Lucy Mayes and Sarah Davis deserve recognition for their exemplary service, and outstanding commitment to the development of the modern day RYLA program which has resulted in its increased popularity, acceptance and relevance to the needs of developing young adults.

Lucy Mayes 
Lucy Mayes was a participating Rylarian at the RYLA 1996 Camp, and became a Facilitator in the following year.  
Lucy served as a Group Facilitator for RYLA from 1997-98 and in 2002.

In 1998 she was a team member of RYLA At Work (RAW) - supporting a group of past RYLA participants in creating a weekend of fun and ‘feeling special’ for 30 Wards of the State aged between 7 & 14.
It was Lucy who drove forward and brought the special caring aspect to RYLA.  Lucy’s RYLA template has been adopted ever since with great success, raising the awareness of the program and taking the annual participants from under 30 in the mid 90s to over 60 we now see every year.
Lucy served as a RYLA Director from 1999-2000. Her personality, combined with her genuine concern for developing youth and her strong commitment to her church through their youth activities, were all valuable attributes which gave her the ability to structure what now is believed to be the most relevant and worthwhile RYLA program in the country.
Lucy has been greatly assisted by her husband, Richard, who was a Group Facilitator from 1998 - 2000, and involved in the RAW project. Richard and Lucy provided real role models for the Rylarians and Facilitators.
Lucy attended the world RYLA conference in Texas USA, and was the first Director who District 9800 sponsored to a world conference.  Lucy completed a degree in social work in 2002..  Angus was born Feb '03, and Sophie March '05.  Lucy is currently a youth health worker at Daylesford Community Health Service and is in the process of developing a community wellbeing centre in Castlemaine.
 
Sarah Davis

Sarah attended RYLA as a participant in 1999, and has been back every year since as a Facilitator, and later Director.  Her partner, Hamish Broome, attended RYLA as a participant in 2001 and has been back every year as a Facilitator and a Management Team member since 2003.  

Sarah last served as a Co-director in 2004 alongside Michelle Blanchard, when she ran RYLA whilst pregnant with her first child, Alexandra Willow, who celebrates her first birthday today (Sunday 21st May). She returned to RYLA 2005 a guest speaker, and we hope intends to continue doing so.

A group of Rotarians recently attended the Launch of the RYLA Alumni Group, at Powerhouse in Albert Park, and were pleased to see she remains involved, and had a strong involvement in the evening’s proceedings.

Sarah was also selected by The Rotary Club of Camberwell to participate in the "Through Your Eyes" Trip to Port Augusta in 2004 – a program designed to close the gap between Indigenous Australians and the remainder of us, and to give us an insight into the lives of and issues confronting Indigenous Australians.   She attended the RYLA World Conference in Brisbane in 2003.  Sarah is a qualified psychologist, now a full-time mother, and is working on the authoring of her first children’s book.
