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M  E  D  I  A     R  E  L  E  A  S  E

GRAND PRIX

ATTENDANCE COUNT FIGURE

SUNDAY 12.3.00

Save Albert Park’s attendance figure for Sunday 12.3.00 is:

89,462

The equivalent Save Albert Park figure in 1999 was 87,500.  Save Albert Park’s 4-day total for the 2000 event is 249,309 compared with 241,966 for the 1999 event, and 236,955 for the 1998 event.

Yesterday (Saturday) Save Albert Park’s Grand Prix attendance count was 76,256.  The Grand Prix Corporation’s figure of 107,200 was a massive 31,000 (40%) higher than ours.

Yet again, Save Albert Park concludes that this large difference cannot be explained by different counting methods.  Our count methodology and results are open to inspection and audit by the media.  Save Albert Park remains convinced that the electronic counting devices used by the Corporation are not able to provide an accurate attendance count figure.

GOT TO LIE, FORMULA ONE?

You may wish to put these questions to Ron Walker and/or the Grand Prix Corp.:

1. are they reporting ticket sales, or do they rely on electronic counting devices?

2. are the counting devices directional, i.e. are they triggered by people leaving?

3. do the devices differentiate between paying patrons and others (e.g. staff, media, police)?

4. what is the number of free tickets issued by the Corporation? 

Further information:  Dr Ross Ulman: telephone 0419 105 624, 9509-3593

 “ALBERT PARK GRAND PRIX – A LEMON ON WHEELS”




