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M  E  D  I  A     R  E  L  E  A  S  E

Tuesday 5.9.00

STEVE’S SECOND SECRECY SNUB

GOVERNMENT MISSES OWN DEADLINE

When he became Premier in late 1999, Steve Bracks committed himself and his government to “decency, democracy and openness”.

Now, less than a year later, the Government’s actions demonstrate that the Premier’s stated commitment is in fact no commitment at all.

In his 1.6.00 Media Release issued at the time he released the report of the Audit Review of Government Contracts, the Premier noted that the report, “…made recommendations on the disclosure of future contracts to ensure transparency and accountability…”.  He promised that, “The Government expects to announce clearly defined protocols for the public disclosure of commercial dealings by August.”

Well August has passed, and the Government has not announced any protocols.

And of course on 16.8.00 Mr Bracks himself announced that his Government had signed a new totally secret contract (for the Grand Prix).  Even though the new contract does not take effect until 2007, it’s easy to see why the Premier had to announce the new contract before he announced the protocols.

The Government can say what it likes, but its actions speak louder than its words.  It has ignored its own deadline for the announcement of the promised protocols, and in the meantime it has announced a new secret contract.

Surely it is time for the media to call the Government to account for failing to honour its commitment to “decency, democracy and openness”.  The Government is foisting a serious confidence trick on Victorians.

Contact:  Dr Ross Ulman, telephone 9509-3593 or 0419 105 624.




