[image: image1.png]Albert Park TELEPHONE (03) 9690 3855 » FAX (03) 9690 3544
POST OFFICE BOX 1300 ¢ SOUTH MELBOURNE DC e VICTORIA * AUSTRALIA 3205
INTERNET www.save-alben-park.org.au





M  E  D  I  A     R  E  L  E  A  S  E

Saturday 11.3.00

A MOTOR RACE IN A PUBLIC PARK IS WRONG, WRONG, WRONG.  AND MAD!

THE EVENT IS A MASSIVE LEMON ON WHEELS

The Grand Prix in Albert Park is bad for the general public – it’s “A Lemon on Wheels’:

· A Financial Lemon – over $100 million dollars of taxpayers’ money spent so far.  Secret deals and contracts.  Continued operating losses.  Loss of major sponsors.  Unclear economic and tourism benefits.  No benefit to most local traders.  Big traffic congestion on nearby roads.

· A Sporting Lemon – disruption to sporting and recreational park users.  Infrastructure in the park for 5-6 months.  Poor park restoration.  Permanent park damage.

To highlight these matters of public interest, Save Albert Park has organised two activities:

· Double decker bus – specially decorated, touring the areas around the track today (Saturday) and tomorrow (Sunday), publicising the theme “Albert Park Grand Prix – A Lemon on Wheels”.  Media representatives are welcome to ride.  Travel is free!

· Silent Vigil – tomorrow (Sunday) from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., near gate 1, enter from Canterbury Rd via the underpass opposite Armstrong St, Middle Park.  To emphasise that what has always been wrong with a motor race in a public park, is still wrong!  Which is why Save Albert Park opposes it, and will continue to do so until it is shifted.  A good photo opportunity!

Regarding the “Lemon on Wheels” there is talk of the Victorian Government extending the current Grand Prix contract.  Before the contract is extended, Victorian taxpayers deserve the facts, not the hype.  And the Grand Prix needs to be on a permanent track where it can earn a profit – not in a public park where even Ron Walker admits it will always make a loss.

Further information:  Dr Ross Ulman, telephone 0419 105 624, 9509-3593

“ALBERT PARK GRAND PRIX – A LEMON ON WHEELS”




