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	DG's WEEKLY message
Fellow Rotarians,
We have had a great response to the District Conference and encourage all those who have not yet registered to “come on down” to Geelong and join in the fun. There is something for everyone at this Family of Rotary event and for those golfers who would like to play at Barwon Heads GC don’t miss this opportunity.
I enjoyed a visit to RC Toorak on Monday evening to hear Prof Graham Prof. Graham Jenkin whose topic was Stem Cell Controversy. Everyone was fascinated by his address. As usual the fellowship was great.
On Tuesday morning the District Executive met and on Thursday the District Leadership Team also had their first meeting of 2006.Reports from AG’s and Avenue’s of Service Chairmen showed that there is great activity throughout the District.
Wednesday morning saw us at a meeting of council representatives and emergency bodies to hear the presentation from Rotary on “A River for Everyone”, the project to improve signage and promote fun and health activities safely along the Maribyrnong River. Steve Chandler and Peter Holloway were great speakers and we all hope that this great project will soon be a reality.
On Friday evening we attended the RC Central Melbourne Sunrise “Hypothetical” which was presented by business leaders to a full house in BMW Edge at Federation Square. It was good fun and well received by an appreciative audience.
Enjoy your week in Rotary                        DG John Wigley
Message from Protection Officer, Keith Frampton
Rotarians, Please take note of this very important message:
Police Records Checks Applications
Applications for Police Checks (VP820A forms) are being received without all of the correct details.
For example: 

· If applicant is a lady, then previous name/s are required please.
· Signatures of both applicants and witnesses must be original (not photocopied).
· The cost of each application is $13.00 (this is a special Rotary price - ignore the cost that appears on the VP820A application form!). Cheques to be drawn to Victoria Police.
· Identification requirements are copies of either a Drivers Licence, a Passport, or a Birth Certificate, and must be attached to the application.
· Birth dates must be those that appear on the identification supplied
If in doubt, then contact a member of the District Protection committee. 
Thought of the Week
(or whenever the Editor gets a good one)
In three words I can sum up everything I've learned about life: it goes on.                                                              Robert Frost 
From the desk of the District Secretary.
Congratulations to Julie Mason of RC Wyndham, member of the District Protection committee, and the D9800 ARHRF committee, on being announced as Citizen of the Year for the City of Wyndham.
I have been reading a number of club bulletins and have noticed that the links that are in the e-zine are lost when copied into the Club Newsletter/bulletin.
Can I remind bulletin editors make sure that the e-zine address is included in their news items so that Club members can go to the e-Zine www.rotaryd9800.org/news9800/ and follow all the links in the relevant e-zine.
This e-Zine is not just for the Presidents Secretaries and bulletin editors but is an information distribution vehicle for all D9800 members and is to be distributed as widely as possible.
One day your Club will need some information distributed and this will still be the best medium.                      David Pisterman
PHF Recognitions
Keep sending them in.  DG John's monthly updates have been circulated to the clubs and the new members and PHF recognitions have been noted.  If you haven't received a copy through your club Click July, August, September, October and November.
New Members
RC of Toorak
Hon.Andrea Coote M.L.C - Parliamentarian
RC of Footscray
Ms Elizabeth Drozd 

Forward a photo of any new member to: secretary@rotaryd9800.org and inform the whole District via the weekly E-Zine newsletter. 

Changes to RI Exchange Rate
Please publish in the Ezine that the exchange rate for Semi-Annual Returns (SAR) is US$1.38
Whilst the rate for February is now US$1.33.
Clubs should ensure that when paying their RI Semi-Annual subs (SAR) they use the January rate of $US1.38 

Don't forget - you can always check the back issues of Weekly News if you missed something:  2005-2006 Issue 01  02  03  04  05  06  07  08   09  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20   21  22  23  24   25  26  27  28  29  30
District 9800's website: www.rotaryd9800.org 
Get Acrobat Reader: 
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District Conference 2006 in Geelong
Come to the Geelong Conference and hear how a regional bank in Central Victoria became a large financial institution and an example to other small banking entities - Click here.  Click here for information on other speakers
Visit the conference website for more information:  www.rotary9800conference.com
Accommodation in Geelong is available and can be booked through Alison Keith Travel World Newtown Telephone: 5229 8641 or Email: alisonk@travelworldnewtown.com.au 

3. An "unsolicited" message from RC of Richmond President Janice Kesterton
Geelong What a fabulous City it is now! For those who are still unaware of the delights of the City of Geelong and its environs, read the full text of Janice's message 

4. Special Fund Raiser for the RC of Essendon North's special "Read to Me" project - 2nd March 2006 featuring sporting greats Nicole Livingstone & Kevin Sheedy 

5. GSE Welcome Dinner for the Team from Busan
14 March 2006
The Rotary Club of Hawthorn is hosting the GSE Welcome Dinner to the visiting South Korean team at Leonda on Tuesday evening, 14 March.  RI Director Elect Ian Riseley will be the keynote speaker.  Further details and a downloadable Registration Form can be found at www.hawthornrotary.org/news/gse 

6. Fundraiser for ROMAC
The Vietnamese Volunteer Group together with ROMAC would like to invite you to a fundraising evening on Sunday 26th February commencing at 7pm.   ALL PROCEEDS FROM THIS EVENING WILL BE DONATED TO ROMAC.  For more details see attached 

7. Changes to RC of Essendon North Meetings
Click Here 

8. ROTARY CLUB OF WEST FOOTSCRAY/9800 DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S ANNUAL CHARITY GOLF DAY
Will be held on Monday 10th April 2006 at Medway Golf Course, Omar Street, Maidstone.  For Details 

9. Speakers' Bank Update from Jill Weeks
Summary of speakers - Click here for more info 

· A Journalist's Perspective .... Stasi Secret Police Museums - Tony Thomas

· The Tivoli -  Robin Collins

· Big Brother Big Sister - Paul Mathewson, Executive Officer

· Speleology - Dr Susan White....40 Years Of 'Caveing'
10. Lodging required in Melbourne for Tasmanian Rotarian's daughter:
PP Tony Smith of the RC of Glenorchy has written enquiring about lodgings in a Rotary household for his 19 year old daughter Danielle who is coming to Melbourne to study at the Australian College of Sports Therapy in the City.
Period required is late February to mid-November 2006 and easy access to public transport to the city and Olympic park essential. Tony's letter attached.
Tony’s contact details are 0419 357 323 or 627 21201 or email: Tony.smith@smf.com.au
11. Very Important Notice to ALL Rotarians:
We have received information that a registered association called LIONS-ROTARY FOUNDATION has been circularizing Rotary clubs for donations for a youth video to place in schools.
This is to inform you that the LIONS-ROTARY FOUNDATION is not an authorized activity of Rotary International. The matter is currently in the hands of Licensing in Evanston.
We will keep you updated as the matter progresses.
12. District Governors' Ball - Saturday April 29th 2006
Keep this date FREE
Kyneton Town Hall
Black Tie, Dinner, Dancing, & BYO
For more information and flyer to download for your Club - CLICK HERE 
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Click here to find out more RI Convention in Scandinavia
Contact Martin Taurins (OTC Chair) taurins3@vegas.com.au 

	Calendar of Events: Click on the link for events in District 9800.  If you have any event you wish publicised, contact:
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