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M  E  D  I  A     R  E  L  E  A  S  E

Monday 29.1.01

ROAD RAGE ON ACCIDENT TOLL

Port Phillip Councillor to address protest

Port Phillip Councillor, Carolyn Hutchens, will address protesters at 12.30 pm, today outside the Grand Prix office, 220 Albert Road, South Melbourne.

Since the park road was reconfigured as a Grand Prix track and opened to the public in May 1995, there have been fifty crashes with serious injuries as well as three deaths on the circuit.  After repeatedly denying the danger of the track for five years, Parks Victoria has applied for VicRoads funding under the Black Spot program.

Civil Engineer and Save Albert Park member, Graeme Bannerman warned of the dangers of the road's construction at the time it was opened to the public.  He has constantly monitored the track and produced two reports “Built for Speed Not Excitement “and “Race Track in the Park - Success or Failure?” which point out that the lack of calming devices, the angles of the curves and bends and the crossfall, all combine to make this a very dangerous thoroughfare for ordinary motorists.

All attempts by Parks Victoria to fix the problems have required the approval of the Grand Prix Corporation and ensure that the safety of the Formula One drivers and the excitement of the race is placed first. Temporary speed humps, erected in 1996 were removed because they could damage the road surface and make it dangerous for racing cars.

The accident rate on Lakeside Drive has increased by 2.5 times since the road became a race track and the rate on Aughtie Drive is 2.8 times greater.

"This is completely unacceptable," said Councillor Carolyn Hutchens, Chair of the Port Phillip Road Safety Committee, "The safety of ordinary Victorians and visitors must be paramount. "How many more accidents, injuries and deaths must occur before safety (which is regarded as important on all other Victorian roads) will be considered of equal importance to a race in Albert Park? Where else in the world do civilians drive on purpose built motor racing tack?" 

A small group of Save Albert Park members will join Councillor Hutchens outside the Grand Prix office at 12.30 today to demand that the road safety becomes the priority.

Further information 9690 3855 (SAP office) or 0407 682 794.




