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11 PROGRAM -- FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 

051 48 9251 

051 27 1780 

25T A r m r _  f 5 '  -  An:ac Day, S o c i a l  N i g h t  
Members to b r i n g  supper 

- Speaker on Undertakers ecords 
Suggestions:  John Lsckey,  Don W e i r  

STATE LI=FRARY CF V I C T O R I A .  

New H o u r s :  

s f r c m  4  February 11 

Mnday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday - Sunday 

1 

1 0  

1 0  

1 0  

pm - 9 pm 

am - 6 pm 

am - 9 pm 

am - ¢ pm 

SUNDAY CFEN:NG W I L L  COMMENCE ON 1 7  FEBRUARY 1 9 1 .  

"Ngw i t ' s  r e l a t i v e l y  easy" 

The Sun,  December 10. 

Donated by S h i r l e y  Connaghan.  

COMFILING a f a m i l y  tree used to be d i f f i c u l t  and 
t i m e - c o n s u m i n g .  ecords i n  V i c t o r i a  had been p o o r l y  
o r g a n i s e d  and sometimes i m p o s s i b l e  to f i n d .  Fut f r o m  
December 1 1 ,  t r a c i n g  f a m i l y  roots w i l l  be a r e l a t i v e l y  
s i m p l e  process.  A new index  to V i c t o r i a n  b i r t h s ,  deaths,  
and marriages  d a t i n g  from the b e g i n n i n g s  of the colony of 
Fort F h i l l i p  and f i n i s h i n g  i n  1EE has just been completed.  
The new index  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  the p u b l i c  at the LaTrobe 
section  o+ the State L i b r a r y .  



LETTERS OF FEFLY TO STATE CONFERENCE F=SOLUTIONS 1 9 0 .  

Dear Mrs.  Dempster,  

TFant :  you +or your l e t t e r  o+ 1 4  June,  1° s u g g e s t i n g  that 
+ u 2 I  b i r t h  and death c e r t i f i c a t e s  s h o u l d  be p r o v i d e d  at t h e  
t i n e  o° t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n s t e a d  of t h e  extra:ts .  

i t h s  are r e g i s t e r e d  to p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  o> c i t i z e n s h i p ,  
age and par=ntags  + o r  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  born and + o r  s t a t i s t i c a l  
p u r p o s e s .  Deaths are r e g i s t e r e d  +or probate  an s t a t i s t i c a l  
purpose. Amendments to the r e g i s t r a t i o n  o° B i r t h s ,  Deaths 
and M a r r i a g e s  Act i n  ! 5  removed t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  + o r  
i n 5 : m z : r t =  t s  p = r z o r a l l s  tenc'  t o  r e g i s t e r  a  b i r t h  or a eath 
an' = r a t l e z'  r e g i s t a t i o n  b y  p e s t .  The p r a c t i c e  o° s e n d i n g  
zr e : t r a c t  i s  t z  n c t i +  t i e  i n f o r m a n t  that  t n e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
h e s  beer c o m p l e t e d .  The fees a r e  set to r e c o v e r  t h e  o s t s .  
T h e e  i s  l i t t l e  p r o : i t  m a r g i n  i n  t h e m .  

Recently,  = number o: r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  s i m i l a r  to  yours 
heve beer r e c e i v e ' .  
and - u . .  z = t i 5 i z a t e s  has been c o m m i s s i o n s .  I t  . =  e x p e r t e d  
thzt n p r o c e d u r es  more a p p r o p r i a t e  to t n s  n=ssz o zhe 

z c m m u r i t  w i l l  be i n s t i t ua e c' .  
Tami yo pr your i n t e r e s t .  

Yours S i n -z = = ' y  
F .  W .  a l s t  

M i r i s t e r  £ o r  Property and S e r . i c e s  

S u b m i t i s ;  b y  S h i r l e y  Lonnagrar 

F'age 1 7  -  November 1 0 .  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FU'LOWING MEMBERS F THE GROUF ON THE 

OCCASION OF: 

THE ENGAGEMENT OF DAVID MCINNESS 

TO FIONA AND BRIAN KEMSLEY - THE BIRTH OF THEIR 

SECOND SON - ASHLEY JOHN. 

WE WISH MELINDA VAN KLVEREN ALL THE BEST FDR THE FUTURE. 
MELINDA IS LEAVING THE VALLEY TO PERSUE OTHER ENDEAVOURS. 
ON BEHALF OF THE MID-GIPPSLAND GROUP, WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK 
HER FOR THE SHORT TERM IN THE POSITION OF SECRETARY. 



NEW MEMBER'S INTEREST. 

Mrs.  M a v i s  Lucas 
P O  Box 1052 
Tr ar a l g o n  V i c  3844 

• 
Sf  aaao: au .. a.ad 

Mrs.  Lucas i s  r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a m i l y  l i n e s  and 
w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  to hear f r o m  anyone w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

FATHER'S S I D E :  

John Crome C u r r i e  of D u n f r i e s ,  S c o t l a n d  m a r r i e d  at yneton 
to E m i l y  Eve P i n c h e n .  

MOTHER'S S I D E :  
W i l l i a m  M o r r i s  f r o m  Aberdeen,  S c o t l a n d  m a r r i e d  at West 
M e l b o u r n e  to Mary Jane O ' L e a r y  from Monahan,  I r e l a n d .  

I  N  M E  M O R  I  LU  M  

The c l u b  was saddened t o  l e a r n  of t h e  p a s s i n g  on t h i s  week 
of t h e  c l u b ' s  most v a l u a b l e  member - Someone E l s e .  

Someone E l s e ' s  p a s s i n g  creates a  vacancy that w i l l  be 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i l l .  Someone has been w i t h  the c l u b  s i n c e  i t  

f i r s t  s t a r t e d  and d i d  f a r  more t h a n  any n o r m a l  p e r s o n s  

share of the w o r k ,  

Whenever t h e r e  was a job t o  d o ,  a  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n  t o  a t t e n d ,  

f u n d s  t o  b e  r a i s e d ,  or a m e e t i n g  t o  a t t e n d ,  one name was on 

e v e r y o n e s  l i p s .  "Let Someone E l s e  do i t . "  

I t  was common k n o w l e d g e  that Someone E l s e  was one of 

t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h e  c l u b ;  whenever t h e r e  
was a need for v o l u n t e e r s ,  everyone just assumed 
Someone E l s e  w o u l d  v o l u n t e e r .  Someone E l s e  was a 

w o n d e r f u l  person - s o m e t i m e s  a p p e a r i n g  superhuman,  
but a person can o n l y  do so m u c h .  Now i t  i s  r e a l i s e d ,  

everybody expected too m u c h .  

Someone E l s e  l e f t  a  wonderful  e x a m p l e  t o  f o l l o w ,  but who i s  
g o i n g  t o  the t h i n g s  Someone E l s e  d i d ?  

When you are asked to h e l p ,  remember 
WE CANNOT DEPEND ON SOMEONE ELSE ANY MORE 

WHY NOT VOLUNTEEFR NOW!  

S u b m i t t e d  b y  M r s .  F l o r e n c e  B u t c h e r .  



ISLE gF TE DEAD _- TASMANIA.  

BURIAL GROUND FOR PORT ARTHUR. 

The i s l a n d  of¥ Point  Puer was o r i g i n a l l y  named Opossum 
I s l a n d ,  but d u r i n g  most of the c o n v i c t  p e r i o d  i t  was c a l l e d  
"Dead I s l a n d " .  I t  was the  S e t t l e m e n t s  b u r i a l  p l a c e  -  +or 
both c o n v i c t  and f r e e .  From 1 8 3 1  to 1877 the i s l a n d  was the 
f i n a l  r e s t i n g  p l a c e  for n e a r l y  2 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e .  B a r e l y  an acre 
i n  area,  i t  p r o v i d e d  graves for 176 c o n v i c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
P o i n t  Fuer teenagers,  and 180 o f f i c i a l s ,  s o l d i e r s ,  seamen 
and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  

The free p e o p l e  were b u r i e d  i n  the h i g h e r  ground and many 
of t h e i r  headstones are s t i l l  s t a n d i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  some are 
d i f f i c u l t  to read due to d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of the poor q u a l i t y  
sandstone w h i c h  was used .  C o n v i c t s  were b u r i e d  i n  unmarked 
m u l t i p l e  graves,  t h e i r  b o d i e s  wrapped i n  s a i l c l o t h ,  covered 
w i t h  a  layer of q u i c k l i m e  and a layer  of s o i l  and the grave 
l e f t  ready for the  next  b u r i a l .  These graves u s u a l l y  h e l d  
s i x  or seven b o d i e s  and were dug as c l o s e  together as 
p o s s i b l e .  C o n v i c t s  were not p e r m i t t e d  to heave headstones,  

but i n  l a t e r  years there have been n i n e  e r e c t e d .  A  b u r i a l  
s e r v i c e  wzs g i v e n  +or a l l  p e r s o n s .  

A  r e s i d e n t  g r a v e - d i g g e r  kept  graves ready + o r  t h e  n e x t  
r e c i p i e n t .  Once a week a boat s a i l e d  the 1  km t o  the  i s l a n d  
to t a k e  h i m  fresh food s u p p l i e s  and t a k e  h i m  ashore t h a t  h e  
may a t t e n d  c h u r c h .  

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

A Story bout N_body 

T h i s  i s  a  story about four people  named Everybody,  Somebody, 
Anybody and Nobody. 

There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure 
that Somebody w o u l d  do i t .  Anybody c o u l d  have done i t ,  but 
Nobody d i d  i t .  Somebody got angry about that because i t  was 
Everybody's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Everybody thought Anybody c o u l d  
do i t ,  but Nobody r e a l i s e d  that Everybody w o u l d n ' t  do i t .  
It  ended up that  Everybody b l a m e d  Somebody when Nobody d i d  
what Anybody c o u l d  have done.  

Submitted by M r s .  F l o r e n c e  Butcher.  

C o n t r i b u t i o n s  are accepted i n  good f a i t h  and the Newsletter 
Committee do not accept r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for accuracy of 
i n f o r m a t i o n  or o p i n i o n s  expressed.  
C o m p i l e d  for the M i d - G i p p s l a n d  Group - The G e n e a l o g i c a l  
Society  of V i c t o r i a  by the Newsletter Committee.  

Mrs. Karen Healy  and Mrs.  Laraine  Ramselaar.  


