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M  E  D  I  A     R  E  L  E  A  S  E

Tuesday 7.3.00

NEW GOVERNMENT

SAME TROUGH, SAME SNOUTS

PUBLIC FUNDS CONTINUE TO PROP UP GRAND PRIX

The Grand Prix in Albert Park is a massive drain on taxpayers’ money which is needed for essential services including nurses, teachers, police, and rural infrastructure.

Details of much of this public expenditure are hidden from public scrutiny, but according to best available information and estimates:

· Capital costs - Over $61M so far.

· Operating costs - Over $36M so far, including around $15M operating deficits, $4M public sector sponsorships, and $1M Government corporate hospitality.

Save Albert park spokesman Dr Ross Ulman said “The ALP government seeks to extend the Grand Prix contract even before it has implemented its policy of public disclosure of the full cost of the Grand Prix to the public sector.  The public has a right to know how its money is spent.  Will Premier Bracks sign a secret contract despite his promise of open, honest and accountable government?”

To highlight to the local and international media, these important matters of public interest, Save Albert Park is setting up its own corporate entertainment facility – at no cost to taxpayers:

· at 11:00 a.m. tomorrow [Wednesday 8.3.00]

· at Grand Prix Gate 1 (i.e. the corporate entrance).  Enter from Canterbury Road via the underpass opposite Armstrong Street, Middle Park.

Further information:  Dr Ross Ulman, telephone 0419 105 624, 9509-3593

“ALBERT PARK GRAND PRIX – A LEMON ON WHEELS”




