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M  E  D  I  A     R  E  L  E  A  S  E

Wednesday 6.12.00

TWO MORE SERIOUS CRASHES ON GP TRACK

GOVERNMENT MUST INTERVENE TO PREVENT MORE DEATHS AND INJURIES

Two more road crashes – one fatal and the other resulting in very serious injuries – have occurred in the last few days on the Grand Prix track in the Albert Park Reserve.  They bring to 41 the number of casualty accidents on the track over the past four years.

Neither accident appears to have been reported by the media.

Last Friday night 1.12.00 on Aughtie Drive, a motor cyclist lost control on Turn 2 of the track, and died after impact with the bollard and chain fence.  

At about 7:30 a.m. on Monday 4.12.00 a small sedan travelling south on Lakeside Drive strayed into the oncoming traffic and collided head on with a tray truck.  The driver of the car had to be cut from the wreckage.  She reportedly sustained severe injuries.

Civil Engineer Graham Bannerman, author of the June 2000 report Racetrack in the Park – Success or Failure?, said that there have been 2.5 times more casualty accidents on both Lakeside Drive and Aughtie Drive compared with the accident rate before realignment of the roads for the Grand Prix track.  And that following removal of median strips from Lakeside Drive and Aughtie Drive in 1995, the rate of head on collisions doubled.  “If the median strip had been in place on Lakeside Drive the head on collision on Monday morning may not have happened”, he said.

In relation to the fatal crash at Turn 2, Mr Bannerman said that the roadside bollards may not have adequate frangibility for motor cyclists, there is a lack of overhead lighting, and the interval between reflectors on roadside bollards is 48 metres compared with the desirable interval of 9 metres.

Mr Bannerman said that the two recent crashes reinforce that it is time the Bracks Government heeded his call for an urgent public enquiry into the safety of the roads in the Albert Park Reserve, and to determine how planning process were over-ridden to build the race track and to remove previously successful safety treatments.

“The Government must intervene to stop Victorians being killed and injured on the Grand Prix track”, Mr Bannerman said.

Contact:  Dr Ross Ulman, telephone 9509-3593 or 0419 105 624.




