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M  E  D  I  A     R  E  L  E  A  S  E

Friday 24 March 2000

PROPOSED EXTENSION OF GRAND PRIX CONTRACT
Save Albert Park Warns of Major Voter Backlash

Save Albert Park warns the Bracks Labor Government that its collaboration with Ron Walker, Federal Liberal Party Treasurer and close friend of Formula One chief Bernie Ecclestone, to extend the Albert Prix Grand Prix contract will trigger an aggressive, sustained campaign extending to the next State election.

This campaign will focus on the Bracks Government’s:

· irresponsibility in proceeding with the Formula One contract negotiations without waiting for the release of its own economic study of the 2000 event, or for the report on existing contracts from the Russell Audit Review Panel

· willingness to commit unspecified public funds to a private profit-making event in a public park, without first making a proper investigation of the real economic benefits to the State, given that the claims of major economic benefits made by the Kennett Government and repeated by the Bracks Government have never been tested by a rigorous cost-benefit analysis

· disregard of its own policy and election promises for accountable, open and consultative government by failing to give assurances – despite repeated requests from Save Albert Park – that all Grand Prix related contracts will be provided to the Audit Review Panel and its report made public

· acceptance of the continued degradation of a major inner-city park, a public asset recently valued at $403 million, rather than promoting the development of an alternative, private, purpose-built venue for motor racing in Victoria

· gross inconsistency in promoting a national anti-smoking campaign while staging an event heavily dependent on cigarette sponsorship.

“Unless the Bracks Government declares an immediate freeze on all Grand Prix related contracts, pending the outcome of current reviews and of additional independent audits of the cost-benefit and environmental impacts of this event, Save Albert Park will proceed with its planned campaign”, Save Albert Park spokesman Dr Harry Ward said.

Further information:  Dr Harry Ward, telephone 0419 105 624.

“ALBERT PARK GRAND PRIX – A LEMON ON WHEELS”




