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M  E  D  I  A     A  L  E  R  T

Thursday 6.7.00

WHAT ARE BRACKS & WALKER DISCUSSING WITH ECCLESTONE?

SURELY NOT A NEW GRAND PRIX CONTRACT

This week Steve Bracks and Ron Walker are meeting Bernie Ecclestone in London, reportedly regarding a contract to hold the F1 Grand Prix in Victoria beyond 2006.  But…

Bracks and his Government do not have a mandate to sign a new contract.

Whilst it is ALP policy to hold the race in Albert Park, the policy does not mention any dates.  A contract beyond 2006 was not mentioned at all during the election campaign in August and September 1999.  Indeed the first time it was mentioned was in November.

The NIEIR’s economic analysis of the 2000 race has not been released yet.

A senior bureaucrat in the Premier’s Department has written that “…many factors will be considered before the Government makes a decision on extending Victoria’s commitment to host the event for more years, including consideration of…the findings of an economic analysis currently underway.”  A gross economic benefit figure was leaked to the media in late June, and the Government has apparently been unable to find the source of the leak!  The public needs to see the NIEIR report before a new contract is negotiated let alone signed.

The Government has not responded to the recommendations in the report of the Audit Review of Government Contracts.

Of the 76 contracts the Audit Review looked at, only one is marked with a “do not disclose”– i.e. the international GP contract.  Why is this?  What’s in the contract that Bracks doesn’t want Victorians to know?  In any event a Government openly committed to transparent process wouldn’t sign a new contract without formally responding to the recommendations in the report of the Audit Review.  Would it?

The Government has promised to consider a public consultation on the future of Albert Park.

Victorians are still waiting.

SAVE ALBERT PARK CALLS ON BRACKS, WALKER AND THE GOVERNMENT TO COME CLEAN ON THE GRAND PRIX – BY IN FUTURE ADHERING TO DUE PROCESS ON ALL MATTERS TO DO WITH THE GRAND PRIX.  ANYTHING LESS IS UNTHINKABLE.

Further information:  Dr Ross Ulman, telephone 0419 105 624, 9509-3593

 “ALBERT PARK GRAND PRIX – A LEMON ON WHEELS”




