate the breeze, it worked well. The fan wkse@d at one end of the tent with Graeme abc
eight feet away and me plastered to the far wallheyfan’'s gale force winds. | was terrified. If he
let one go, | was going to be a sitting duck. Waldid - | lapsed into a coma for what seeme
an eternity, but later revived and tried to getioth life.

We fished as a team for the three days, notnlga@igreat deal of success until the last day. V
found the flats Graeme was looking for and did séamastic sight fishing. Both of us using 8 w
rods with floating lines, casting Pink Things, Wilthings and Clousers of all sizes; all mainly witl
dumb-bell eyes. We were in about two ft of wateramnoutgoing tide, casting to barramund
threadfin salmon, trevally and queenfish, randngh about one foot long to a metre, sight castir
in clear water. We both caught a couple of fish,the large ones. But, what a GREAT way to fisr
Moving on, we found a half-exposed man-made redf after a couple of casts, we were on to 4
cm snapper (fingermark), about five each, a couwdlé0 cm Barra and a number of small
but energetic, trevally. This was the highlighttloé trip and lasted about two hours before the ti
changed.

Each afternoon at about 1.00 pm the winds camend put a dampener on the fishing s
most competitors finished the day early;, but wd teahave our score sheets in by 5.00 pm an
way.

Over the whole competition, out of 36 compesitbcame about 24th and Graeme came ab
18th. Graeme’s flyfishing club, the Darwin Flyred Inc., organised and ran the competitio
They are a great bunch who set up and ran the ékenprofessionals. There were many prize:
raffles and awards. Myself, | won about four awarts for the amount of fish but for the larges
day snapper and barramundi and a couple of raffles.

Eighteen boats entered with two fishermen peat.bbhe total number of fish caught and releast
was 1,603. The main species targetted were: bamdimgalmon, mackerel, tarpon, queenfist
trevally and snapper. Other species were caughtedls but they did count. The champion tear
was Dave Bowring and Scotty Mitchell

There is also an award for someone who does thorgesilly over the competition; being the
Wombat Award. Well, guess who won the Wombat Awar@®, me. | went to clean my teeth ir
the dark and used a tube of Voltaren by mistake.dbhes for this boy’s mouth.) My mistake wa
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Daring Derring Dos in Darwin, cont'd

to tell the guy in the next tent, who dobbed méoirthe award. All great fun.

Saltwater flyfishing is an absolute buzz andrngekeup a new world for me. | hope to enter tf
competition in Darwin again next year. Anybody @anter, but must have their own boat betwee
two people. Entrance fee is about $260.00, butided for most food and helps pay for prizes, ef
It is well worth it. The competition is scored dretsize and quantity of fish caught and there &
bonuses for the number of species caught per dayeSJjuys caught all seven main species es
day.

Saltwater flyfishing is a different way of fisig and is very exciting. It is a style we shoulld a
try. We had three rods set up at all times, readyhange easily to prevailing conditions or speci
being targetted.

Graeme is fantastic to fish with and really goas of his way to help. He made my trip a hug
success and | thank him for his friendship.

All the same, don't lose sight of the good aleshwater trout.

Fish well, Tony Hyett.

“‘“And as the sun sdts
slowly in the West we r¢-
turn to base, tired byt
happy with another sug-
cessful day of fishing be-
hind us.”

Captain Graeme Forrester
at the helm of the good ship
“Tinnie”.

Photo: Tony Hyett

“Love those barramundi”.
Tony with one of the fis
caught during the Darwin Salt-
water Flyfishing Challenge
2008.

Photo: Graeme Forreste
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From Australian Heat to Scotland’s Freeze

be in the next edition.
Photo: Tony Hyett

Above: (A foretaste of things to comle.)
Les Pratt with one of his catches on
recent Eucumbeene trip. A full report will

Above: Never ever get changed out of your

the|fishing clobber when the President is arouyind.

The cheeky blighter entitled this shot ['A
Puffer Fish”! I'll kill him! (Actually it's your
Editor at the Goulburn River in September})

Photo: Tony Hyett

Left: On a recent trip to Scotland, the younge
member of SFF was seen wet-wading a highlar
stream wearing only board-shorts, runners and
ski jacket (his mum’s). Late Autumn in Scotlanc
IS no time to be exposing bare legs to the (el
ments although Stuart’s efforts could well bge
throw-back to his forebears running the highlgnc
in kilts!

So you might think this was in pursuit of
greatest passion ... and you would be wrong.
It was, in fact, an attempt to convince his mu

in New York City procured the new garment. | S
did his long-suffering father get the same? NQt <
likely! Now, if you happen to see Simon
wading in board-shorts and a lady’s jacket yqu'’l
know why.

Photo: iEdHeron
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CB radios

A number of people have suggested that the ClI
purchase UHF ("CB") two-way radios (aka "Walkie
Talkies") for use on club trips. The Committee dis-
cuss the idea on the 4th November but agreed ttha
would be impractical for the Club to own, maintait
and loan two-way radios.

The Committee also resolved that all membe
should be encouraged to purchase their own two-we
for use as safety backup — against injury, getinsg,
accident, as a between-vehicle communication whi
moving, sharing water or intentions with other fgar
club members, compare fishing information with othe
club members and assistance in searching for@and
cating lost/injured members within a defined area .

The general types of two-way radios are likely éodompatible with each other; UHF — knowi
sometimes as CB Band. Most have 40 channels. (Hal@ok at http://www.uniden.com.au/
australia/p_index_transceivers _handheld_radio$caspstart.)

Many hand-held units are sold as paid @@me with a charging unit. Expect to pay arour
$80 - $130. Dick Smith Electronics is a good plaxstart to look.

Please note that these devices have a limifgabdéy and, whilst they greatly improve your
ability to be heard, helped or found, they are unmssitute for an EPIRB or a satellite phone.
Also note the following about purchasing and ugimg-ways;

As a rule, the more powerful the radithe more range you can expect. Most affordak
hand held units have between 0.5W and 1.0W poveter 1.0W, the price goes up considerabl
UHF operates best in 'line of sight' - Maximum rang typically around 3-5 km in open, flat
ground. Range decreases with vegetation andriefRaad the instructions carefully and look afte
your two-way.

On Club fishing trips, the following proceduserecommended,

All members should use Channel 2 — s@allvenonitor the same frequency and can comm
nicate.

Have your radio on at all times 'listegliwhen in a vehicle or whilst away from base camp
fishing or otherwise. Learn to use your radio, wiseequently and get to know its limitations.

You can purchase waterproof units if yash — otherwise they operate well inside a seal
Ziplock bag in your pocket.

Let others know where you are going, asii with a friend — we still need to be relatiel
close if we are to raise you, and it won't helpaél are unconscious!

Ask me if you have any questions or would like igcdss further.
Safe fishing, Alistair Capp.

Page 8



Go Tie a Fly Chartreuse Crazy Charlie

(A fly to try at the Powlett Rivér

Hook: Mustad 34007 Stainless steel or Gamakaitsii?5 Big Game #4 or #6
Eyes: Silver (nickel plated) dumbbell (weigtite
Body: Chartreuse/Olive/Green - Polar Flashm&terflash or Sparkle Flash. (Basically any

shiny, flashy material). Overwrap with clear Lavacke, Nymph Rib or anglear ma-
terial (evenclear monofilament line).
Wing: Chartreuse calf tail
Over wing: Chartreuse Krystal flash (or similar thin spankiaterial that is not too stiff)
Thread: White flat waxed thread.

Method:

Tie in the dumbbell eyes approximately two eye Wsdbehind the hook eye. Use figure-8
method with a couple of horizontal wraps to se¢heseyes in place. Add a drop of superglue
if you want to make sure the eyes don’'t move. Tighie body material, starting around the
bend of the hook and wrapping in even turns badkeceyes, then tie off. Wrap over the flash
body with clear material ending at the dumbbellseged tie off. Tie the calf tail wing in front
of the eyes. The tail should extend past the bérideohook by about half to one centimetre.
Do not dress the wing too heavily. A drop of supgcat this point also adds to the durability
of the fly. Tie in the Krystal Flash over wing (apgimately 20 — 25 strands) and cut to similar
length as the calf tail. Build up a head with whyang thread and whip finish. Coat the head
with clear nail varnish or head cement.

This fly accounted for ten salmon and four brehmng a recent trip to the Powlett River. The
fly is fished most effectively on a sinking or sitig line. If you do not have either of these lines
buy a super-fast sinking poly leader of at leastdhmetres, which will be the next best thing. The
secret is to get the fly down fast, then vary yaitrieve until the best method is found. Long cast:
enable you to cover much more water and keep ypum the best areas for longer.

Chartreuse is a good colour but tie up a nunolbehese flies using different colour combina-
tions. All-white is often effective in salt watatuations as is a white fly with a chartreuse wing.
Some other colours that should be considered ak l{especially for low light or murky water
conditions), red and blue. Tie up some combinattbas appeal to you and you may find that they
are also effective on the fish species you willemter.

Other patterns for bream and estuary perch flaas be found in chapters 23 and 26 of Pete
Coulson’s book, Australian Fly Patterns. Ross Bailey.
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Notices

The Auction Night (25th November)

This should give you an idea of how our auchdayht will be conducted.

The clubroom will be open from 6.00 pm on thehnifipr the receipt and registration of items fo
sale. Please come early for listing and viewinghasGeneral Meeting will commence at 7.45 pr
sharp.

A list of the Sellers, Item Descriptions and €RtBuyers and Sell Prices will kept by the Regis
trar. Items will be numbered and available for vigyvuntil the start of the GM. The auction will
start about 8.30 pm, (after the General Meetingnags). Sellers may establish a “reserve” vall
with the Registrar. Any item not meeting its regewill be passed in, but may be available fc
separate negotiation with the Seller after theianatloses.

Items will be auctioned on an “as is, wherehgsis (“caveat emptor” applies) and sold to tf
highest bidder. Items will be sold in numerical endstarting from No 1. Low-value items shoul
be “bundled” in the interests of time available.

At the conclusion of the auction Sellers and &ayshall settle their accounts with each other a
then the Sellers shall contribute 10% of theirltotaeipts to the Registrar as a club commission.

Suggested items are: fishing gear, fly tyingrgbaoks, magazines (preferred in bundles), DVD
etc. There should be many good bargains - for ca@srirash is another man’s treasure! Howeve
remember to bring sufficient filthy lucran small denominations, please it will be too awkward
if you all bring only $50 notes.

Drinks and nibbles will be available through gwening, (but no BBQ).
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We invite you to join and participate in the Club’s activities. Our aim is to support mem-
bers in the enjoyment of the sport of fly fishingthe environment and the social cameraderie

Meetings are held every 2nd and 4th Wednesd#yeofnonth at the
Southern Fly Fishing Clubroom and Casting Pool
located inHighett Reserve,
Cnr Chesterville and Turner Roads, Highett. Melwéys) 9
(Look for the “Combined Clubrooms” entrance at N° 33Turner Road)

Membership Benefits: Beginners’'& advancasdting tuition
Conipee casting & fishing events
Begans' fly tying classes
Advaalcfly tying group
Streaaft & fly fishing techniques
Spdistaguest speakers
Montlily fishing discussion group
Regulay & weekend fishing trips
Annuaterstate & overseas fishing trips
Saltesafly fishing activities
Regut@wsletter
Pullebility insurance during club activities
Discas from sponsors’ retail outlets.

Membership enquiries:  Taembership@southernflyfishers.org.au
or pleaJohn Mcintyre on0418 320 173.
Website: southernflyfishers.org.au

SFF Clubroom
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