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o r F I u E  EtAES Fl 1 9 - 1 9 4  

F T U I U u n t l :  

I U t  - E I U u l :  

±EUETARY: 

TREASURER: 

LIBRARIAN :  

LIBRARY ASSISTANTS: 

PUBLICITY OFFICER :  

FUND RAISING:  

RESEARCH OFFICER :  

CEMETERY RECORDS: 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

SCHOOL RECORDS: 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

H a v i s  L y n c h  

ha ven H e a l y  

Andree Tumney 

Anne Pawley 

Jean M c N a l l y  

S h i r l e y  Connaghan 

F lorence Butcher 

Rosemary W i g g  

M i c h e l l e  Freeman 

vacant 

Gay Rogers 

Edd ie  Tunn 

C l a i r e  Wood 

Anne Pawley 

M i c h e l l e  Freeman 
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Meet ings  are he ld  on the fourth Thursday of each 

month except December,  at the Moe C ity  L i b r a r y ,  

K i r k  S t . ,  Moe.  The L ibrary  w i l l  open at 7pm,  

w i t h  the meet ings  start i ng  at approximately 

7 : 3 0 p m .  

k t kt k k k k k k k  

There i s  a  fee of $5 for any e n q u i r i e s  requ i r i ng  

research ,  w i th  add i t i o na l  charges for l arge  

amounts of photocopy ing and/or postage .  P lease  

d i r ect  a l l  en q u i r i e s  to The Secretary ,  P . O .  Box 

7 6 7 ,  M o r w e l l ,  3 8 4 0 ,  and mark the envelope 

" R e s e a r c h  Q u e r y " .  

A r t i c l e s  for t h i s  news letter are accepted i n  good 

f a i th  a n d ,  w h i l e  every effort to ensure a ccuracy ,  

the ed itor  takes no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for submitted 

items .  

k k k k k k k k k k  



L e o n i e  Rob inson  -  Members P r o f i l e  

H i ,  I  was l i k e  most o t h e r s  i n  t h e  group h o p i n a  n e t  

to be ca ught  for  a  members p r o f  i l s ,  b u t . . .  I  a °  

born at Cumnock i n  I a r a l g o n  i n  1 9 5 4 ,  t h o  f i r !  %  

two d a u g h t e r s  to ay and R u t h  E v a n s  t n o e  G o d i n .  

My s i s t e r  C h e r y l  i s  two y a r s  y o u n g e r  t h a n  n w - e l £ ,  

I  grew up i n  I r a r a l g o n ,  where  my f a t h e r  w e d  5o 

t he r a i l w a y s  d r i v i n g  t r a i n s .  I  a t t e n d e d  F a ·  H i 1  

k i n d e r g a r t e n ,  t hen  S t o c k d a l e  Poad P r i m a r y  S h o o ,  

D e f o e  m o v i n g  on to T r a r a l g o n  H i g h  School i n  ; < c  

for  3  a ; 4  y e a r s .  On l e a v i n g  s c h o o l ,  I  w a s  e m ; l o r d  

by K a i s e r  i n  T r a r a l g o n  as a m a c h i n i s t ,  

J n  December 1 7 1 ,  1  m a r r i e d  B r  i a n  P o b i n s o n  f o r .  

W a r r a g u l ,  B r i a n  was a c a r p e n t e r  from  W a r !  a l  

w o r k i n g  for a toe b u i l d e r ,  and had been c a l  l e }  ;  

for l a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e  i n  t h e  A r m y  t h r o e  month=  

b o f o r e  we wore  m a r t  i e d ,  

A f t e r  o u r  m a r r i a g e ,  we s p e n t  3  months  i n  ' : p i  

n e a r  S y d n e y ,  and  then down to S e y m o u r  f o r  

m o n t h s .  W hen B;  i a n ' s  l a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e  wa 

f i n i s h e d ,  we moved back to Moe where  B r i a n ' s  wor k  

w a s .  We have three  d a u g h t e r s ,  Sharon ,  C h r i s t i n e  &  

J u l i e ,  now 2 1 ,  1 9  &  1 6 .  B r i a n  i s  a  s e l f - e m p l o y e d  

b u i l d e r ,  e m p l o y i n g  one of h i s  b r o t h e r s .  I  spent the 

next s i x t e e n  or  so years b r i n g i n g  up our  c h i l d r e n ,  

h e l p i n g  B r i a n  ( a s  a  s l a v e  l a b o u r e r ) .  Over the 

y e a r s ,  I ' v e  a l s o  been a member of the E l i z a b e t h  

Street  P r i m a r y  Schoo l  Mothers C l u b ,  A l b e r t  Street  

P r i m a r y  Schoo l  Parents C l u b  and Newborough H i g h  

School  Tuck  Shop .  



I n  1 9 8 8 ,  my c h i l d r e n  gave me a f a m i l y  tree book 

for C h r i s t m a s ,  so I dec ided  i t  was t i m e  to get 

g o i n g  on t h i s  project .  We f i l l e d  i n  our book very  

q u i c k l y  and ran out of space for more generat ions  

we move onto fo lders  and l o t s  of paper .  

I  have now traced the R o b i n s o n ' s  who owned c o r d i a l  

f a c t o r i e s  i n  W a r r a g u l ,  M o r w e l l ,  Leongatha e t c . ,  

Goodwins of Toongabbie ,  Evans & Dohertys from 

T r u g a n i a n  and T a r n e i t .  

The R o b i n s o n ' s  h istory  was spec ia l  for my father 

i n - l a w  as he knew noth ing  at a l l  of h i s  f a m i l y ,  

6  generat ions  of whom have l i v e d  i n  W a r r a g u l .  My 

parents- in- law  t r a v e l l e d  to Western A u s t r a l i a  and 

met two A u n t i e s ,  one 99 years o l d  the other 9 5 ,  

and many c o u s i n s .  

I  became a member of the M . G . F . H . S .  about 3 / 2  years 

ago after many t a l k s  w ith  F lorence Butcher .  I  am now 

t o t a l l y  addicted to f i n d i n g  more about my ancestors '  

l i v e s  i n  V i c t o r i a ,  as many were very e a r l y  s e t t l e r s .  

I  am a member of the G . S . V .  and enjoy projects 

such as cemetery t ranscr i p t i ons .  My daughter ,  

Sharon ,  i s  a l s o  very  keen on d i s c o v e r i n g  f a m i l y  

h i s t o r y .  The rest of the f a m i l y  has l earnt  to l i v e  

w i t h  us f a m i l y  h istory  n u t s ,  and d o n ' t  m i n d  too 

much .  It  i s  a lways great to get h e l p ,  and to be 

a b l e  to h e l p  others i n  our  quest for h i s t o ry .  

*****  

D ID  YOU K N O W ? ? ?  

That the o l d e s t  known advert isement  was issued  

by the E n g l i s h  pr inter  W i l l i a m  Baxter i n  1 4 7 9 ,  

to p u b l i s h  books from h i s  press 



THE GIPPSLAND MAILMAN 

(cont inued  from the Dec.  n ews l e t t e r )  

contr ibuted by J .  G .  Rogers 

G i pps land  Guardian 29-8- 1862  

Rosed a 1 e : "The m a i l  s  are ca rr i ed  w i t h  great 

punctua l i t y  between S a l e  and Me lbourne ,  and i t  i s  

a  c r ed i t  to the contractor ,  Mr George Evanson ,  

who has worse roads to contend w i t h  as w e l l  as 

l ess  t ime  a l l o cated .  The long  talked of b r i d g e  at 

F l y n n ' s  Creek was washed away l ast  Sunday,  and 

the ma i l man  w i t h  the E n g l i s h  m a i l s ,  had a narrow 

escape of b e i n g  drowned ,  horse and a l l , "  

And so at t h i s  t ime  the mounted ma i l man  s t i l l  

p lodded w e a r i l y  over the mountains  and through the 

fern-chocked g u l l i e s .  T r ue ,  he now had the 

advantage of a packhorse to l e ad ,  but the contract 

t ime  for the conveyance of m a i l s  between Me lbourne  

and Sa le  was 68 hours ,  68 hours to cover 1 40  m i l e s .  

S m a l l  wonder that the Sa le  paper s co r nfu l l y  

compared the m a i l m a n ' s  pace w i t h  that of an ab l e  

bodied o l d  woman on foot ,  or the f e e l i n g s  of 

d i s sat i s fact i on  increased when the 

(Me lbourne )  newspapers ar r i v ed  i n  so wet a 

cond it ion  that t h e i r  addresses were 

i l l e g i b l e ,  or that a ma i lman  named N o r r i s  

turned up m i n us  the m a i l ,  the packhorse ,  

loaded w i t h  E n g l i s h  m a i l s ,  hav ing  wandered 

away i n  the scrub between Shady Creek and 

Moe.  The horse was not found for a week 

afterwards ,  and i t  speaks w e l l  for the care 

i n  t h e i r  pack i ng  that ,  when found ,  the m a i l s  

were a l l  r i g h t .  



THE GIPPSLAND MAILMAN 

( cont inued )  

T h i s  was not the o n l y  t ime that Nor r i s  l ost  

a n y th i n g .  He seems to have succeeded Jerem iah  

Conan ,  and i n  the " T imes "  1 2 - 9 - 1 8 6 2 ,  he a dvert i s e s :  

Lost at Shady Creek ,  or on the road between 

t h e i r  and the Moe ,  f i ve  one pound notes ,  whoever 

w i l l  b r i n g  them to me ,  or  leave i n  the C l u b  Hote l  

S a l e ,  for m e ,  w i l l  be rewarded. J .  W .  N o r r i s ,  

G  i  pps 1 and Ma i  l  m a n . "  

The G i pp s l and  T i m e s ,  2 7 - 2 - 1 8 6 3 ,  reports of the 

floods between Trara lgon  and S a l e ,  and the c ross i ng  

of the same by the ma i l m a n ,  John Norr i s  r i d i n g  one 

horse and w i t h  a  packhorse car ry i ng  2 0 0 1 b s  of m a i l .  

G i pps l and  Guard ian  1 7 - 7 - 1 8 6 3  

"Bad f loods at Roseda l e .  The m a i l s  have been 

brought to and fro i n  a  boat most k i n d l y  l ent  by 

the Snake R i dge  fo l k s .  

At Morwe l l  the contractor ,  Mr  Evanson ,  f i nds  the 

Morwe l l  B r i d ge  complete ly  under water ,  and sends 

h i s  ass i stant  on the other s i de  back to Mr Lears 

at the Moe for the n i g h t .  At 2 a . m .  the contractor 

rose ,  borrowed some o l d  c lothes  from M r .  Sm ith  of 

the Morwe l l  H ote l ,  and started on a voyage of 

d i scovery  across the br i dge .  

The hour ,  the darkness ,  the so l itude ,  the rush of 

water ,  a l l  combined to make t h i s  a  most 

courageous feat,  and hav i ng  reached the weather 

r a i l  of the b r i d g e ,  Mr .  Evanson c l u n g  to the 

o u t s i d e ,  and passed a l ong ,  when he found 3 

enormous trees had become jammed i n  the r a i l i n g s  

of the b r i d ge ,  b l o c k i n g  i t s  passage .  



THE GIPPSLAND MAILMAN 

(cont inued)  
Evanson returned to Mo rwe l l ,  borrowed a saw 
and some rope. W i t h  the latter  he roped h i m s e l f  
to the br idge  and w i t h  the former he sawed 
through the three logs  and succeeded i n  
d i s l o d g i n g  them. 
He f i n a l l y  exchanged m a i l s  w i t h  h i s  man at the 
Moe and returned to S a l e ,  d e l i v e r i n g  h i s  bags at 
2 p . m . ;  o n l y  f i ve  hours after contract t i m e ,  and 
exact ly  twelve hours s i nce  he commenced h i s  f i r st  
attempt to cross the br idge  (  and a l l  t h i s  i n  the 
name of d e l i v e r i n g  m a i l , "  

Guard ian  2 4-7- 1 8 63  
Pet it ioners  wanting  a  d a i l y  m a i l  from Me lbourne .  
The number of journeys would be doub l e ,  more pack 
horses wou ld  be needed,  but o n l y  ha l f  the weight 
of newspapers would come each days .  An extra 
horse wou ld  be required however to carry i n  the 
E n g l i s h  m a i l s .  The pet i t i on  meet w i t h  a  f l at  
refusa l  -  the postal service between Sa l e  and 
Me lbourne  was a lready over 1000 m i l e s  per week,  
and to boost another 300 m i l e s  a  week was 
considered to be f i n a n c i a l l y  unwarranted 

Guard ian  1 8-9- 1 863  
"Telegraph L i n e  -  M r .  Thomas Thomson i s  the 

successful tenderer for surveying a  te ' 2graph  

l i n e  from Melbourne to Sale  and Port A lbert ,  at 
45/- per mi l e .  

Thomson worked from S a l e ,  and a Mr Hardy from Port 
A l b e r t ,  to meet at a selected po int .  Most of the 
l i n e  ran through rough v i r g i n ,  th i ck l y  wooded 

country ,  but the t i m i n g  was so good that the 
surveyors met w i t h i n  a  quarter of a m i l e  of the 

appointed p l ace .  

(to be continued )  

********* 



TRIPPING AROUND THE TRACKS 

Contr ibut ion  th i s  issue by Jean M c N a l l y  and E dd i e  

Tunn.  

FAMILTY TREE MAGAZINE (Sept 1 9 9 3 ) .  A lthea Doug las  

has wr i tten  a  interest ing  a r t i c l e  e nt i t l ed  An 

Arch ive  Is  Not A L i b r a r y ,  b r i e f l y  e x p l a i n i n g  the 

d ifferences i n  approach and ph i losophy  between 

L i b r a r i e s  and Arch ives .  

MALLEE ROOTS (Nov 1 9 9 3 ) .  June Procter reports that 

anyone t r y i n g  to track down r e l a t i v e s  i n  the South 

I s l a n d  of New Zea land  should try w r i t i n g  to the 

Otago E a r l y  S e t t l e r ' s  Museum, 2 20  Cumber land  S t . ,  

D uned i n ,  or to the Duned in  Star Weekender .  

'  

PENINSULA PAST TIMES (Nov .  1 9 9 3 ) .  Rob Ne lson of 60 

Corr ington C i r c l e ,  No l l amara .  W .  A .  6 0 6 1 .  i s  

c o m p i l i n g  a  Sh i pp i ng  Interests Index .  

The NSW Reg istry  of BDMs offers a r eg ist rat ion  

number check ing  serv ice i f  you have numerous 

references to the same name ,  but are unab le  to 

determine wh ich  entry relates to the person you are 

s eek i n g .  The Reg istry  w i l l  check up to 1 0  

reg istrat i ons  for $ 2 0 ,  but you w i l l  need to prov ide  

r eg i strat ion  numbers and a l l  known d e t a i l s .  

THISTLE  (Oct .  1 9 9 3 )  The Scottish Genera l  Reg i ster  

Off ice  has announced new fees .  For C i v i l  

Reg i strat ion  cert i f i cates  £ 1 1 / 5 0 p .  Over the 

counter ,  the cost i s  £8/50p.  Parochia l  reg i s t r a r  

cert i f i cates  (OPR )  cost £ 1 4  and £ 1 1  i n  person .  

Personal searches of the registers now cost £ 1 5  per 

day .  

****  
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AIGS SEMINAR 

ETHNIC IMMIGRATION - 1 8 5 2  to 1 900  

Saturday 1 6 t b  A p r i l  1 9 9 4  9  a . m .  -  3 : 3 0  p . m .  

$ 1 5  members ;  $20  non-members $ 2 5 : 0 0  f a m i l y  

No concessions  $5 l unch  and teas 

SPEAKERS 

THE IRISH D r .  Margaret Pawsey 

The Chinese  Morag Loh 

The Germans Wa lter  Struve 

The Jews D r .  B il l  R u b i n s t e i n  

The I t a l ia n s  Bette Leone Ma iuto  

Payment required by 1 1 t b  A p r i l  

k k k k k k k k  

The I t a l i a n  H istor ical  Society has produced Tracing 

Your Ancestors - For Victorians,  a  k i t  which w i l l  help 

Austral ians of I t a l i a n  descent trace their  ancestry. 

Topics covered include detai ls  of the location of C i v i l  

and Church records i n  Italy w ith  sample letters in  

I t a l i a n  for people who w i s h  to write to Italy for documents. 

There i s  a  map showing the regions in Italy and a l i s t  

of the provinces which make up each region ;detai ls  of 

the Govt. Depts, Genealogical S oc i e t i e s ,  L i b r a r i e s  and 

other useful addresses; an I t a l i a n / E n g l i s h  vocabulary of 

words frequently found in  O f f i c i a l  documents, and 

translation of I t a l i a n  Chr ist ian  names into E n g l i s h .  

The k i t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  from The I t a l i a n  H istor ical  Society 

C o . A s . I t . ,  304 Drummond S t . ,  Carlton. V i c .  3053 .  



1 3 t D  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS\CHRISTMAS BREAKUP 1 9 9 4  
About 20-25  members,  ex-members,  f a m i l i e s  and f r i e n d s  
enjoyed our 1 3 t b  Anniversary\Christmas Breakup P i c n i c  
gBQ and funday at the W i l l o w  Grove Property of Dot and 
Ian  Needham.  Jean M c N a l l y  won the r a f f l e .  P i c t u r e  
above member David  McInnes & h i s  w i f e  e n j o y i n g  the a¥.  

S p e c i a l  thanks to Dot and Ian  Needham for once a g a i n  
p r o v i d i n g  such a great setting  for  our  end of year 
c e l e b r a t i o n s  
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CEMETERIES 

WILLOW GROVE CEMETERY RECORDS 
Register  &  Headstone transcr ipt ions )  
now a v a i l a b l e  on M icrof iche  for $5 

Trafa lgar  Cemetery M icrofiche  $7  

Hazelwood Cemetery at Morwel l  
a v a i l a b l e  M i d  1 9 94  

Contact the M id-G ipps land  Fam i l y  H istory  Society 
P . O .  B0x 7 6 7 ,  M o r w e l l .  V i c .  3840 for cop ies .  

BIGAMY 

D i d  you know that bigamy was not regarded as a c i v i l  
offence before 1 6 0 3 ,  many i n d i v i d u a l s  ran away and 
marr ied aga in  without r i s k  of be ing  caught ,  and often 
w i t h  a  c l e a r  consc ience .  



WHAT'S ON. 

MARCH MEETING 

APRIL MEETING 

MAY MEETING 

JUNE MEETING 

JULY MEETING 

Leon Bart lett  of LOS Church 

on 1 8 8 1  Census ,  or i f  Leon i s  

u n a v a i l a b l e ,  a  workshop (see 

May 

GUM Group (Genea log ists  u s i n g  

microcomputers)  t a l k ,  demos 

WORKSHOP - Select and t a l k  

about a grandparent from your 

your ancestry ;  or Leon 

Bartlett i f  h e  i s  u n a v a i l a b l e  

for March meet ing ;  booksale  

Not f i n a l i s d  

Annual  General Meeting 

Karyn i s  a l so  t r y i n g  to organ ize  speakers from the GSV 

and the Austra l i a n  Archives .  T a l k  to Karyn i f  y o u ' r e  

interested i n  f i e l d  t r i p s  to the AIGS ,  Port A lbert or 

Laverton.  

An Easter raffle w i l l  b e  

Hamper 

$20 petrol voucher 

Easter Egg 

***** 
drawn at the March meet i ng .  

1 s t  p r i ze  

2nd pr i ze  

3rd p r i z e  

Please address a l l  correspondence t o :  M i d  G i p p < l a n d  F a m i l y  

H i · t o r v  S o r i r t v ,  I n c . ,  P . ( 1 . o x  7 6 7 ,  H o r w e l l ,  V i r  [).  


