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M  E  D  I  A     A  L  E  R  T

Wednesday 28.2.01

GRAND PRIX ATTENDANCE

WHAT IS FACT AND WHAT IS HYPE

Each year the Grand Prix Corporation releases an attendance figure for each day of the event, but it denies the public’s right to know how it gets its figures.

Ignoring the secrecy issue, the Grand Prix attendance figure is important because the National Institute of Economic and Industry Research [NIEIR] uses it to calculate the number of interstate and overseas spectators whose aggregate spending is a major component of the event’s direct impact on the Victorian economy [NIEIR report, July 2000, p. 17].
Our previous counts indicate that the Corporation’s figures were inflated by 42% in 1999 and 44% in 2000.  Thus whether or not one accepts NIEIR’s methodology – and SAP does not – a true attendance figure 44% less than the Corporation’s figure means a much smaller economic impact.

So again this year Save Albert Park is doing a Grand Prix attendance count – aiming to highlight that the Grand Prix Corporation won’t reveal how it gets its figures, and to stimulate the media to find out.

Save Albert Park counts manually at all gates on all four days of the event during the hours almost all attenders enter the event.

Save Albert Park invites you to view our counting methods at the Grand Prix gates, and to inspect our Attendance Count headquarters at our VIP marquee located just under the Armstrong Street underpass, near Gate 1.

Around 4 p.m. on Thursday 1.3.01, Friday 2.3.01, Saturday 3.3.01 and Sunday 4.3.01, Save Albert Park will be releasing its daily attendance figure by faxed Media Release, or telephone.  If you wish to receive the figure by telephone, please notify Ross Ulman.

Further information:  Dr Ross Ulman, telephone 0419 105 624, 9509-3593



‘MOTOR RACING IN ALBERT PARK IS WRONG, WRONG, WRONG.  SO MOVE IT!’



