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M  E  D  I  A     R  E  L  E  A  S  E

Wednesday 16.8.00

BRACKS’ SECRECY KEEPS VICTORIANS IN THE DARK ABOUT THE GRAND PRIX

NO MANDATE, DUE PROCESS BYPASSED, NEW CONTRACT SECRET, TRUTH HIDDEN FROM VICTORIANS 

The Government has no mandate to commit Victorians to the Grand Prix in Albert Park beyond 2006.  Holding the Grand Prix in the Park beyond 2006 is not ALP policy, and signing a contract for the period beyond 2006 was not mentioned until well after the 1999 state election.  

By releasing the NIEIR report on the economic impact of the 2000 Grand Prix at the same time as announcing a new contract spanning 2007 to 2010, the State Government has pre-empted debate on the economic effect of the Grand Prix in Albert Park.

And the Government has apparently determined that the new contract will remain secret, even before it has formally responded to the report of the Audit Review of Government Contracts.

Victorians deserve to know what’s in the Grand Prix contract.  By signing a secret contract, Premier Bracks has shown that he cannot be trusted, because he came to office pledging his government to openness and accountability.

“Today is a black day for democracy in Victoria,” said SAP spokesman Dr Ross Ulman.  “For the past 6 years the Grand Prix in Albert Park has been a symbol of politicians thumbing their noses at the public.  And they have just done so again.”

Save Albert Park wants to see the GP remain in Victoria, but on a purpose built year round track – not in a public park.  It seems the Government couldn’t care less.

Contact:  Dr Ross Ulman, telephone 9509-3593 or 0419 105 624.




