[image: image1.wmf]

M  E  D  I  A     R  E  L  E  A  S  E

Monday 2.4.01

WALKER SHOULD GO NOW

GRAND PRIX CORPORATION NEEDS NEW HEAD

Now Ron Walker has resigned as the Chairman of the Victorian Major Events Company, he should go all the way and also resign as the Chairman of the Grand Prix Corporation.

Whilst simultaneously being the GP Corporation head and a business associate of Bernie Ecclestone, he has a conflict of interest.  He reportedly received a $100M fee from Ecclestone around the same time he was negotiating a new GP contract with Ecclestone on behalf of Victorian taxpayers.  Where do his loyalties lie?  It’s not a good image.

And in the wake of the tragic crash at the 2001 Grand Prix, Walker’s media performance as the head of a major public corporation was unbecoming.  This was clear from the coverage in the local and international media.

If Walker doesn’t resign then the Government should sack him.

On 23.3.96 the Herald Sun reported that John Brumby vowed to dump Walker from the Major Events Company, accusing him of damaging the state’s business reputation, and claiming that potential investors had expressed concern about Walker’s alleged conflict of interest.  Brumby said that, ‘There are clear conflicts of interest between the work he does for…(the Major Events Company)…and his private interests…’

Save Albert Park spokesman Ross Ulman, said that, “The Grand Prix Corporation needs a new chairman.  Walker should resign his job as its head.  He has tarnished his reputation.  It won’t recover.”

Further information:  Dr Ross Ulman: telephone 0419 105 624, 9509-3593
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‘MOTOR RACING IN ALBERT PARK IS WRONG, WRONG, WRONG.  SO MOVE IT!’
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