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Wednesday 7.3.01

IT’S A RACE TRACK FOR 52 WEEKS A YEAR

ALBERT PARK CIRCUIT DANGEROUS DURING GRAND PRIX

AND DANGEROUS FOR PUBLIC MOTORISTS TOO

The members of Save Albert Park are saddened by the tragic death of track marshal Graham Beveridge on Sunday, and that Grand Prix spectators were injured too.

Save Albert Park awaits with interest the results of the coronial inquiry, whilst noting that no-one can deny the Albert Park track is a dangerous road during the event.

However Police casualty accident data and Save Albert Park’s accident data show that the track is also dangerous during the 51 weeks each year when it is used by public motorists.

Probably due to a combination of race track design factors, psychological factors, and the absence of public road design factors, since 1995 when the park roads were converted to a race track, the casualty accident rate and non-casualty accident rate have increased several-fold, and three people have been killed.

“That the race track is unsafe for public motorists has been confirmed by Vicroads, and also by Parks Victoria having applied for Blackspot funding,” SAP spokesman Ross Ulman said.

“Save Albert Park expects that the death rate, the casualty accident rate and the non-casualty accident rate will remain high for as long as the Grand Prix remains in Albert Park – because a purpose built Formula One track cannot be made safe for public motoring despite Blackspot funding,” added Dr Ulman.

“The only solution is to shift the race to a permanent track which can be built to incorporate state-of-the-art safety features, and where the spectators would be further from the track than they are at several points around the Albert Park circuit.  Then the current track can be restored to roads that are safe for public motorists.”

“In other words, shifting the race from the Park will result in improved safety for 52 weeks a year for public motorists, and improved safety during the Grand Prix.”

Further information:  Dr Ross Ulman: telephone 0419 105 624, 9509-3593
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‘MOTOR RACING IN ALBERT PARK IS WRONG, WRONG, WRONG.  SO MOVE IT!’
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