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M  E  D  I  A     R  E  L  E  A  S  E

Sunday 5.3.00

“THE LAST PICNIC”

THE GRAND PRIX CORPORATION KICKS THE PUBLIC

OUT OF A PUBLIC PARK AND PAYS THEM NOTHING

At midnight tomorrow (Monday 6.3.00) the Grand Prix Corporation will close the Albert Park Reserve – a public park – to the public.

This is the culmination of the progressive occupation of the Park by the Corporation since early January.  The objective evidence is that this occupation has resulted in major disruption for Park users – both sports participants and passive recreational users.

And what financial compensation does the Corporation pay the public (via Parks Victoria) for this occupation and disruption of a Park recently valued by the Valuer General at over $403m?  Probably not a cent!  Despite this being a deal between two Government bodies, details of it are commercial in confidence!  Save Albert Park has information that the Corporation pays Parks Victoria with Grand Prix tickets and hospitality, but to date no media person has pushed the Corporation or Parks Victoria to find out the details.

To bear witness to the closing of the Park, and to protest the secrecy of the rental deal, Save Albert Park is holding “The Last Picnic”, and we invite you to attend:

· 11:15 p.m. tomorrow (Monday 6.3.00)

· Children’s Community Playground, Pit Straight (access via Armstrong St underpass).

Further information:  Dr Ross Ulman, telephone 0419 105 624, 9509-3593

“ALBERT PARK GRAND PRIX – A LEMON ON WHEELS”




