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(FF ICE BEARERS FOR 1992-1993 + + +  

CHAIRMAN: Mavis Lynch 

1st VICE CHAIRMAN: David Mcinnes 

2nd VICE CHAIRMAN: Karen Healy 

SECRETARY: Sally Shine 

IRE ASURER: Anne Pawley 

LIBRARIAN: Jean McNally 

LIBRARY ASSISTANTS: Shirley Connaghan 

Florence Butcher 

Gwen Curnick 

PUBLICITY O F ICER Kathy Atkins 

NEWSLETTER: Dawn Cowley 

FUND RAISING: Fiona Kemsley 

Dot Needham 

Leonie Robinson 

Sally Shine 

RESEARCH OFFICER: Gay Rogers 

PROJECT OF F ICERS: 

CEE IERY: Eddie Tunn 

SCHOOL RECORDS: Fiona Kemsley 

MISCELLANEOUS: Michelle Freeman 
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Meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of each month except 

December, at the Moe City Library,  Kirk Street ,  Moe. The library 

will open at 7pm, with the meetings starting at approximately 

7.30pm. 

ft%% 3¢ 3% % % 3t ft #l t4 4%f 3% 3%¢ t #f %f¥ 

There is a research fee of $5 for any research query of the group. 

There may be an extra charge if  there are large amounts of 

photocopying and/or postage. Please direct all enquiries to The 

Secretary,  P . 0 .  Box 767,  Morwell, 3840, and mark the envelope 

"Research Query". 

ft¢%¥f#%%el% 3% 3% % % ft#tel #f % ti % 

Articles for this newsletter are accepted in good faith and ,  while 

every effort is made to ensure accuracy, the editor takes no 

responsibility for submitted items.  



KAREN ELIZABETH HEALY (nee BUSH) 

I was born in 1960 in the Yallourn Open Cut !  (formerly the site 

of  the Yallourn Hospital ) ,  the elder of two children of Alfred 

Richard and Pamela Gert rude Elizabeth Bush (nee M i l l a r ) .  My 

father was a fifth generation farmer and we were living on a 

farm at Ranch Road, Tanjil South. For two years I attended the 

local Primary School before we moved into Moe in October 1967, 

comoleting my education at Albert Street Primary School before 

doing my secondary schooling at Moe High. 

My interest in family history started at an early age. My 

brother and I were very lucky that as children we had an 

abundance of relatives on both sides. My parents both came from 

large families  -  Dad is one of eight (and a twin) and my mother 

is the eldest of  six children. We were always travelling and 

seeing re latives .  My mother 's family resides in the North-East 

at Strathbogie,  32 km from Euroa. hen I was born, I was 

fortunate to have great-great-grandparents alive ,  and to this 

day a wonderful great-grandmother. 

l a m  an inaugural member of the Mid Gippsland Family History 

Society ,  Inc .  and was the inaugural secretary for the first two 

years. Later on ,  I  held the position of secretary for a period 

of  one year.  Other positions I have held have been on the 

Newsletter Committee, and I ' m  curently 2nd Vice 

Chairperson/Proqram Co-ordinator. 

In 1 9 79 ,  I  met my husband at a friends house, but we did not 

start qoing out together until the end of 1982.  Brian had just 

completed five years service in the Merchant Navy and had 

relurned home. Brian was born at the RWH Melbourne but was 

raised in Moe. B r ian ' s  father got a promotion with Telecom and 

they moved to Sale.  Brian boarded in Moe to complete his 

apprenticeship with the SEC as a fitter and machinist. In 1982, 

Brian became a trades instructor with the now Central Gippsland 

College of TAFE and is currently still  there .  We were married 

in May 1984 and reside in Newborough. 
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for the last sixteen 

Woolworths/Safeway, and 

years I 

I am an 

have been 

assistant store manager 

emploved by 

currently working in Iraralgon. 

My family history has now come a long way since first  

4 

started ! !  Volumes of work, new found relatives and never-ending 

completion! I have a great mixture of  ancestry - I r ish ,  

Scottish, Welsh, Enqlish, German and Chinese. 

Karen and Brian - July 1992 at Hungerford, Berkshire. 
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A L I S T  OF SOME OF THE LOCAL PAPERS ON MICROFILM 

STATE LIBRARY OF VICTORIA 

NEWSPAPER ROOM 

BAIRNSDALE 

* Advert i ser  1 4 . 0 2 . 1 8 8 2  -  3 1 . 0 3 . 1 9 0 0  
0 3 . 0 4 . 1 9 0 0  -  3 1 . 1 2 . 1 9 1 0  

*  G i p p s l a n d  D a i l y  News 3 1 . 0 3 . 1 8 9 0  -  2 8 . 1 2 . 1 8 9 4  
( r e e l s  1631 - 1636 )  

* Cour i e r  1 8 . 0 6 . 1 8 7 0  
*  L i b e r a l  News 1 0 . 0 5 . 1 8 7 9  -  0 4 . 0 2 . 1 8 8 0  

DROUIN  

*  West  G i p p s l a n d  Express  
0 1 . 0 9 . 0 8 9 8  -  2 5 . 0 9 . 1 9 1 9  

( r e e l s  28 1 7  -  2825 )  
*  G i p p s l a n d  Independent 

0 3 . 0 1 . 1 8 7 9  -  2 2 . 1 2 . 1 9 1 1  
( r e e l s  2801 - 2 8 1 2 )  

0 5 . 0 1 . 1 9 1 2  -  0 5 . 0 1 . 1 9 2 1  
( r e e l s  2813  -  2 8 1 7 )  

FOSTER 

* South G i p p s l a n d  S h i r e  Echo  
1 7 . 1 3 . 1 9 0 0  -  2 1 . 0 6 . 1 9 1 8  

( r e e l s  3408 - 3419 )  
*  Foster and Toora M i r ror  

2 8 . 0 3 . 1 8 9 0  -  3 0 . 1 1 . 1 9 1 6  
( r e e l s  3222 - 3233 )  

0 7 . 1 2 . 1 9 1 6  -  2 3 . 1 2 . 1 9 2 0  
( r e e l s  3234 - 3235 )  

KORUMBURRA 

* Great  Southern  Advocate 
1 3 . 0 9 . 1 8 8 9  -  2 4 . 1 2 . 1 9 1 4  

( r e e l s  3541  -  3 5 5 2 )  
0 7 . 0 1 . 1 9 1 5  -  2 3 . 1 2 . 1 9 2 0  

( r e e l s  3553  -  3 5 56 )  
5



MIRBOO NORTH 

TRAFALGAR 

G i p p s l a n d  Gu ard i a n  
0 5 . 1 0 . 1 8 5 5  -  1 3 . 0 7 . 1 8 6 6  

OMEO 

G i p p s l a n d  and M i rboo  T imes  
1 2 . 0 2 . 1 9 5 0  -  2 1 . 1 2 . 1 9 5 2  

Mirboo Hera l d  0 2 . 0 7 . 1 8 8 7  -  2 7 . 0 7 . 1 8 9 4  

MORWELL 

N6 C 777. 

Plain ron Sancepan Stands.

N 6 . C T 7  

Fancy hon Saucepan Stand<

No. C779. 
Plain Iron Oval ole Stand

0 9 . 0 1 . 1 9 5 6  -  2 0 . 1 2 . 1 9 6 2  
( r e e l s  1 8 -  29  )  

0 7 . 0 1 . 1 9 6 3  -  2 8 . 0 6 . 1 9 6 5  
( r e e l s  30 - 34 )  

3 0 . 1 0 . 1 8 8 6  -  2 4 . 1 2 . 1 9 3 2  

Standard 
Te legraph  

Snowy R i v e r  M a i l  
0 9 . 0 8 . 1 8 9 0  -  2 3 . 1 2 . 1 9 2 0  

( r e e l s  4198  -  4206 )  
0 4 . 1 1 . 1 8 9 3  -  3 1 . 1 2  1920  
1 3 . 1 0 . 1 8 8 4  -  1 5 . 0 5 . 1 8 9 6  

( r e e l s  626 - 628 )  

PORT ALBERT 

Advert iser  

( r e e l s  1 9 2 1 -  )  

Trafa l gar  and Yarragon  T imes 
0 3 . 0 5 . 1 9 0 2  -  2 7 . 1 2 . 1 9 1 8  

TRARALGON 

Record 1 4 . 1 2 . 1 8 8 3  -  2 8 . 1 2 . 1 9 0 0  
( r e e l s  903 - 9 1 4 )  

Years 1901 - 1902 
1903 - 1 9 14  
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WALHALLA 

C h r o n i c l e  

WARRAGIJL 

* Guard i a n  

1 0 . 0 2 . 1 8 8 2  -  3 0 . 0 6 . 1 9 1 1  ( r e e l s  923 - 934)  0 7 . 0 7 . 1 9 1 1  -  3 0 . 0 7 . 1 9 1 5  ( r e e l s  9 3 5 -  )  

1 6 . 1 0 . 1 8 7 9  -  3 0 . 0 4 . 1 8 9 7  ( r e e l s  961 - 9 7 2 )  0 4 . 0 5 . 1 8 9 7  -  2 8 . 1 2 . 1 9 0 0  ( r e e l s  973 - 9 7 5 )  

TURNOUT-SEAT BUGGY. 

SCOTTISH NAMING PATTERN 

Do you know the c h i l d r e n  born to a may h e l p  you to ancestor  !  

S cott i s h  t r a d i t i o n  of naming c o u p l e ?  The pattern fo l l owed  f i n d  the b i r t h  order of an 

1 s t  son  i s  named after the f a t h e r ' s  father 2 n d  son  i s  named after the m o t h e r ' s  father  3rd  son i s  named after the father  1 s t  daughter  i s  named after the mot her ' s  mother 2nd  daughter  i s  named after the f a t h e r ' s  mother 3rd  daughter  i s  named after the mother Subsequent  c h i l d r e n  are  often named after brothers c;'1 and  s i s t e r s  of the c h i l d ' s  parents  � 
Is 
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• Fa~liar in their Mouths as HOUSEHOLD ODS."--suer«u, 

HOUSEHOLD WORDS. 
A  WEEKLY JOURNAL 

CONDUCTED BY CHARLES D I C K E N S .  

N °  3 7 . J  SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30,  1850. [Pac» 2d 

A VISIT TO THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL 

· · · · + ,  continuing · + · · · ·  

But though five minutes may 

complete a wedding, and permit 

the couple to go their way 

rejoicing - and though an 

equally short space of time may 

suffice for the registration of 

their first-born, or the 

registration of a death -- these 

brief duties of the public in a 

district office are but the 

beginning of the processs we 

are about to trace through its 

various stages, till  its 

completion for national 

purposes. 

Let us suppose a case,  for 

the sake of illustration, The 

Super intendant registrar of 

Polton-cum--Chalvey has been 

going on his way , certifying 

the babies, the weddings and 

the mortal departures of his 

district, when some evening, 

just as he has smoked his pipe,  

and is thinking about supper, 

he is told "a gentleman from 

London wishes to see him". His 
prophetic heart leaps to his 

mouth, and as he shuffles on 

his slippers, he mentally runs 

over his books, for he knows 

very well ,  before he sees the 

mysterious stranger ,  that he is 

about to meeet one o f  the 

Inspectors - gent lemen of great 

keenness, who travel about a l l  

the year round, never telling 

when they are likely  to visit 
any place ,  and ,  like bagmen, 
ever on the move ,  and seldom 

sleeping two nights together in 

the same place.  Civil  
greetings are soon followed by 

an examination of the doings of 

the Polton-cum-Chalvery office.  
Formidable looking papres are 

at hand , in which our 
Registrars know very well that 
his character will  shortly be 

written down - his name ,  his 

address, his other occupations ; 
where his office is ;  whether it 

be used for other purposes than 

those of registration; whether 
his books are kept in the 
fire-proof box provided by 
Government for the purpose,- if  
not ,  where; what kind of  
repository the books have ;  
whether or not the place is  

damp; whether it  seems safe 

from fire ,  and whether capable 

o f  being securely closed ;  
whether he has gathered 
together all the documents he 



should possess - the returns of 

minor Registrars, and o f  the 

clerical certificates of 

marriages performed in 

churches; whether he does his 

own work, or employs a deputy; 

whether his place displays,  in 

general,  any went of order or 

arrangement; and finally ,  he 

knows that in the corner of the 

formidable paper there is a 

Inspector at his leisure, in 

manner following: 

"Different degrees of  

Efficiency being represented by 

Numbers up to 6 , -  utter 

Inefficiency being indicated by 

0 ,  and complete Efficiency by 

6 , -  write in the adjoining 

space the figure which most 

nearly expresses your opinion 

of  the Efficiency of this 

Super intendant Registrar. 

• • • • • • • •  Signature of the 

Inspector ."  

That square is to contain the 

Inspector 's opinion of his 

character. No.l  is by no means 

the figure he wishes to stand 

at on this occasion; for he 

knows that numeral means but 

one step from 0, or ,  in other 

words, dismissal.  Seven was 

the olden mystic number, but 

with the Registrar 's  six is the 

favourite figure, - but what 

figure really stands against 

him in the archives of Somerset 

Place is to him a secret. The 

Inspector goes away as quietly 

and mysteriously as he came; 

his report is forwarded to 

headquarters; and the result at 

polton-cum-Chalvey is known 

very few posts afterwards, if  

said Polton-cum-Chalvey house 

has not been found to be in 

apple-pie order. 

The Inspector of the books of 

the minor Registrars goes even 

to more minute particulars than 

in the case of the 

Super intendants. The colour of 

the ink is noted -- for bad ink 

might lead to the loss of a 

certificate are other great 

faults often committed, but 

almost always discovered, 

rebuked, and corrected. In an 

entry of a birth, the omission 
of the former name of a mother 

who has been twice married, is 

a heavy fault ,  and so also, in 

the registration of twins, is 

the non-indication of which of 

the two is the elder. Only by 

a ceaseless vigilance can ell  

these points, seemingly 

unimportant to many whose 

attention is required to them, 

but in feet all-essential to 

the perfection of the national 

documents of which each entry 

forms a part,  be correctly 

ascertained, 

to be continued 
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NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING 

RATES 

be 

this 

the 

Advertising will  

accepted for 

newsletter at 

following rates:  

Full page • • • •  $10  

Half page • • • •  $5 

Quarter page • $ 2 . 5 0  

BIRTHS  

0 
n  the 2nd February, at Little Brickhill, near 
Bletchley, ASPHODEL, the beloved child of 
ALEXANDER and KATIE FINLAY, aged 

one year. 

DEATHS 

0 
n the I8th inst., at Clyde House, Clyde-road, 
Dublin, the wife of Major C.B.H. Jenkins, 

9th (Princess of Wales Own) Hussars, of a 

daughter. 

0 
n the 30th January, al the British Legation, 
Stockholm, of inflammation of the lungs, 

Mr. Corbett, Her Britainic Majesty's Envoy 
Extrordinaire and Minister Plenipotentiary to His 
Majesty the Kind of Sweden and Norway. 

0 
n the 20th inst., at Wandie Collage, 
Wandsworth, the wife of GEORGE A. 

PIMM,, of a daughter. 

MARRIAGES 

0 
n lhe hi February, al the British Embassy, 
Pris, LIEUTENANT GENERAL 

NAPIER CAMPBELL to CAROLINE 
MARGARET DUFF (Mrs. HENRY PRICHARD), 
daughter of the late Deputy Surgeon-General 
Charles Murray Duff. 

«@)NS', 

OVER TO YOU 

Information on Thomas I .Gaffney ,  Michael and Ann 

0 'Keefe (hoteliers)  of Jericho and Red Jacket, 

Catherine and Patrick Cunningham (schoolteacher) 

of Red Jacket, but moved to Benalla .  Al so 

information on any other past residents of  

Jericho/ed Jacket region o f  the Jordan 

goldfields. 

Contact: J .G.Roaers 

68 Hennessey St ,  Moe, 3825, 

1 0  /J 



ACTIVITY 
Our group held a very successful wine and cheese tasting night 

at  Dot and Ian Needham's home, Willow Grove on the 6th November, 
1992. 

The evening was supported by a dozen or so of our own members 
plus their families,  as well as a good contingent of people from 
elsewhere, totalling about eighty in a l l .  The wines, which 

proved very popular,  were presented by Wyanga Park Wineries of 
Lakes Entrance. The cheeses were from the Tambo Cheese Factory, 
Traralgon,  and were readily tasted and appreciated. 

Mrs Val Cooper, artist o f  Traralgon, kindly loaned 
selection of still  life  and scenes in oils ,  and these were 

backdrop to a very colourful and lively evening. 

Our fund raising group took the opportunity to display our 
Christmas hamper and to sell a large number of  raffle tickets 
during the evening. This,  plus our door takings, and a 
percentage of sales from the wines and cheeses, will  give us a 
nice bonus to boost club funds. 

The lucky door prizes - a bottle of  wine and a basket of cheeses 
were won by Mrs Quirke,  and our own member Laraine Ramselaar, 
respectively. 

us a 
the 

At this time we take the opportunity to thank 
working members of the group who assisted on 
particularly ,  we owe a big debt of gratitude 

the many 
the night, 

to Ian and 

hard 
but 
Dot 

Needham who opened their home to our group and made the evening 
possible. And special thanks to Dot Needham who went to a lot 
of  trouble in preparing a large and sumptuous supper, and in 
arranging the night with the wine and cheese people. 

This report was compiled by Gay Rogers. 

CHRISTMAS HAMPER COMPETITION WINNERS 

1st Prize:  Scott Laidlaw (Hamper) 

2nd Prize: Mrs Nibbs (Decorated cake) 
3rd Prize:  J. Spaackman (Wine) 
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BOOK 

« 

The Bibliography of the convict transports/ 
James Hugh Donohoe. Sydney . J .  
Donoho, [19922), c1988. -- 2 4  p . ; 2 5  cm. 
Previously published. Kirnbilli, N.S.W..J. 
Donohoe, 1988. 

Available from Mr J Donohoe, 21/373 Alfred St, 
Nonth Sydney NSW 2060. 
Bibliography: p. 22-24. 

Computer disc contains titles: Researching your 
family tree, here and over there; Stories and tales 
of the transported convicts; The First Fleet 
families, Convicts and eules transported from 
Ireland, 1791-1820, The bibliography of the 
convict transports. 
CIP confirmed. 
ISBN 09 5 8 7 54 5 27 .$4. 9 5  
ISBN 09$87545 3 5 (microfiche).$4.95 
ISBN 0 9$87546 2 4 (computer die) • $150.00 
L.Convict ships Australia 2.Australis  

Genealogy. I.Donohoe, James Hugh, 1941 

Jenkins, Jenn, 1908 
Looking back again : our family during 
World War I I/  Jean Jenkins. - [Burwood, 
Vic.]:J .  Jenkins, c1992. -- 61 p. [2I] p. of 
plates : ill., facsims., pons. ; 2l cm. 

Cover title. 
Available from Ms J Jenkins, 24 Fairview Ave, 
Burwood Vic 3125. 
ISBN 0 646 1 1 1 8 3  3(not printed on item) : pnice 
unknown 

L.Jenkins family. 2.Victoria -- Genealogy. 
I.Title 

The First Fleet families / James Hugh 
Donohoe. -- Sydney :J .  Donohoe, 1992, 
c1990. -- [12], 51 ,  [6] p . ;  30  cm. 
'Fir printed 1 990 - P .  (I] 

Available from Mr J Donohoe, 21/273 Alfred St, 
North Sydney NSW 2060. 
Bibliography:p [53]-457] 
Computer disc contains titles: Researching your 
family tree, here and over there; Stories and tales 
of the transported convcts; The First Fleet 
familes; Convicts and exiles transported from 
Ireland, 1791-1820, The bibliography of the 
convict transports 
CIP confirmed. 
ISBN 0 9 5 8 7 5 4 543 : $ 9 . 9 5  
ISBN 09587545 7 8 (microfiche) :$9.95 
ISBN 0 9587546 2 4 (computer disc) : $150.00 
[I)Convicts - Austral Registers. 
[2Convicts -- New South Wales - Registers. 
[JJFirst Fleet, 1787-1768 -- Registers 
4. Austral - Genealogy. I Donohoe, James 
Hugh, 1941 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 

DECEMBER 1992 

The Convicts and exiles transported from 
Ireland, 1791-1820 / James Hugh 
Donohoe. - [Sydney]:J. Donohoe, 1992, 
c1990. ---[7], 79,[2] p _ ;  30 cm. 
'First printed 1 990 ' . P  [ 1]  
Available from Mr J Donohoe, 21/313J Alfred St, 
North Sydney NSW 2060 
Bibliography: p. [80]-[81] 
Computer disc contains titles. Researching your 
family tree, here and over there; Stories and tales 
of the transported convicts, The First Fleet 
fmihes, Convicts and eles transported from 
Irland, 1791-1820, The bibliography of the 
convict transports. 
CI confirmed 
ISBN 0 958754586 .$9 .95  
ISBN 0 9587545 9 4 (microfiche) : $9.95 
ISBN 09587546 2 4 (computer disc): $150.00 
[I]Convicts --Ireland - Registers. [2.JConvcts 
- Australia -- Registers. [3.]Convicts - New 
South Wales -Registers. 4.Australia  

Genealogy. S.Ireland -- Exiles -- Registers. 
I.Donohoe, James Hugh, 1941 

Index of assisted immigrants (into 
Tasmania) 1 8 4 1 - 1 8 8 9  [microform] / 
indexed by Joan Langston ; with assistance 
principally from Val Leahey, Connie 
Blessington and Trish Havenhand. 
Kiama [NS.W.] :  Kiama Municipal 
Council, 1992. - 3  microfiches (606 fr.): 
negative. 
Available from K iama Municipal Council, PO 
Bo 75, Kim NSW 2513. 

ISBN 0 9597203 3 2 :  price unknown 
L.Immigrants - Tasmania --Registers 
2.Australia - Genealogy. I.Langston, Joan. 
IL.Kama (N.S.W.: Municipality). Council. 
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ABERFELDY 

Aberfeldy (or Aberfeldie) situated on Mt.  Lookout, is on the 

road from Walhalla to Woods Point ,  approx. 20 miles north of  

Walhalla.  Ihe area first came to public attention when 

Archibald Campbell from Toongabbie and Thomas McEvoy cut supply 

routes from Gippsland to the Jordan Valley in 1862. 

William Anderson, also hoping to push a track 

region, named the Aberfeldy River ,  after a  

Scottish highlands. Anderson is said to have 

on a trek through the mountains, and was never 

Aber feldy was originally named Mt.Lookout,  but 

fell into disuse, and the title Aberfeldy was 

new settlement. 

through the same 

locality in the 

later disappeared 

heard of again. 

that name soon 

adopted for the 

McEvoy 's Track was universally accepted as the main route to the 

goldfields,  and with the road constantly used by teams of  

packhorses and hundreds of hopefuls headinq for the diggings, it 

w a s n ' t  too long before some major gold reefs were discovered 

around the spurs of Mt.Lookout,  during the late 1860's  and 

1 8 7 0 ' s .  

Dominant reefs were - the Lone Star ,  Lily  of the Valley,  

Stockholm Tar and Comet. These reefs provoded stimulus for the 

town which by that date had an air of permanency. The town was 

eventually officially  surveyed, blocks bought and titles issued, 

By 1875 the town had five hotels and was doing a roarinq trade. 

Prominent among the hotels was Svenson 's "Roval Mail" - a 

landmark that was Aberfeldy until i t  was burnt down in 1890 with 

the loss of a miner ,  John Steele .  The hotel was rebuilt and 

survived again until the distastrous Black Friday of 1939. 

Houses, stores, a post office ,  police station and a school 

eventually  comprised Aberfeldy.  Some leading townspeople were :  

G..Jones ,  J .Hefferin ,  G .&  E .Svenson ,  D.Donaldson, R .H . E .Bake ,  

John O ' T o o l e ,  C .Waterstreet ,  John Hussey, Merinqtons, Reillys,  

Kilgours and many more. Others to reside around Aberfeldy were 

the Clarkes and Cullens,  livina on the Aberfeldy River flats. 

Toners owned the roadside hostelery about two miles out of  

Aberfeldy,  and Sam Beardmore had his "Halfway Hotel" further out 

again along the Walhalla Road. 

> 
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One district landmark indicative to the Aberfeldy landscape is 

the grave of Kitty Cane situated about four kilometres out of  

Aberfeldy on the Walhalla side.  Ihe qrave is siqnposted on the 

road's edqe. A leqend in her own time, K i t ty  is said to have 

been a dance hall qirl ,  weighinq some 22 stone. She set herself  

up as a shanty keeper to capture the passing trade, but died at  

her shanty of an unknown ailment. Being of  such gigantic 

proportions, it was impossible for her to be carried to the 

Aberfeldy cemetery. She was buried along the roadside a short 

distance from her hut. In former days her grave was referred to 

as the "Scotchwoman's Grave". 

The Aberfeldy school was opened in 1872 ,  the nearest schools 

being Jericho , 10 miles away to the NE ,  and Edwards Reef,  1 0  

miles SE of Aberfeldy. Both could only be reached by steep 

mountainous tracks. Mrs E.A.Cuthbert opened the school in May 

1872.  Parents petitioned for government aid ,  which was granted 

and the school became Aberfeldy Rural School N o . 1 7 .  The next 

year it became Aberfeldv State School No .1224 .  Thirty  children 

attended in the school year of 1873 ,  twenty-two in 1884 and ten 

in 1908. The school then worked half  time with Jericho ,  and 

closed in 1912 when student numbers drooped to two. Teachers 

were: in.W.Newcomen ( 1873-1877 ) ,  M.Nugent ( 1 8 7 7 - 1 8 8 4 ) ,  Isabella 

Vance (1889-1891) ,Wm.A.Empey  ( 1891-1894) ,  Percy R.Anderson 

(1904-1907)and F red G.Baker ( 1909-1912 ) .  

The cemetery today could almost be described as A b e r f e l d y ' s  most 

redeeming feature. It  sits uniquely on the mountain top and 

contains the husks of most of Aberfeldy 's  worthy pioneers. It  

was qazetted in 1877 but burials did take place there before 

that date. Although no burials have been carried out at the 

cemetery since the 1840 's ,  it is still  gazetted for use, About 

twelve headstones and two or three memorial stones sti l l  e x i s t ,  

one to the memory of Una Mabel Bourne, renowned international 

pianist to the famous Dame Nellie Melba ,  However the death and 

cremation of Miss Bourne did occur in Melbourne. 
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The 0 ' T o o l e  family, famous axemen, are represented 

headstone, as is Robert Harman Edmund Bake, well  

throughout the mountain range for his knowledge of reef 

by a 

known 

minino 
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and his understanding of legal matters. Bake was killed one 

evenina by a falling limb from a burning tree when returning 

from a New Y e a r ' s  picnic at Matlock. Robert H.E.Bake was born 

in Cornwall of a mining family.  He was educated in France, was 

multi-lingual ,  and was a veteran of  the seige of  Sebastapol_  

during the Crimean War. Bake came to Australia in 1862. 

Another famous for his association 

Patrick Dwyer, born there in 1879. 

with Aberfeldy, was 

Both his parents died 

John 

young 

and repose in the Aberfeldy cemeterv. John Patrick was later 

raised by his maternal grandoarents ,  David and Ann Donaldson of 

Morwell.  He completed his primary education at the age of  ten 

and went to Scotch College where he became dux of the school. 

He graduated in law at Melbourne University,  went to W . A . ,  was 

kniahted and became Chief Justice o f  W .A .  and 

Lieutenant-Governor, 

There are many more buried in the Aberfeldv cemetery without 

headstones or gravemarkers to show their last resting place, 

Some araves are marked but not named. Amongst these .  is Mrs 

Elizabeth  Svenson (nee McGreaor) ,  born at Greenoch, Scotland. 

She married in Kilmore ,  Vic.  in 1863 to a Swede, Carl Svenson. 

The couple were soon livino at Aberfeldy where they became 

famous for the hotel "The Royal Mail"  and the hospitality issued 

to a l l .  Mrs Svenson became known as "Granny" Svenson and, by 

the time of her death at the age of 93 years,  was part of  the 

Aberfeldy legend. At her death she was survived by only four of 

her eleven children. 

A handful of homes remain in the Aberfeldy area today, some at 

Aber feldy i tself ,  and one or two at Clarke and Cullens F l a t .  A  

toilet block and picnic area have been set up for day trippers. 

Perhaps best of all is the magnificent view across the mountain 

ranges and the lone wedae-tailed eagles that forever circle high 

above in the pure air ,  in their never ending auest far a tasty 

morsel .  High enough up to see the waters of the Thomson Dam, 

the Jordan V a l l e y ,  and the snow c lad tips of the Baw Baws in 

mid-winter.  

Contributed by Gay Rogers. 
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A wooden-legged 
woman in Northern 
N.S.W. has, within three 
years, successfully sued 
three men for the main 
tenance of three dif 

ferent illegitimate chil 
dren. 

E. P. Nesbit, next to 
Symon, Q.C., is con 
sidered the best lawyer 
in Adelaide. He is over 
six feet, is built like a 
telegraph-pole, and car 

ries almost as much 
electricity. Poetry and 
the ladies are the solace 
of his restful hours, and 
he did much to boom Mrs 
Brown-Potter and Miss 
Edith Bland while they 
were in Adelaide. 

nn- L)
W 7  d? 

Information wanted on Thomas 

Gilchrist  of Wanlockhead, 

Scot land ,  born 1830/31,  son 

o f  Margaret Ballantyne and 

James G i l c h r i s t .  Arrived 

Victoria  ci rca  mid 1 8 5 0 ' s .  

Firstly  at M a x w e l l ' s  Reef 

near Inglewood with Laidlaw 

brothers ,  W i l l iam  and John. 

Married Isabella  Fraser of  

Ki rkaldy ,  Ffeshire ,  

Scotland,  at Geelong in 

1867 .  Lived at Batesford ,  

Elaine d i s t r i c t .  !ssue :  

Isabella  Keddie,  Margaret 

Ballantyne ,  James Gilchrist  

and Arthur  Thomas Gilchrist .  

Thomas Gilchrist  died at 

Geelong in 1880 .  Isabel la  

Keddie Gi lchrist  married  

Alfred George Downey ( p o l i c e  

constable )  and lived at 

Jeparit .  I s a b e l l a  G i l c h r i s t  

died 1 9 2 3  at  B i r r e Q r T a ,  

buried Geelong New Cemetery .  

Contact :  J . G . R o g e r s  

68 Hennessey S t ,  Moe, 3825 ,  

Please address a l l  correspondence t o :  Mid G ipps land  F a m i l y  

History Society,  I n c . ,  P . 0 . B o x  7 6 7 ,  M o r w e l l ,  V i c  840. 


