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LIFESTYLES 
Genealogists enjoy addiction 

by Donna Spencer Lloydminster M e r i d i a n  

Genealogy i s  a  bug that b i t e s  and d o e s n ' t  l e t  g o ,  says 
f a m i l y  tree f a n a t i c  E d i t h  C u n n i n g h a m .  " I t " s  f u n .  I ' l l  

spend days on i t , "  she says w i t h  an e n t h u s i a s t i c  g r i n .  
C u n n i n g h a m  w i l l  often spread her p e d i g r e e  sheets - charts of 

her f a m i l y  tree -  out on t h e  t a b l e  i n  the m o r n i n g .  Before 

she knows i t  i t s  4 : 3 0  i n  the afternoon.  S h e s  been t r a c i n g  

her f a m i l y ' s  roots for the l a s t  1 5  years and has gotten b a c k  
as 1 0 6 6 .  One of her ancestors was c h i e f  b o w s t r i n g e r  for 

W i l l i a m  the Conqueror.  "When you study W i l l i a m  the 

Conqueror i n  h i s t o r y  i n  s c h o o l ,  i t  can be b o r i n g . "  e x p l a i n s  

Janet Newman, another s t r i c k e n  w i t h  f a m i l y  tree f e v e r .  "But 

l e a r n i n g  i t  through g e n e a l o g y ,  i t  has a w h o l e  d i f f e r e n t  

m e a n i n g . "  Newman f i n g e r s  a  copy of a l e t t e r  her I r i s h  

great-grandfather sent to her great-grandmother before t h e i r  

m a r r i a g e .  She had been sent to Canada because both sets of 
parents disapproved of t h e i r  c o u r t s h i p .  The l e t t e r  spoke of 
h i s  u n d y i n g  l o v e  for h e r .  The c o u p l e  e v e n t u a l l y  reunited 

and m a r r i e d  but Newman's  great-grandfather was disowned by 
h i s  f a t h e r .  "When you f i n d  t h i n g s  l i k e  letters and d i a r i e s  

i t  makes your ancestors real  p e o p l e ,  not just a name and a 
d a t e , "  says Cunningham who has i n  her possession a book of 
poems by a d i s t a n t  u n c l e .  The c h a l l e n g e  to t r a c i n g  a  f a m i l y  
t r e e ,  e x p l a i n s  C u n n i n g h a m ,  i s  to f i n d  the paper t r a i l  and 
f o l l o w  i t .  Death,  b i r t h  and marriage c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  
newspaper f i l e s ,  o l d  photographs and i m m i g r a t i o n  records 
p r o v i d e  the p i e c e s  to the p u z z l e  of where and who she came 
f r o m .  When the paper t r a i l  ends,  Cunningham and Newman f i n d  
a  new path to f o l l o w  w i t h  h e l p  from the L l o y d m i n s t e r  
Geneology S o c i e t y ,  the Saskatchewan Geneology Society and 
other l i k e  s o c i e t i e s  around t h e  w o r l d .  Cunningham and 
Newman w i l l  often make contact w i t h  an overseas geneologist 
who w i l l  p r o v i d e  them w i t h  enough names and dates to f i l l  an 
e n t i r e  branch of t h e i r  f a m i l y  t r e e .  " I t s  a  very personal 
and i n d i v i d u a l  h o b b y , "  says Newman of her a d d i c t i o n  to 
geneology.  "You can go as fast or as s l o w  as you want and 
you can spend as much money as you want on i t . "  The two 
women have scouted l o c a l  graveyards and m u n i c i p a l i t y  record 

books for t h e i r  f a m i l y  roots. T h e y ' r e  done a l o t  of d i g g i n g  

by phone and by m a i l .  But both know that i f  they need more 

f a m i l y  h i s t o r y ,  they w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  have to go overseas, 

C u n n i n g h a m  to E n g l a n d  and Newman to I r e l a n d  and Germany. 

Geneology i s  becoming more popular  as records are becoming 
more and more a v a i l a b e ,  says Newman. " p m  h o p i n g  to get 

some records from Romania  as the p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  there 
i s  c h a n g i n g . "  G e n e o l o g i c a l  s o c i e t i e s  are popular  i n  New 

Z e a l a n d ,  A u s t r a l i a ,  E n g l a n d  and the U n i t e d  States and they 
are a l s o  s p r i n g i n g  up i n  European c o u n t r i e s  as w e l l ,  she 
a d d s .  The 14--member L l o y d m i n s t e r  G e n e o l o g i c a l  Society meets 

every fourth Monday of the month at the L l y o y d m i n s t e r  F u b l i c  
L i b r a r y .  



The G e n e o l o g i s t s  D i s e a s e :  

WARNING: 

SYMF TOMS: 

CURE : 

TREATMENT : 

REMARKS: 

Geneology pox (very contagious to a d u l t s )  

Constantly n e e d i n g  names, dates and p l a c e s .  
P a t i e n t  has a b l a n k  expression and i s  sometimes 
deaf to spouse and c h i l d r e n .  No taste for work 
of any k i n d  except l o o k i n g  through records,  
l i b r a r i e s  and courthouses.  Has c o m p u l s i o n  to 
w r i t e  l e t t e r s ,  swears at the m a i l m a n  when he 

f a i l s  t o  l e a v e  l e t t e r s  and frequents strange 
p l a c e s  such as c e m e t e r i e s ,  r u i n s  and remote 
d e s o l a t e  country areas. Makes secret m i d n i g h t  
c a l l s ,  h i d e s  phones b i l l s  from spouse and 
m u m b l e s  t o  s e l f  a  l o t .  Has a f a r  away l o o k  i n  

eyes. 

NONE. 

M e d i c a t i o n  i s  useless,  but disease i s  not 
f a t a l .  P a t i e n t  w i l l  get p r o g r e s s i v e l y  worse. 
P a t i e n t  should attend geneology workshops and 
s u b s c r i b e  to geneology m a g a z i n e s .  

Usual nature of t h i s  disease i s  the s i c k e r  the 

( u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  cannot be c o m p l e t e d  due to 
t h e  f a i l u r e  of p h o t o c o p y i n g .  
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BURIALS AT THE WALHALLA CEMETERY 

by Yolanda Reynolds 

The b u r i a l  r e g i s t e r  for W a l h a l l a  Cemetery began i n  1880,  but 
from e a r l y  s t a t i s t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i t  i s  estimated that 
there were a p p r o x i m a t e l y  seventy b u r i a l s  w h i c h  occurred 
before then and were not o f f i c i a l l y  recorded i n  any cemetery 

records.  D u r i n g  and after t h e  d e c l i n e  of the W a l h a l l a  

Township ,  from about 1 9 1 2  onwards,  there were p e r i o d s  of 

t i m e  when d e t a i l s  of interments were n e g l e c t e d  or c o m p l e t e l y  

o m i t t e d ,  more so as t i m e  went o n .  I n  most cases, these 

b u r i a l s  can be c o n f i r m e d  through a death c e r t i f i c a t e .  To 

date,  I  have i n f o r m a t i o n  on a p p r o x i m a t e l y  80 persons who 
d i e d  i n  W a l h a l l a  or d i s t r i c t ,  but are not l i s t e d  as b u r i a l s  
i n  the W a l h a l l a  cemetery records,  yet presumably,  they were 
b u r i e d  t h e r e .  These b u r i a l s  can be c o n f i r m e d  by t h e i r  death 
c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  o b i t u a r y  n o t i c e s  e t c .  I n  an attempt to 
c o m p l e t e "  t h e  W a l h a l l a  cemetery records,  I  am c o m p i l i n g  a  

l i s t  of persons who were b u r i e d  there,  but not i n c l u d e d  i n  
the cemetery r e c o r d s .  I  would be g r a t e f u l  for any 
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  to any death or b u r i a l  i n  W a l h a l l a  or 

the s u r r o u n d i n g  d i s t r i c t ,  at any t i m e .  

Mrs Y .  R e y n o l d s ,  Secretary W a l h a l l a  Cemetery Trust,  
50 Summer l e a  S t ,  T r a f a l g a r  V i c  3824. 

D I D  YOU KNOW? 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE OF I R I S H  DESCEND OR JUST LOVE THE I R I S H !  

The I r i s h  Design Shop i s  located a t :  

Shop 1 5  

Royal Arcade 
Bourke Street M a l l  

Melbourne V i c  3000 

Phone: 03 650 3906 

S m a l l  s e l e c t i o n  of i r i s h  g i f t s ,  m u s i c ,  books and j e w e l l e r y .  
W i d e  range of h e r a l d i c  goods, hand woven s h a w l s  and 
k n i t w e a r ,  capes and h a t s ,  i r i s h  l i n e n ,  water ford  crystal and 
b e l l e c k  c h i n a .  

C o n t r i b u t i o n s  are accepted i n  good f a i t h  and the Newsletter 
Committee do not accept r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for accuracy of 
i n f o r m a t i o n  or o p i n i o n s  expressed.  

C o m p i l e d  for the M i d - G i p p s l a n d  Group of The G e n e a l o g i c a l  
S o c i e t y  of V i c t o r i a ,  by the Newsletter Committee.  

Mrs.  Karen H e a l y  and Mrs.  L a r a i n e  Ramselaar.  


