
 

Dr. John Skerritt , a research scientist who is  

deputy secretary of the Department of Industry in  

Victoria, Australia, has been chosen by The Rotary 

Foundation Trustees as the recipient of the 2010-12 

Global Alumni Service to Humanity Award.  
 

Dr. Skerritt has provided assistance to Indonesia, 

India, and other Southeast Asian countries in the  

areas of medical science, biotechnology, agriculture, 

and public administration.   

 

Dr. Skerritt studied as a 1983-84 Ambassadorial Scholar at the University of Michigan 

in Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA. He is a member of the Rotary Club of Hampton,  

Victoria and  will receive the award on 8 May at the 2012 RI Convention in Bangkok, 

Thailand. 

 

Dr. Skerritt is an adjunct full Professor in agriculture at the University of Queensland 

and has been recognized by Thomson-Reuters as one of the 200 most highly cited re-

searchers internationally in agriculture. 

 

He was formerly the Deputy Chief Executive Officer at the Australian Centre for  

International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) where he served for over a decade.  

He has developing-country experience in research management in over 20 countries in 

Asia/Pacific/Africa and has also managed long-term projects in India, and delivered 

training courses in Indonesia, Thailand, India, East Timor, Ecuador and Lebanon.  

 

He has an extensive research and practice change background having previously held 

research and senior management positions at CSIRO and within several Cooperative 

Research Centres. Dr Skerritt is also the Chair of the International Water Management 

Institute and has been a member of a number of Australian Boards and Committees in 

agriculture and in agricultural education.  W ith a strong reputation in the international 

research and practice change  community, having been an invited speaker at more than 

80 international conferences, Dr Skerritt is the recipient of numerous international 

awards and has also authored more than 300 scientific publications and 10 patents. 

 

In 2005, he was elected Fellow of the Academy of Technological Sciences and  

Engineering for contributions to and leadership in Australian Agricultural Science and 

Technology. 

 

   Congratulations John! 

Rotary Foundationôs highest alumni awardðJohn Skerritt, Victoria 
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ñFebruary 

is a quiet 

time for 

Donal and 

a busy 

time for 

Lesleyò 

Meeting Minutes ñ 1st February 2012  

 
Sergeant Donal Murtagh welcomed us all to this first day of February, and following Grace and the 

loyal toast, invited President Allan Bruno to the podium. 

 

Allan greeted all members, again welcoming Richard Naudi, prospective member whose application 

for membership will be circulated for approval today.  He then welcomed todayôs Guest Speaker, Julia 

Martin, the clubôs representative at RYLA: Rotary Youth Leadership Assembly, at Mt. Evelyn in  

November.  He also welcomed Alan Smith, of the Australian Federal Police who is involved with the 

Unity Cup soccer at Debneys Park. 

 

Allan then addressed the following: 

1.  The Board Meeting will be held next Tuesday 7th February. 

 

2.   He reminded members about the BBQ to be held this Friday 3rd February at Debneys Park for the 

Starlight Youth Cinema event.  The work will be done by the community, we are needed to  assist and 

support the event. 

 

3.   Future BBQs at Bunnings are set for Sunday 5th and Sunday 12th February.  Please let Ted know 

of your availability. 

 

4.  Those members intending to register for the District Conference are asked to register asap.   

Only 3 members have done so to date and District are keen for a large attendance.  Fees have been  

reduced to the Early Bird rate and there are discounted tickets available for partners and non  

Rotarians. 

 

5.  Peter Cribb is working with the Flemington Community Centre and Mackie to assist the North  

Lions soccer club with their reinstigation to the league.  There are a number of plans in process to help 

them raise the funds for the fine and assist them with ongoing management.  A sausage sizzle is 

planned for February 19th and a possible dinner at a local restaurant is also being planned. 

 

6.  The club attendance rate for January was 75%. 

 

7.  The BBQ we have accepted for Moonee Valley Festival will be used as a fundraiser for our  

Eritrean community supported by us. 

 

8.  We have received another donation of furniture from Quest 

which has been sold to our second hand dealer, a profit of $500 

thanks to Ted, Allan and Peter Cribb. 

 

9.  Please pay for your Christmas cakes and puddings to Brad 

asap. 

 

10.  Thanks to Paul Perrottet for stepping in to replace Peter D.   

as greeter today.  Good to have you back with us. 

 

Jason Marston advised that Steve at the Brass Tavern has agreed 

to host the past members breakfast in April for the club  

anniversary.  Confirmed date and numbers required asap. 

 

Members then enjoyed collegiate time and breakfast. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

Guest Speaker, Julia MartinðRYLA 
Chris Drenen introduced Julia as the clubôs sponsored candidate at RYLA.   

 

Julia commenced by introducing herself and giving us some background.  She comes from Canberra and 

is studying at the University of Melbourne.  Her parents are economists but she was unable to give us any 

tips for the share market for future. 

 

There were 59 other candidates at RYLA.  President Allan Bruno attended the official diner and Chris 

Drenen drove down to collect her, and some other candidate, and bring them home to Melbourne.   

 

The group left International House on 28th November and 

drove to Mount Evelyn, a beautiful bush camp, without any 

outside contact for the duration. 

 

The retreat was led by members of Rotary District 9800 and 

previous RYLA attendees, a passionate and enthusiastic 

group who espoused the values of Rotary and the focus on 

giving back to the community.   

 

During the week, participants explored their own values and 

beliefs, as well as learning about themselves through  

reflection and introspection.  The emphasis was on how they 

could become leaders in the  community, helping in the out-

side world . 

 

There was quite a lot of group work focussing on specific topics and discussions.  Focus on communica-

tion, hope and emphasis on young leaders and the youth of today.   

 

One of the quotes given to them was that  ñ70% of learning is through experience,  20% through reading 

and 10% on what is taught.ò a quote very similar to one of Confuciusô sayings. 

 

For their final presentation, the group was given a 

box with a topic statement and 2 hours in which to 

prepare.  They then had to work together to de-

velop a presentation, a challenge empowering them 

to use each othersô skills and expertise, collaborate 

and jointly present their topic. 

 

Julia finished by complimenting Rotary on an ex-

cellent retreat with great facilities and food, and an 

inspiring and varied group of young leaders who 

learnt together; from and with each other in a self 

development process.   

She worked also with Ruma, a young girl from the 

Horn of Africa with a great laugh.   

 

All participants are now linked on Facebook and 

will keep in contact.  

 

 



Alan Smith, Federal Police Community Liaison 
Alan met up with members of the Rotary Club of Flemington at the recent football events at Debneys 

Park.  His group is part of the anti terrorist unit and a program to engage Muslim men and youth 

through sport.  He has been working with the Flemington high rise estate and the community centre, 

with the Flemington Eagles and the Australian Somali Football Federation. 

 

The new program is to target 12 to 21 year olds rather than adults, in a program called AFL 9s.  The 

program began with Essendon FC and now includes Bulldogs, North Melbourne and Hawthorn.    

AFL 9s is a mix of Aussie rules, netball and soccer playing zones. They had difficulty finding a  

suitable ground but are  now playing at J. J. Holland Park in Kensington.   

 

The new competition will feature 12 teamsð  the Newport Mosque, an Indigenous team, Coburg 

Mosque, Umi Mosque Doncaster, Ajax Jewish Synagogue, Hawthorn South Dragons, AFL multicul-

tural teams from Sydney and Perth as well as the 2 local teams.   There will be 2 pools, 6 teams aside 

in a round robin format with 15 minute halves,  on the rectangular pitch. 

 

The tournament will culminate in the curtain raiser to the EssendonðBulldogs game in June at the 

MCG.  Allan requested the clubôs assistance to run the BBQ at the game at J.J. Holland Park on 25th 

March .  Trying to continue the focus and keep the boys involved, as previously, they played their 

game and left, Allan is keen to keep them watching other matches and being involved.   

 

Assessing the success of the venture can be done 

in many ways, one way is by the attendance, but 

there are number of different items to consider in 

success, one of them is that Victorian police have 

also came on board and their involvement and 

integration in to the community, is also a major 

factor. Selected kids in the 2 representative sides 

will get specialist training, including, leadership 

courses and community interaction.   

They have sufficient sponsors, but wish to be in 

partnership with local community including  

Rotary, to assist with everyday community inter-

action/experience.  President Alan Bruno thanked 

Alan for his information and stated that we are 

looking  forward to work with these communities 

and experience benefits in working together. 

ñAFL 9s  

is easier  

to play, less  

physically  

demanding  

and  

provides an  

environment 

whereby  

particið 

pation,  

enjoyment 

and  

safety  

are a  

priorityò 

AFL 9s is the AFL's alternative version of the game. It has been developed so that all Australian  

football enthusiasts - and those new to the game - can play matches that parallel the traditional game.  

AFL 9s is easier to play, less physically demanding and provides an environment whereby  

participation, enjoyment and safety are a priority. 

AFL 9s can be played in community competitions, schools and overseas with people of all ages and ability levels 

to participate in male, female or mixed teams as determined by the individual competition. 

¶ The game is played between two teams of nine (9) with interchange players. 

¶ The field has a maximum length of 100 metres (which can be modified depending on the age and  

ability level of participants) and is divided into three zones, a mid zone and two scoring zones. 

¶ Teams score by kicking the football into their attacking scoring zone to designated forwards who are the only 

players permitted to score. A mark is awarded irrespective of the distance the ball has travelled and if the ball 

hits the ground it is an automatic turnover (selected competitions only). 

 

A tackling option is available in competitive competitions while in social formats, either a two-handed touch is 

applied or by the removal of a tag that each player wears. 

http://www.afl.com.au/Default.aspx?tabid=10247 

http://www.afl.com.au/Default.aspx?tabid=10247


Sergeants session  

Sergeant Donald Murtagh couldn't wait to fine Lesley McCarthy in relation to starting school early by 3 

weeks, only to find that she has already left the meeting, to be at school for her students, Donal paid the 

fine instead. 

 

He then turned to Richard Naudi to fine him about spelling of his name, Eugene Odachowski was fined 

for being involved with Mick Gatto, to liquidate his business, Chris Drenen crossfined Peter Cribb in re-

lation to last weekôs fine by Peter where he nominated Chris as the cleaner for the master chef. 

 

 Alan Bruno crossfined John Sklenar for not having input in to the interest rate changes in ANZ, followed 

up with fine for Paul Perrottet, because he spent all the time at the tennis and wanted to be a second/third 

guest speaker today. To increase our income Alan also had a Golf bag from the Opportunity shop for 

sale, which was bought for $10- by Chris Drenen. 

Paul Perrottet - Tennis Australia  
Paul advised that this was his 3rd year of involvement with the Australian Open, which celebrated this 

year its 25th year at Melbourne Park and 100th anniversary of an Australian Open in Australia, not 100 

years as there has been few missed during the World wars. The features of the Australian open,  

attendance = 675,000 spectators, Prize money $27.0 million, first of 4 grand slams around the world, best 

organised grand slam as rated by players , 287 TV stations from around the world covering the event plus 

paper and other media. 

 

Paul was one of 230 drivers, who were working in 3 shifts every day, with 65 to 70 drivers on duty all the 

time. The drivers have 10 supervisors and 3 senior supervisors in charge of them, some of these are  

police. This year there were 21 vacancies for these positions and they had 1500 applicants for the  

positions. Main transport was between the hotels and the tennis venues, but longer ones were also for the 

airport on arrival and departure. This year in his airport transport he had "Nike' people, Brown brothers 

who come down from Sydney on Tiger airways and their luggage was being driven by their driver from 

Sydney to Melbourne, Viktoria Azarenko, Caroline Wozniaky and Tomas Berdik 

RAFFLE WINNER - Eugene Odachowski who kindly donated the bottle of wine to our guest speaker 

Alan Smith Federal police (was that a bribe? or just another cheap bottle?) 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutiae: 

Apologies:  Len Seddon, Geoff Cawsey, Peter Donnellan, Anne Dynon, Lindsay Park 

Make Ups:  Allan Bruno, Peter Cribb, Chris Drenen, Geoff Cawsey, Brian 

Visitors: Richard Naudi, Julia Martin, Allan Smith 

Raffle:  Eugene Odachowski who donated the prize to guest Allan Smith



P A G E  

 

 

 The very last item I bought at the pharmacy the night before my trip to Haiti last February 

was Superglue. I doubt synthetic liquid adhesives land on many packing lists, but it was a 

must-have for me in case my old, brittle eyeglasses broke. 

 

My glasses survived the trip without incident. The glue served a far more important purpose.  

I was part of a three-person RI Communications team that crisscrossed Haiti for 16 days, 

documenting Rotarian efforts to help rebuild a nation still badly beleaguered by the  

devastating earthquake that struck in January 2010. The trip was seamlessly orchestrated by 

producer Miriam Doan and colourfully documented by photographer Alyce Henson.  

My role was as reporter and writer. 

 

For the first leg of our trip, we followed a team of 

Rotarians from New York and  Port-au-Prince  

during a four-day mission that brought much-

needed medical treatment to a remote village on 

the island of La Gonave, 40 miles west of the 

mainland.  

This group also installed 18 solar panels to power 

the villageôs medical clinic and water pump. 

  

A couple hours after the medical clinic closed the 

first night we were there, a 12-year-old boy, Alfy, 

and his mother walked up in need of immediate 

care. Alfyôs forehead and mouth were bleeding 

profusely. He had fallen off a cow and landed on a 

large rock.   Face first.   Ouch. 

 

Dr. Ernst Jean, a Haitian-American doctor from New York, worked quickly. The gash on 

Alfyôs forehead only needed a few sutures to mend. His upper lip was a different story. 

Split cleanly from top to bottom, Aflyôs lip was severely damaged.  Because the only  

anesthetic available was 1% topical Lidocaine gel, which does little to blunt the pain, the 

 doctor couldnôt properly mend the wound. As a temporary recourse, Dr. Ernst decided to 

close the lip as best he could with stitches. 

 

In the middle of the hour-long procedure, he asked if anyone had Superglue. Everyone,  

including me, thought he was kidding, so a tired, soft chuckle filled the room. 

The doctor carried on and needled six painful stitches to the lip. Alfy was brave. He never 

cried and only quietly winced in pain when the doctor threaded the needle through his lip. 

Afterward, the doctorôs prognosis for Alfy was pretty dire. He said the stitches would do little 

to heal the wound and that without plastic surgery, Alfy would suffer permanent  

disfigurement. 

 

He went on to tell a story about how his young daughter suffered a similar injury while on a 

family vacation. ñLuckily, my daughter didnôt have permanent damage because I remembered 

that I had Superglue in the car,ò he said. 

 

ñThis  

team  of  

Rotarians 

and  

volunteers 

worked  

tirelessly 

from  

sunup to 

sundown   

to make a 

tangible  

difference  

in lives of 

the people  

of La  

Gonave.ò  

Medical care, solar panels, water pumps, and Superglue 
By Ryan Hyland, RI Editorial staff 



P A G E  7  

I dashed out the clinic and ran the 150 yards to the church where we were all bunking. Rifling through 

my luggage with a flashlight, I found the glue. My rumblings woke up a few Rotarians who asked what 

was going on. ñSaving a boyôs face with Superglue!ò I yelled as I ran out. 

 

Back in the medical clinic Alfy sat on the end table, his face 

filled with nerves and dread. 

 

Hereôs the deal with liquid Superglue. When applied, this type 

of adhesive bonds in seconds.  

Itôs said that hockey players use it to immediately close gashes 

and cuts. Same principle applies here. 

 

Dr. Ernst removed the feeble stitches and generously applied 

the glue to Alfyôs severed lip. Just like the package promised, 

the adhesive bonded in seconds, closing the wound almost  

entirely.    The next morning, Dr. Ernst took off Alfyôs ban-

dages, dusted off some glue residue, and revealed a lip that 

looked completely mended.  

 

 

The glue would seal the lip long enough for it to heal properly in just a couple of weeks. Prognosis went 

from permanent deformity to a mild scar. 

 

For his bravery, Rotarians rewarded Alfy with a soccer ball. Moments later, as he laughed and kicked the 

ball around outside with the other kids, I was struck by the contrast from the night before. 

 

As serendipitous as it was to have Superglue on hand, it was no fluke that Alfy found proper care. His 

treatment highlights the dedication of this group of Rotarians and volunteers. From sunup to sundown 

this team worked tirelessly to make a tangible difference in lives of the people of La Gonave.  

 Just ask Alfy. 
 

 

 

http://blog.rotary.org/2012/01/24/medical-care-solar-panels-water-pumps-and-superglue/ 

 

 

 

 

http://blog.rotary.org/2012/01/24/medical-care-solar-panels-water-pumps-and-superglue/
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ñIôm 

certainly 

excited 

about the  

Confer-

ence and 

have 

already 

been 

trying on 

some 

numbers 

that have 

a smat-

tering of 

black and 

gold ï the 

theme for 

this 

yearôs 

gala  din

ner will 

be those 

two col-

ours ñ 

District 9800 Conference update  

Itôs been a busy week for all of us working together on the upcoming 

2012 Conference and many of you may have already seen our Districtôs 

lift -out in Thursday Age newspaper - for those that havenôt, race out and 

get yourself a copy if itôs not too late or ask your neighbours or  

colleagues to have a look - in fact it might be a great opportunity to talk 

with them about Rotary. The lift-out features some of the great work  

Rotary is doing in the community and introduces our Conference  

(and Rotary) to the wider public. 

Weôre reaching out to the public to join us this year at the Plenary  

sessions of the Conference and have  provided non-Rotarians with the 

opportunity to attend individual Plenary sessions for $75 (including  

refreshments). This is a great opportunity for all of us to invite the family 

of Rotary - a child, grandchild, friend, partner, ex-youth exchange  

student,  Rotary alumnus or colleague to come and see first-hand what 

 Rotary is all about and why we do what we do.  

We hope that the lift out will attract the publicôs interest  and I encourage you all to draw their attention to it. 

As for ticketing to the Conference for Rotarians and those who wish to bring non-Rotarian partners, you will 

find all the details on the Conference website - tickets for Rotarians  are $450 while non-Rotarian partners can 

by a Social Function ticket for $290 which admits them to the Opening Cocktail Party and the Gala Dinner. 

We have kept the price of this ticket as low as possible and I am sure that when you 

experience the quality of the meals, drinks, entertainment and production that will be provided at the MCEC, 

you will be impressed. 


