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M  E  D  I  A     R  E  L  E  A  S  E

GRAND PRIX

ATTENDANCE COUNT FIGURE

FRIDAY 2.3.01

Save Albert Park’s attendance figure for Friday 2.3.01 is:

57,599

The equivalent Save Albert Park figure in 2000 was 56,620.

The equivalent Save Albert Park figure in 1999 was 51,045.

Yesterday (Thursday) Save Albert Park’s Grand Prix attendance count was 27,136; at 49,600 the Grand Prix Corporation’s figure was almost double ours.

Save Albert Park believes that this large difference is a matter of public concern, given that the economic effect of the event relies heavily on the attendance figure.

Our count methodology is open to inspection and audit by the media, but the Grand Prix Corporation – a publicly funded body – does not divulge its methodology.

Thus, you may wish to put these questions to Ron Walker and/or the Grand Prix Corp.:

1. are they reporting ticket sales, or do they rely on electronic counting devices?

2. are the counting devices directional, i.e. are they triggered by people leaving?

3. when gate staff walk in and out through the beams – as they do very frequently throughout the day – do the devices count them?

Save Albert Park will release its attendance figures for Saturday 3.3.01 and Sunday 4.3.01 at about 4 p.m. each day.

Further information:  Dr Ross Ulman: telephone 0419 105 624, 9509-3593
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‘MOTOR RACING IN ALBERT PARK IS WRONG, WRONG, WRONG.  SO MOVE IT!’
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