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This begins what is my 12th Annual Report as President, a number too many in my opinion, for the long term good of the Club. I am not satisfied or convinced that this shows an endorsement of my involvement in what the Club has achieved in that time or is it some other reason.  This is not to infer that I do not enjoy or am tired of  what I do but that for the future of the Club change is not only good, it is necessary for it to progress and continue to succeed. I am continually buoyed by the support the Club receives from a small but enthusiastic and energetic Committee and those members who are called upon to assist with maintenance and other matters. Change is healthy and needs to occur to ensure, for amongst other reasons, the Club maintains it position as an integral and important part of St John’s Parish in providing an activity for the youth of the school and Parish. Succession planning is what I am about and I would have much pleasure in working with a future successor in a mentoring role if required. The success of the Club is due in no small part to its relationship with the school and the support we receive from our Parish, via our Parish Priest, Father Ted Teal. As well as drawing on the school for players, we also benefit as a result of our position in the various competitions in which the Club participates, particularly with our juniors. 

And now to reflect on the year.

JUNIORS

Secretary, Chris George will report on junior matters in more detail. A few general comments and observations from me. In the current season we have 15 teams comprising approximately 80 players competing in the North Eastern Junior Tennis Association. As many of these teams require 2 courts on which to conduct matches, the procuring of courts on which to play matches is a constant problem. We hire courts from Banyule, Chelsworth Park and St James Tennis Clubs.

Coaching opportunities for juniors and not just from our primary school contribute to the success of our junior tennis. What might seem like an unworkable situation of having 4 coaches offering services does not seem to present problems. We have had Chad Brown, Adrian Barry and Jackie Lacey coaching for sometime and have recently appointed Jason Lindeman to take up a vacancy on a Thursday night.

Chris does a wonderful job in coordinating parents to act as Team Managers and Home Supervisors and without their support our Saturday morning tennis would not function so efficiently. A special mention to Mary Khoury, Maria Rizza and Janet Sellars for their assistance

Report of Chris George

The 2009-year to date has once again been an exciting year for the SJCTC Juniors. For the first time in 20 years we were very pleased to have a Boys Section 1 team consisting of Sean Dillane, Matthew Gedye, Michael George, Christopher George, Simo Rikalo and Marc Centofanti. A majority of these boys started many seasons back in Section 26, and it has been a pleasure to watch these boys develop and mature into not only terrific players but also great ambassadors for this club. The club entered 10 Boys teams and 5 Girls teams into the NEJTA Spring 2009 season. Obviously we were not able to accommodate all of them at St. John’s, so we leased courts at Banyule Tennis Club, Chelsworth Park Tennis Club and St. James Tennis Club. As we now have teams graded in higher sections in both boys and girls we now have players from other clubs showing interest in playing at St. John’s. This season players from Clifton Tennis Club, Chelsworth Park Tennis Club and Ivanhoe Tennis Club transferred over to us and these families have further enriched our club by enthusiastically supporting all of the junior events held. All of our teams are run with the utmost efficiency with fantastic team managers. Some of our team managers have backed up season after season (we may need to consider awarding a special contribution acknowledgement to some of these people). The NEJTA will be introducing an online scoring system next year, which will further enhance this competition.

Club Championships…

The 2009 Junior Club Championships were held on September 18th, 19th and 20th. Once again we were very excited by the number of juniors entered (more than 2008). We extended an invitation to Banyule’s only junior team to participate so that these boys got the opportunity to play in club championships, they responded positively with 4 of their players entering in both singles and doubles. This has become an event that is looked forward to and enjoyed by both juniors and parents.

The results were,

Boys Singles Club Champion:

Sean Dillane (fourth year in a row!)

Girls Singles Club Champion:

Gabrielle Ginevra

Representative…

We have had a number of our juniors been chosen to represent the NEJTA in the past year. Ben Maher (Section 4) for the 2008 Wayne Arthurs Cup. Georgina Huntington (Section 6), Simo Rikalo (Section 1) and Aleksander Ceran (Section 4) for the 2009 Alicia Molik Cup. We would like to congratulate Simo Rikalo for also being selected in the Victorian Primary School State team, which placed 2nd in the Australian Championships. The following juniors were invited and placed in 2009 Junior Pennant Teams, Lauren Gedye, Georgina Huntington, Karim Khoury, Christian Tomaino, Damian Surkic, Sean Wilkinson, Mitchell Cooper, Aleksander Ceran and Christopher George. No wonder we are really excited for the future of our juniors.
Thanks…

My overwhelming appreciation goes out to Maria Rizza and Mary Khoury who assist me in my role, they are the most dependable and supportive ladies whom I enjoy working closely with. To Des, as well as being responsible for making this club run on a day to day basis he also spends quite a considerable amount of time supporting and working with our younger juniors, whether it be out and about on a Saturday morning or the holiday practice sessions he runs. Thank you to the many parents who help on many different levels as well as supporting their children on a Saturday morning.

Chris George

Junior Secretary

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS

In what is reminiscent of times gone by, the numbers playing and those watching the Junior Championships was a highlight in the year. What stands out to me is the spirit in which the event was played. The behavior and friendly but competitive nature of the boys and girls was wonderful to witness. Chris will elaborate on the events and results.

For the first time for many years the Senior Championships were held and although we could not entice entries for the Ladies Singles other events were held with the following results:

Mens singles:    Sean Dillane defeated Christopher George

Mens doubles:  Matthew Gedye and Michael George defeated Sean Dillane and 

                         Christopher George

Ladies Doubles: Anita Moloney and Remy Henshall defeated Glenda Stacey and Abbey Lew-Kee.

Many thanks to all who competed. Entries for this years Championships again being held in November will be forwarded soon.

SOCIAL TENNIS

Friday mornings and Sundays continue to attract a large number of players of all levels of ability to meet for a friendly social game. Alan Pullyblank could not have anticipated, when he commenced a Friday some little time ago the 4 people he got together now has 12 to 15 attending. 

MEMBERSHIP

Membership of the Club at 30th June stands as follows:








2009

2008

2007

Individual including life members



128

121

120

Family






 27

 27

  26

TOTAL






155

148

146

FINANCE

Treasurer, Paul Rizza will present a report on the Club’s finances. It is remiss of me if I do not mention the work of Judy Pullyblank in the role she plays in maintaining records of membership and fees due. Paul will bring you up to date on how we stand with regard to our debt to the Parish.

Assisting the Club in its fundraising is the conduct of the Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings. Margaret Farley and Tanina Ciavarella were the drivers of that event and thanks go to them and the volunteers who staffed the stall.

COMPETITIONS 

Currently we have teams (other than juniors) competing in the following competitions:

Heidelberg District Tennis Association:  3 in Tuesday Ladies 

North Eastern Night Tennis Association: 5 Mens Tuesday 






       2 Veterans Tuesday






       2 Womens Wednesday






       1 Mixed Thursday

Eastern Melbourne M W Veterans T A     1 Mens Thursday

Success in the form of premierships has been hard to come by save for 2 of our Tuesday ladies teams who were successful. Congratulations to the Section 7 team of Mary Davis, Dorothy Cooper, Alene McCarthy, Rose Carroll, Kaye Hendrie, Nancy Mazzarollo and the Section 3 team of Denise Skinner, Laura Cardamone, Dot Close, Vicki Taylor, Donna Richardson and Anita Moloney. There are a few legends amongst those teams.

 Report by Carmel Ginevra on Tuesday ladies

Tuesday ladies have had a very eventful spring season so far.  Section 3 player Crystal DeCosta dislocated her shoulder and fractured her humerus whilst playing Tuesday tennis several weeks ago. We wish her a speedy recovery.   The team has continued to shine and are on top of the ladder.  They won the grand final last season and are well on the way to winning again this season. 

Section 6, our grand final winners last season in section 7,  are 3rd on the ladder and will again be in the finals.  Well done ladies!

Sadly our section 9 players have had to pull out of the competition.  Due to broken bones, illness and family commitments they were unable to always fill a team.  Hopefully all their problems have been resolved and they will be back bigger and brighter in 2010.

Section 10 ladies who have played together for 7 years had to forfeit for the first time ever  this season due to a variety of reasons. They are further up the ladder than usual but alas will not be in the finals. 

The club appreciates and thanks Julie Ward for her committment to tennis. Julie was a member of Tuesday ladies section 9 team but has  "filled in” for teams playing in Wednesday ladies, Thursday mixed, and Tuesday ladies (section 3) competitions. Often Julie has made herself available at very short notice.

CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE

The Club is in a type of “holding phase” regarding maintenance  and the possible replacement of the courts pending consideration and decision by  Banyule Council and ourselves regarding the future development of Burgundy Street about which I refer to later in this report. We do not want to spend more than necessary on the courts in the short term and yet they must be maintained in such a condition as enables them to be playable.

Maintenance costs have been kept to a minimum because of the willingness of a small group of members to lend a hand. Members generally would not be aware of the time spent by those who assisted with work on the baselines over the last Christmas holidays. Those members who assist with maintenance save the Club thousands of dollars each year.

The cleaning of the clubrooms by a small group of volunteers enables the clubrooms to be something of which we can be proud and that work, too, saves much money.

I am most appreciative of the contribution made by members assisting in cleaning and maintenance. 

THE FUTURE

This is where the real challenge for the Club lies.

Recently Banyule Council convened a meeting with the Parish regarding what was called (in my words) “the Development of the Burgundy Street precinct”. We understand that the owner of Leo’s Supermarket and Banyule Council will require additional car parking to implement the plan for the development of the area and this may involve the Parish and or School grounds. We as a tennis club need to do something with our courts in the near future. The issue for us is the position or location of the courts and the funding of the construction.

I am most appreciative of the support of the Committee, Chris George (Secretary) Paul Rizza (Treasurer) Judy Pullyblank Michelle Bourne Margaret Farley Rob Ciavarella. I would like to mention the contribution of Ed McArdle whose role is hard to define. He seems to be everywhere, and is everywhere, whether on the court as a player both socially and competitively, as a coach, a photographer and as editor of the newsletter.

I have deliberately left to last the thanks to Chris George. Chris is a delight to work with and handles the most difficult position of Secretary, predominately responsible for juniors, with great efficiency and delicately in dealing with the juniors and parents.
Des O’Brien

23 October 2009
