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M  E  D  I  A     R  E  L  E  A  S  E

Thursday 8.2.01

THE SOUND OF MUSIC – SOMEWHERE ELSE

ALBERT PARK ARMY BARRACKS IS NOT A SUITABLE PERMANENT HOME FOR THE STATE ORCHESTRA OF VICTORIA

In 1917 the army barracks was bought by the Commonwealth and excised from the Albert Park Reserve.  Now the Commonwealth and Victorian Governments are discussing sale of the barracks to the State; and the State Orchestra of Victoria, which is practising in the barracks, hopes the barracks will become its permanent home.

Save Albert Park President Ross Ulman said that the barracks is not a suitable home for the Orchestra, because an orchestra does not need a home located in parkland; its home can be anywhere.

“Save Albert Park’s policy is consistent with page 5 of the Albert Park Master Plan of November 1994, which says that redundant buildings will be removed,” he said.  “The best outcome is that the State Government buys back the site, incorporates it back within the Reserve, demolishes the buildings, and restores the land to public parkland.  But if the buildings must remain then they should be used for park-related activities e.g. park and sports administration.”

The State ALP document Greener Cities states that Labor will adopt the Parklands Code which defines the activities acceptable in parks and establishes processes for consideration of proposed changed uses.  Well over a year into the term of the Bracks Government, not only has the Parklands Code has not been adopted, but the Government has not released a draft.

“The Government is yet to demonstrate its commitment to urban public parkland.  The Albert Park barracks would be a good place to start,” Dr Ulman said.

Save Albert Park wishes the State Orchestra of Victoria well in its search for a permanent home, whilst maintaining that the barracks is unsuitable.

Contact:  Dr Ross Ulman, telephone 9509-3593 or 0419 105 624.




