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The Four Way Test 
 

Is it the truth? 
 

Is it fair to all concerned? 
 

Will it build goodwill and 

better friendships? 
  

Will it benefit all concerned? 

 

We Meet at Kew Golf Club on Thursdays from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm sharp, 

with fellowship from 12:30pm.  $30.00 each. 

Dress code: Tailored slacks and collared shirts for men. No mobile phones. 

If you are unable to attend, or if you are bringing guests, please email 

Murray Chessell  (mchessell@bigpond.com) by Tuesday. 

 

Upcoming Club Meetings 

Thu 

3 March 
Nigel Dick  ï  Odyssey House 

Thu 

10 March 
Murray Chessell  ï  The Member Behind the Badge 

Thu 

17 March 
No Meeting 

(GSE Welcome Dinner on Tuesday 15 March) 

Thu 

24 March 
Club Forum 

Thu 

31 March 
Fellowship Meeting 

(District Conference) 

Thu 

7 April 
President Jonathan Shepherdôs Report on 

the District Conference 

 

Duty Roster 

If you are unable to carry out your duties, 

please arrange for someone to take over. 

 3 March 10 March 24 March  

Sergeant F Payne F Payne F Payne 

Chair  P Hoban G Grant A Dalziel 

Setting up P Stewart H Ellis G Rodsted 

Setting up F OôSullivan B Crozier M McFarlane 

Host M Stillwell  B Pick J Kennedy 

Cashier L Blake R McCartney M H Tan 

Cashier R Fasken S Holliday R Levin 

Thought M Power S Babbar G Sheahan 

Wine M Conyers J Forsyth P Stewart 
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The Rotary Club of Kew acknowledges the ongoing support 

of the following organisations. 
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An Enlightening Meeting 
 

 

Last week, President Jonathan Shepherd welcomed President 

Meredith Hayes (R. C. of Hawthorn) and President Ian Salek 

(R. C. of Glenferrie), our guest speaker Leading Senior Constable 

Brett Phillips  and a good turn out of members. 

The Chairman was Merv Williams  and the Sergeant was Fred 

Payne. 

 

Thought for the Day 

This Thought for the Day is silently presented: ñEach day is like 

an ice-cream cone, that must be enjoyed before it melts.ò 

 

Raffle for the Weekly Bottle of Wine 

At last weekôs meeting, Murray Chessellôs bottle of wine was won 

by Meron Power. 

 

Presidentôs Weekly Report 

As with most of us, time seems to be moving faster and faster with more things to do and seemingly 

less time to do them.  Joining us at this weekôs meeting were three very busy people, being Cluster 

Presidents Meredith Hayes (R.C of Hawthorn) and President Ian Salek, (R.C. of Glenferrie).  Both 

are running their clubs very well and doing so many things for Rotary in general.  Apologies were 

sent from President David Shave (Kew on Yarra) who could not join us this Thursday.  I had 

invited them to our meeting not only to see how a real Rotary club performs (LOL ï to use the kids 

parlance) but to join us for the inaugural Boroondara Paper meeting being held later on Thursday 

afternoon.  More on that to come. 

 The other very busy person who joined us was 

the guest speaker, Leading Senior Constable 

Brett Phillips.  Brett has been a member of 

Victoria Police for 17 years serving in both 

country and suburban stations. The past 10 

years have been focussed on proactive policing 

with a youth focus. Brett has been involved in 

many youth programs and initiatives including 

anger management programs for adolescent 

boys and as treasurer of a local Blue Light, 

where he was instrumental in developing and 

running the youth club, discos and city experiences for regional youth. During the past 4 years Brett 

has been heavily involved in the Kokoda Challenge program that has seen local students improve 

their self esteem, improve connectedness with their local community and view their future more 

optimistically. Brett is the Youth Resource Officer for Boroondara. 

I had the good fortune to meet Brett at the Rotary / Boroondara Police BBQ lunch last week.  Brett 

told me his story and we were able to change our arrangements for this week and get him as the 

Guest Speaker.  We all found the message and goods works that Brett has done in Boroondara in 

the youth work, crime prevention, public information programs inspiring. 

Two of the most interesting, challenging and easily recognised initiatives  is the work on Graffiti in 

the area and the youth work as part of the Kokoda Challenge Program.  They are a challenge both to 

misguided youth and to Rotary clubs in the area to get involved.  Something that Kew will be 

looking at to see what we can assist with in the near future. 



The Boroondara Paper inaugural meeting was held on Thursday and chaired by Andrew Dalziel.  

The venue, date and a list of suggested guest speakers was drawn up as well as costs and marketing 

ideas discussed.  The committee made up of all the cluster clubs has room for a few more 

volunteers, so please contact Andrew on 9819 7273 or myself on the Presidential hotline to become 

part of this exciting activity. 

We were all sad to hear about the number of members and partners who are on the unwell list as 

well as those who are having operations (both major and minor) this week.  Our best wishes go out 

to you all and wish you all a speedy recovery.  Please call Dr Bill or myself to let us know how you 

are.   Our thoughts also go out to those in Christchurch New Zealand for their terrible loss this 

week.  Good news from our end that Jan Hobanôs family are fine but the wedding they were to 

attend this weekend has been delayed as the Christchurch Cathedral is no more.  Their familyôs 

department store received relatively minor damage compared to other buildings so all is well, 

compared to what it could have been. 

The óKew travellersô are at it again with members on boats and planes heading off to Europe and 

other exotic destinations.  Stay safe and donôt forget to send post cards.  One of the intrepid 

travellers is Treasurer Barry and wife Judy.  During their absence I will be doing the banking, so 

please let me know if there is any treasury issue. 

Talking about absences, I am an apology for this Thursday as I am moving Lauren back to Geelong 

(Volunteers welcome, please call) so VP Michael Conyers will be stepping in as President and 

Treasurer.  Thanks Mike. 

Donôt forget Clean up Australia day, this coming Sunday (6th March) at the usual Willsmere 

Chandler Park on Willow Grove East Kew.  Starting between 8:30 and 9 am.  All welcome and 

bring a friend.  Morning tea served as well. 

Another date not to forget is the GSE welcome dinner on Tuesday 15th March at Kooyong Tennis 

Club.  Details below and in last weekôs Bulletin.  There will be no Thursday meeting that week 

(17th). 

Conference bookings are almost ready to close so book now to join us.  Unfortunately Greg and 

Wilma Rodsted will not be joining us in Adelaide as Greg is in hospital with blood clots making 

quiet and no travel the order of the day.  Rest up and get ready for next yearôs conference Greg! 

The Friday night club dinner is booked for Glenelg.  A short tram trip from our hotel to the sunny 

beachside resort will be just one of the highlights of the event.  I have a few tickets left @$50 each 

for the fabulous raffle of the black Audi A3 from our generous conference sponsors Penfold Audi in 

Burwood (OOPs! sorry Michael S).  Not many tickets so there is a big chance to snare the Audi. 

 Thanks to all those that attended the combined 

packing óworkathonô at DIK in Footscray on 

Saturday.  It was my first opportunity to be there 

and see the workings of this fabulous Rotary 

activity.  It was great to see the RC of 

Daylesford team led by President Lesley 

Baragwanath, working with Kew packing and 

sorting much needed supplies for overseas 

missions.  Sorry I couldnôt stay but I just made 

my auction with minutes to spare. 

Congratulations to observant Graeme Sheahan on spotting and correctly answering the bulletin 

ñhidden quizò.  There will be more in coming months.  Graemeôs prize is on its way. 

ñI look forward to seeing you all again soon.ò 

President Jonathan Shepherd. 
 

 

 



 

 

ROTARY CLUB OF KEW  

 

 

Minuters of AGM Held at Columboôs Pizza Parlor Whitehorse Road Balwyn on 

Thursday 25 November 2010 at 1.20 PM 
 

 

Apologies: Frank OôSullivan, Beth Foley, Peter Hoban, Vin Doquile and Michael Conyers. 

 

Approval of Minutes of the 2009 AGM: The minutes of the 2009 AGM were circulated following 

that meeting. 

Resolved: that the minutes be received as a true and correct record. (Moved Michael Stillwell 

Second Peter Stewart) 

 

Approval  of the accounts: The accounts for the y/e 30 June 2009 were circulated .  Ron 

McCartney explained that the accounts had been submitted to the Hon Auditor Arthur Karamatsos 

in August but despite a number of requests he had not complete the audit.             Resolved: To 

approve the accounts subject to audit. (Moved Leo Blake, Second Murray Chessell) 

 

Appointment of Auditor:  No nomination was received and the issue was referred back to the 

board for resolution 

 

Election of office bearers: There being no other nominations  

Resolved: Michaael Stilwell be elected as  President Elect (Moved Jonathan Shepherd. Second 

Barry Minster) and  

Jill Forsyth be elected as President Nominee (Moved Jonathan Shepherd Second Barry Minster) 

 

Other business There was no other business 

 

 

Meeting closed at 1.30 PM 

 

 

 

Murray Chessell 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

Clean Up Australia Day 

Why not do your bit to clean up Australia on Sunday, 6
th
 March? Thereôs a great 

opportunity to help clean up Willsmere-Chandler Park. Meet at Willow Grove 

(Melway 45 F1) between 8:30 and 9 am. Let Peter Hoban, Vin Doquile or Jonathan 

Shepherd know that you are coming. 
 

 



Golf Day  -  Rotary Club of Greensborough 

The Rotary Club of Greensboroughôs 17
th
 Annual Golf Day will be held at the 

Growling Frog Golf Course, Donnybrook Rd, Yan Yean on Friday, 8
th
 April with 

registration from 11:15 am for a 12 noon shotgun start. The entry fee for this 

Stableford event is $85, which includes a 2-course meal at 6 pm, and guests are 

welcome. For further information, call 9467 2946 or 0412 808 019. 
 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

  

Sunday, 

6 March 

Clean Up Australia Day  ï  see Vin Doquile or Peter Hoban. 

Meet at Willow Grove (Melway 45 F1) between 8:30 and 9 am. 

Tuesday 

15 March 

Welcome Function for the Incoming GSE Team. 7 for 7:30 

at Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club  ï  see Vin Doquile or 
Richard Groom 03 9888 4099 

Thu 31 March ï 

Sat 2 April 

District Conference, Adelaide 

See Frank OôSullivan for more details. 

Saturday, 

 30 April 

Rotary club of Carltonôs Fund Raising Dinner 

See last weekôs Bulletin or john.elligate@acu.edu.au or 9827 0397 

 

 

 

The Board of the Rotary Club of Kew has asked that the following letter from the chairman of 

Disaster Aid Australia be reproduced here. The original is part of their Annual Report which can 

be found at www.disasteraidaustralia.org.au 

 

Chairmanôs Report 

After some seven years as the Australian affiliate of the 

ShelterBox Trust UK (and arguably the most successful of the 

international fraternity of affiliates), the relationship with the UK 

was terminated by the Trust under stressful and difficult 

circumstances. The first part of this report is therefore not easy to 

write, but in the interests of providing a brief record of the yearôs 

events that led to the close of ShelterBox Australia (and then the 

formation of Disaster Aid Australia), it must be done. 

While in financial terms, it was the best year in the companyôs 

history, in terms of personal relationships and rancour, it was the 

worst. 

What caused the breakdown in the relationship? 

ShelterBox Australia [SBA] had a very basic agreement with the 

ShelterBox Trust UK [SBUK]. It required all donations to SBA be 

used only for the cost of a ShelterBox, its contents, storage and 

delivery to those affected by natural and other disasters in 

developing countries. The agreement also provided that SBA 

retain up to 15% for administration and related local expenditure. 

In August 2009, we were inadvertently made aware of an internal SBUK operations report that 

showed the cost of a ShelterBox (including delivery) was just under £300. Given our donors were 
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paying A$1,200 (which, on changing exchange rates during the year also meant we were at times 

remitting upwards of £600 per box) then prima facie the donations were not being spent as provided 

in our agreement. 

As directors of a public company, Board members are conscious of our fiduciary and legal 

responsibilities, and especially to our many donors, (including our fellow Rotarians), so we made a 

series of reasonable requests for copies of SBUKôs financials, business plan and budgets. When 

those were ignored, we persisted, leading to conference calls that produced statements by SBUK 

including advice that they would not be able to present accurate financials for some months. This 

was clearly unsatisfactory so we persisted with our demands for transparency and accountability 

while also taking professional advice. 

On 22 December, SBUK served notice that our affiliation would be terminated on and from 30 

March 2010. In an attempt to resolve our differences we sought a meeting with SBUK, and in 

February, three of my co-directors and I flew to Cornwall, England. We were assured of an open 

agenda and all prior conditions and ultimatums withdrawn. However, we were disappointed to be 

presented with an agenda that included an item, ñnew board and new leadershipò and told if we did 

not agree, then there should be, ñan effective handover of the company to an SBUK nominee.ò 

Nevertheless, despite this ultimatum, we endeavoured to meet in good faith. A tipping point was as 

we repeated our requests for financial transparency and accountability that in essence centred on, 

ñthe cost of a boxò, we were met with a response from the chairman of SBUK, (and this is an exact 

quote), ñitôs none of your business!ò We left the February UK meeting frustrated, and disappointed 

that no resolution had been achieved. On 30 March 2010, our affiliation with SBUK was formally 

terminated. Of significance to us, in light of certain events following the termination, we consider 

our stance and actions have been further vindicated. 

The foregoing has been painful to write so I now move to an exciting development in the provision 

of humanitarian aid assistance: an Australian Rotary Club project that is receiving overwhelming 

interest and support. And for that, my colleagues and I are encouraged and most appreciative. 

Disaster Aid Australia is born 

Following the severance with SBUK, we reported to members of 

the Rotary Club of Endeavour Hills (and to the company members) 

and asked for their views. In essence, ñdo we walk away from this 

project, given that it had been a project of the Club for seven years, 

and had been the most successful of the international affiliates, 

(and with the lowest administration cost ï under 10%) and had 

contributed significantly to the growth of SBUK?ò 

The members of the Club resolved unanimously to continue with a 

humanitarian aid project, and to the launch of Disaster Aid Australia to instigate it. At that 

emotional meeting, members willingly committed $175,000, from their own pockets, as seed capital 

to fund Disaster Aid Australia. Company members also pledged their total support. 

We changed the company name to Disaster Aid Australia and began operating on 1 June 2010. And 

I am pleased to report that the Board and management remained the same. 

Other highlights, subsequent events and planning 

In reviewing the 2009-2010 year of what became Disaster Aid Australia, a highlight was the 

granting of Deductible Gift Recipient [DGR] status which means the company is entitled to receive 

deductible gifts and tax deductible contributions. We are one of some 190 organisations in Australia 

with that status. 

Since we commenced, Disaster Aid has been a runaway success both here and, in such a short time, 

internationally. ShelterBox Canada terminated its affiliation and changed its company name to 

Disaster Aid Canada. A number of former SBUK volunteers in the USA resigned from the UK 

Trust and formed Disaster Aid USA. 


