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M  E  D  I  A     R  E  L  E  A  S  E

Tuesday 27.2.01

GRAND PRIX GRANDSTANDS UNSAFE

C.F.M.E.U. ISSUES WARNING

SAVE ALBERT PARK STATES POLICY

According to the 25.2.01 edition of the CFMEU’s radio program “Concrete Gang”, several of the Grand Prix grandstands are unsafe, due to “butt-welds, broken welds, and home-made pieces of equipment – the problems have to be seen to be believed.”

The program reported that the CFMEU’s Occupational Health & Safety representative has notified employers, the Union’s concerns have basically been ignored, there have been meetings with the Minister, and Ministers and officials are trying to figure out what to do. The segment concluded by stating “You wouldn’t let anyone sit on some of those grandstands until they’re fixed up!”

The Union’s warning also featured on ABC Radio News today.

Save Albert Park suspects that if anything goes wrong with the grandstands during the event, we could become the scapegoat.

Thus it is timely to restate Save Albert Park’s policy that our opposition to Albert Park as the location for the Grand Prix will always be non-violent, and we will never do anything that is likely to physically harm Grand Prix participants, the general public, or ourselves.

We note that:

· if the Grand Prix is relocated to a permanent venue, the grandstands will be permanent and thus less susceptible to structural problems

· according to the excessively restrictive Australian Grands Prix Act 1994, any member of the public who is killed or injured at the Grand Prix is barred from seeking compensation.

Save Albert Park calls upon the State Government to move the race and amend the Act.

Contact:  Dr Ross Ulman, telephone 9509-3593, 0419 105 624.



‘MOTOR RACING IN ALBERT PARK IS WRONG, WRONG, WRONG.  SO MOVE IT!’



