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Scuba Divers Federation of Victoria Inc.
G.P.O Box 1705P,   MELBOURNE,   VICTORIA,   3001

27/03/2002
Dear prospective Member Club – BSAC Melbourne branch

Introducing the SCUBA DIVERS FEDERATION OF VICTORIA
In response to your recent letter, I am writing to provide information about our organisation. The SDFV has been representing recreational scuba diving clubs since the early 1960’s.
The S.D.F.V. is an Incorporated amateur organisation representing Victorian scuba diving clubs, representing 25+ diving clubs throughout Victoria with a membership in excess of 2,500 divers.

Membership of the SDFV is open to any constituted private scuba diving club that does not participate in competitive spear fishing.  We are currently looking at our constitution to see if we can include interested scuba divers that are not affiliated with a club.

Our main objectives are:-
1. To promote and protect the interests of scuba divers.

2. The establishment of a State body of scuba diving clubs and provision of a forum for discussion and decision on matters relating to the use of scuba.

3. To promote safety in scuba diving.

4. To take an active part in the preservation and conservation of marine flora and fauna species, and to assist in the restoration of a marine environment compatible with this aim.

The SDFV is not a training organisation, and is independent of the local scuba diving commercial industry, although we do maintain close links with the shops and their central body (DIVA).

The Federation has representation on the:-
Historic Shipwrecks Advisory Committee

Victorian Recreational Fishing Peak Body

Rock Lobster Management Committee

Abalone Management Committee

Vic. Govt: Artificial Reef Working Party

The  S.D.F.V is recognised by Government here as the voice of recreational scuba divers in the State.  Meetings are held bi-monthly and provide for the interchange and dissemination of information.  

Some of the issues and activities addressed recently are:

· Rights of divers in Port Phillip Heads area - diving code of conduct. 

· Rights of divers in Crayfish/Abalone/Scallop bag limits and catch regulations. (an ongoing issue) 

· Protecting the interests of sport divers at Tidal River/Wilsons Prom.

· Informing clubs of New Historic shipwrecks.

· Submissions to many inquiries and on many draft management plans including: ECC Marine & Coastal Special Investigation Recommendations, LCC Marine & Coast Special Investigation, LCC Final Proposals, Abalone Regulations RIS, Tidal River/Wilson’s Prom Park Management Plan, Fishing Act 1996, 99, 2001, Scallop Management Plan, Aquaculture Management Plan, Port Phillip Bay Management Plan, just to name a few. 

· The SDFV has also organised seminars and lectures of interest to Scuba Divers – now advertised under the banner of “Sunken Assets”

Current issues include public liability insurance for clubs, Codes of practise for safe diving for clubs, and Artificial Reef proposals/framework.

Club membership is by way of an annual subscription (currently $50) due March each year, in addition to satisfying SDFV Incorporation rules which include submitting a copy of your clubs constitution.

The next SDFV committee meeting is being held on Tuesday 9th April at  Bells Hotel, Moray St (cnr Coventry St) South Melbourne.

You are welcome to attend for further information, or contact me again by post/phone.

Yours sincerely,

Daniel Grimm

for SCUBA DIVERS FEDERATION OF VICTORIA

ph. (03) 9905 2498 (W)   9578 3155 (h)

ps: If you are aware of any other clubs that may want to join the SDFV,  please pass on contact details.

