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The past t w e l v e  months have seen some changes i n  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  structure of t h e  g r o u p .  I  b e l i e v e  the 
major change was m o v i n g  t h e  A . G . M ,  to  J u l y ,  w h i l e  r e t a i n i n g  
t h e  program on a c a l e n d a r  year thus e n a b l i n g  t h e  new 
c o m m i t t e e  t i m e  t o  " 4 i n d  t h e i r  f e e t "  for a month or two 
b e f o r e  h a v i n g  to c r e a t e  a  program for the F o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  

The r e g u l a r  b i - m o n t h l y  meeti n g of t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
c o m m i t t e e  was an improvement,  but s t i l l  r e q u i r e d  a  s p e c i a l  
e f f o r t  on b e h a l f  of those i n v o l v e d .  The i n a u g u r a l  m e e t i n g  
Gf the G i p p s l a n d  Groups i n  February was very successful  and 

has r e s u l t e d  i n  a  s m e i n a r  run by t h e  G . S . V .  b e i n g  o f f e r e d  to 
our a r e a .  I F  i t  goes ahead I hope a l l  groups w i l l  be 

represented. 

Our program was a l i t t l e  v a r i e d  t h i s  year,  but 
s t i l l  our group has f a i l e d  to attract  a  r e s p e c t a b l e  rumber 

0f new members.  I  am unsure of any s p e c i f i c  reason for  t l i s  
but a c t i o n  must be t a k e n  to d i e n t i f y  the cause and c o r r e c t  
i t  f a i r l y  soon, or p r o b l e m s  w i l l  a r i s e  t h a t  w i l l  g r e a t l y  
a f F c c t  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  of t h e  group s we know i t .  

Te a l l  t h e  members who have supported our 
a c t i v i t i c s  and h e l p e d  to " r u n "  the group i n  any way,  t h a n k s  
for y a ; "  a £ f o r t s .  A  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  to a l l  those who 
accepted a  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  e x e c u t i v e  and a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  group over t h e  l a s t  s i x  m o n t h s .  

£ t =e r  a c t i n g  as c h a i r m a n  f o r  t h e  l a s t  three terms 
0of O f + i c e ,  t h e  t i m e  has come for someone e l s e  to accept  t h e  
r o l e .  T  have enjoyed my task  as c h a i r m a n  and have had some 
very r e w a r d i n g  moments d u r i n g  my t i m e  i n  o f f i c e ,  but t h e  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  imposed by the demands of the t w e l v e  hour 
s h i f t ,  t h e  development  of d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s  and t h e  
f e e l i n g  of " t i r e d n e s s "  i n  the p o s i t i o n  have a l l  been 
i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  my d e c i s i o n  to r e s i g n .  I  w i s h  t o  r e m a i n  a  
member of the group,  but doubt my a b i l i t y  to attend on a 
r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  

Yours i n  G e n e a l o g y ,  

Greg Sephton 



ELECTION OF OFF ICE BEARERS FOR 1 9 9 O - 1 9 9 1 .  

CHATMAN:  Don Mac.readie 

F I R S T  V I C E  CHAIRMAN:  D a v i d  M a c I n n e s  

SECOND V I C E  CHAIRMAN: Greg Sephton 

SECRETARY: M e l i n d a  Van K l a v e r  en 

TREASURE: J e a n n i e  Drane 

L I B R A R I A N :  F l o r e n c e  Butcher 

ASSISTANT L I B R A R I A N S :  Jean M a N a l l y  and S h i r e l y  Connagtan 

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE: Karen H e a l y  and L a r a i n e  Ramselaar 

PROGRAMME COORDINATOR: Second i c e  C h a i r m a n  

P U B L I C I T Y  OFF ICER AND ANCESTOR REPOT: Dawn C o w l e y  

PUBL I C  RELATIONS OFFICE: F i r s t  V i c e  C h a i r m a n  

BOOK BUYING COMMITTEE:  L i b r a r i a n  and her a s s i s t a n t s  

SUFFER COORDINATOR: F i o n a  kHemsley 

SEMINAR COMMITTEE: E x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  power to add 

RESEARCH OFF ICERS: w i t h  p e o p l e  from s p e c i f i c  areas 

The m e m b e r s h i p  f e e  for 1 97 9 0 -- 1 9 1  i s :  

O r d i n a r y  Members 
F a m i l y  

V i s i t o r s  

$1O-OO 

$12-00 

$ 1 - 0 0  per m e e t i n g  

OMISSION FROM LAST NEWSLETTER NO.  4 8 .  

For those w i s h i n g  t o  w r i t e  to t h e  D e n i l i q u i n  H i s t o r i c a l  

S o c i e t y ,  t h e  address i s :  

F . 0 .  Box 678 
D e n i l i q u i n  N . S . W .  2 7 1 O  



B U S I N E S S  

Taut, Titan terrific 
Want to know hatched, matched and dispatched details in a hurry? 
KEVIN MURPHY logs into a new computer system. 

THE BULLETIN. DECEMBER 19, 1989 

specific cause-of-death forms so re 
searchers wil l  be able to search records 
quickly for patterns in deaths and illness 
formerly nearly impossible. For example, 
if a rare illness was to appear in Victoria, 
epidemiologists could check every per 
sonal detail listed on the death certificate 
for geographica l ,  occupat iona l ,  or 
hereditary information that could help 
determine who else might be at risk. 

Searle's team has already worked on 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome. A search 
of Victoria's 36 cot deaths established 

Titan, clerks monthly shifted two stacks of 
5000 birth certificates and hospital records 
to match them and find unregistered babies. 
Now it's done in seconds. 

Staff welcome the new technology. 
Searles team introduced all 120 BDM 
workers to Titan in groups of live. "Our 
people seem to like the idea that the com 
puter comes around to human thinking 
rather than forcing them to think like a com 
puter," he said. If all births back to 1965 were 
loaded up, there would be full cost recovery 
within five years through savings in salaries. 
The 1.2 to 1.3 million people born in the last 
20 years are those most likely to require a 
birth certificate, for which the charge is $22. 

Apart from productivity gains, TI tan is 
a researcher's dream. Searle's team can 
look at death certificates exactly as they 
do birth certificates. Doctors fill out 

median figures for their  ages, parent 
profiles and geographic locations as an ex 
ample of what the system can do. Similar 
s t a t i s t i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  cou ld  advance  
knowledge about other diseases. 

The system is set up so that researchers 
on ly get access to the information they 
need. BDM staff can blank out names and 
addresses on each certificate called up. 
For instance, research into AIDS deaths 
could be done without learning victims' 
personal details. 

Michael Blaimey. director-general of 
Victoria's Department of Property and 
Services which runs BDM says he's "very 
impressed" with Titan. "it allows complex 
systems development in a very short time. 
It costs much less to run and we're able to 
provide more i nformat ion  than ever 
before." Because the system is portable , 
ru n n i n g  off persona l  computers  or 
mainframes, Blaimeys staff is looking at 
using Titan on other  department  
databanks. The Land Titles Office is put 
ting paper records which fill a five-storey 
building on 70 laser disks. 

Blaimey says he can see "totally new 
business opportunities opening up ." 
BDM reports to about 18  statutory bodies. 
Searle expects that to grow. 

The Department of Property and 
Services' enthusiasm mirrors that of the ap 
proximately 80 other Titan users around 

Australia. Says Searle, whos had 
several inquiries from govern 
ments about the system: "It's nice 
to show we bureaucrats can get 
something done." 

Peter Reynolds, Director of 
Melbourne-based Knowledge 
Engineering , which designed 
and markets Titan, admits the 
software has done well. Some 
States are talking about joining 
WA in putting their Hansards 
on TI tan. But real growth for the 
four-year-old company w i l l  
come w h e n  T i tan  taps the  
Federal  Government ' s  
data banks and begins to export. 

Does Reynolds worry that 
a: Titan's ability to peer into our 
± private lives will be abused? 

?As long as access to records is 
% carefully controlled, this system 

could bring far more benefits 
Graham Searle: "almost beyond our comprehension" than negatives."■ 

I
f  George Orwell had been Australian 
and written about a user-friendly Big 
Brother, he might have created a com 

puter software package called Titan. He 
wasn 't. He d idn 't. B u t  a  computer  
software team at Melbourne University 
did and formed a spin-off company (a rare 
beast in Australia) to market their world 
breakthrough. 

T i tan ,  a  super -fast  info rmat ion  
retrieval system, could make much of the 
information mouldering away on library 
shelves and computer tapes accessible to 
anyone who can poke a keyboard (and has 
proper clearance). If that doesn't set your 
heart racing, how about this : Titan will 
soon make getting a copy of your birth cer 
tificate a walk- in ,  walk-out procedure. 
That is, if you live in Victoria. 

T i t an ' s  c rea tors  f u n d a m e n t a ll y  
changed the logic behind operating a 
database .  The more complicated the 
query, the faster it supplies the informa 
tion. Need to know how many mothers of 
children born in Victoria last year were 
themselves born in Thunder Bay, Ontario, 
Canada? All you do is type in "Thunder 
Bay", wait a couple of nanoseconds and 
Titan will tell you: "one", then present the 
birth certificate details of the young 
Australian with the Thunder Bay mum. 

Mother's birthplace is one of many birth 
certificate details which the computer can 
locate instantly. How many men named 
Felix fathered twins in the past four years? 
Easy. Punch in "Felix" and presto, the twins 
and their Felix dads appear. Amazingly, this 
software is so simple that the people who use 
the system design it themselves without call 
ing in often expensive programmers some of 
whom, of course, see Titan as threatening 
their jobs. Any word, phrase or number on 
any file in the system can be located instant 
ly. Files ortexts can be searched. Imagine the 
possibilities. 

Grahame Searle at Victoria's BDM has 
and he's very excited: " All of a sudden we 
have a tool almost beyond our com 
prehension." Searle leads a small team 
which is giving the office's huge pile of in 
formation the Titan treatment. Says his 
boss, acting registrar Mike Tinsely: "We 
haven't got our minds around it yet. We 
don't know what it will open up." 

Titan will promote efficiency. Each year 
in Victoria about 60,000 babies are born, 
30,000 people die and 30,000 marry. Before 

122 



SNIPPETTS: 

Yarram G e n e a l o g i c a l  Group.  

On t h e  6th October 1 9 9 0 ,  t h e  Yarram G e n e a l o g i c a l  Group are 
h o l d i n g  a  Seminar  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  guest speakers 
Sue McEeth,  Wendy Baker and Frances Brown.  

Any e n q u i r i e s  should  be address to 

Esme Rash 
Hon.  Secretary 
Yarr am G e n e a l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y  
F  0  Box 42 

Yarram V i c  3 7 1  

" B u r i e d  Ey The S e a " .  

A  H i s t o r y  of the W i l l i a m s t o w n  Cemetery by Andrew Lemon and 
Mar j o r i e  Morgan.  

It o f f e r s  a  comprehensive l i s t  of t h e  names of p e o p l e  bur i e cd  
t h e r e ,  for those who have ancestors or r e l a t i v e s  i n  that 
a r e a .  

The book i s  a v a i l a b l e  £ r o m :  

The M e m o r i a l  Far k 

Bo 83 

A l t o n a  Nth V i c  3025 

T e l :  ( 0 3 )  3 1 4  7822 

and cost i s :  $?7-9 p l u s  $5-00 for postage and h a n d l i n g .  

C o n t r i b u t i o n s  are accepted i n  good f a i t t  and t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  

Committee do not accept r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for accuracy cf 

i n f o r m a t i o n  or o p i n i o n s  expressed.  

C o m p i l e d  for t h e  M i d - G i p p s l a n d  Group of The G e n e a l o g i c a l  
S o c i e t y  of V i c t o r i a ,  by the Newsletter C o m m i t t e e .  

trs .  Karen Healy  and Mrs.  L a r a i n e  a m s e l a a r .  


