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Meetings: 
 
Meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of each Month, except 
December, at the Meeting Room, entrance at the rear door of the 
Moe Library, Kirk Street Moe.  Our Library will be open at 7pm 
with meetings commencing at approximately 7.30pm. 
Membership fees 2005/2006:  Single $25; Family $30 payable in July. 
 
Library Hours: 
 
Our Library is open to the public on Wednesday Afternoons between 1pm 
and 4pm.  Volunteers from our group are available to assist with research 
at this time.  The Library is also available to members at all times that the 
Meeting room has not been booked by other organizations. (Check with 
the Public Library Staff)  The library is available to members on the first 
Saturday of each month. 
 
Library Fees: Gold Coin donation per visit for non – members. 
 
Research: 
 
There is a research fee, minimum of $10 plus a stamped addressed 
envelope for any enquiries requiring research, with additional charges for 
large amounts of photocopying and/or postage.  Enquires should be clear 
and concise.  
 
Please direct all enquires to The Secretary, P.O. Box 767, Morwell, 3840 
and mark the envelope “Research Enquiry”. 
 

In This Issue: 
 
Members Profile: Dawn Cowley.  
Carrajung Cemetery, by David Weatherill 
Statistical Notes on the Goldfields; part 2. 
Australian BDM Places. 
Printed Tinware. Money Matters. 
Library News; Ancestry in Latrobe Libraries. 
Obituary: Mrs Vera Grace Jolliffe of Yallourn 
New in the Library: Single and Free… Liz Rushen 
New Members: Michelle Mostert, Max and Anne Griffin,  
Jean Gorman & Robert Dunn 
 

Contributors: 
 
Claire Wood, David Weatherill, Dawn Cowley 
Vaughan Knox, Bob Jones, Sandra Dumble, & Kaye O’Reilly 
 
June Meeting: Bring along any published family history to 
compare writing and setup styles. 
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NEW IN THE LIBRARY ANCESTRY.COM 
SINGLE AND FREE: now online at all 

Female migration to Australia 1833-1837 LATROBE CITY LIBRARIES 
by Elizabeth Rushen Our local library’s have subscribed to Ancestry 

Library Edition, a research tool offering one of 
the most comprehensive genealogical 
information bases available online. With more 
than 1.5 billion names in over 4,000 
collections. 

   In April we were fortunate to have Liz 
Rushen visit MGFHS and speak to us about the 
above publication. Her book is about the first 
scheme for female migration to Australia, and 
the many women who emigrated from Britain 
and Ireland in the 1830s.  “It is an impressive resource”, says Claire 

Wood of Traralgon Library, “not only can you 
track your ancestors and their families across 
the centuries, you can view and download the 
original records, which is a huge bonus” 

   The women's selection, interviews, life-
experiences and writings show that they were 
drawn from a wide cross-section of nineteenth 
century society. The book challenges those who 
criticised the women: they may have been 
travelling alone, 'unprotected' by a male 
guardian, but they certainly could not be 
dismissed en masse as the 'sweepings of the 
gutters'. These women were, in fact, bold and 
enterprising, and made ideal workers and wives 
in the new colonies. 

You can search censuses for England & Wales 
to 1901, Civil Registration Indexes for births, 
deaths and marriages, plus UK and Ireland 
parish and probate records from the 1500s to 
the 1800s and even earlier. There are also a few 
military, immigration/emigration, court and 
probate records. It is also very strong in US and 
Canadian records.    Condemned for their independence, most of 

the women were enterprising individuals who 
successfully managed the migration experience 
and made valuable contributions to the 
development of Australian colonial society. 

Ancestry Library is available free on computers 
in Latrobe City libraries at Moe, Morwell and 
Traralgon, and soon at Churchill. 

 
   Administered for the colonial office by the 
London Emigration Committee, the scheme 
met with immediate criticism. The committee 
was condemned for its selection processes in 
what was seen as a plot to transplant immoral 
women and the sweepings of British and Irish 
workhouses and charitable institutions to 
colonial society.   

 
PICTURES of GIPPSLAND 

Gippsland Picture Collection launch 
Photographs in the collection at the Centre for 
Gippsland Studies have been digitised and 
made easily accessible to students, researchers 
and members of the public via the internet for 
the first time. The images have been loaded 
into Monash University’s ARROW Repository.     Several of the ships contained only female 

migrants, but the majority contained family and 
single male migrants in addition to a large 
proportion of single females. 

http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/news/2006/04-
arrow.html

 
 

   The ships departed Gravesend, England and 
Cork and Dublin, Ireland between April 1833 
and November 1836. They all completed 
successful voyages of between 93 and 133 
days. 

MERCHANT SEAMEN 
http://www.awm.gov.au/encyclopedia/merchan
t_navy.htm 
A source for tracing Merchant Seamen, this site 
lists members of the Merchant Navy who have 
died during or as a result of war. The Roll 
includes those who served with the Australian 
Merchant Navy and Merchant Seamen of other 
nations. To search, click on "Commemorative 
Roll" and then search by surname.  

   Under the scheme fourteen ships 
disembarked approximately 2700 female 
emigrants at Sydney, Hobart and Launceston. 
The names of the 2700 women and the fourteen 
ships are on Liz's web site at 
http://www.rushen.com.au/ 
  

WANTED to BUY or SWAP To purchase a copy of the book use the order 
form online or write to Liz  Rushen at: CORKSCREWS & 

CAST IRON BOTTLE OPENERS PO Box 81, Fish Creek, Victoria, Australia 
Contact Wes:  mowesh@bigpond.net.au Cost $39.95 plus postage and handling 

Phone: (03) 5127 8934 

http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/news/2006/04-arrow.html
http://www.lib.monash.edu.au/news/2006/04-arrow.html
http://www.rushen.com.au/


An update of BDM sites within Australia SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Office of Consumer and Business Affairs  

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY Births, Deaths and Marriages Reg. Office 
ACT Registry of Births Deaths & Marriages Level 2, Chesser House, 91-97 Grenfell Street  

Allara House, 48-56 Allara St, Civic Sq. 
CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA  

Adelaide SA 5000 
GPO Box 1351 Adelaide SA 5001 DX 225  

PO Box 225, Civic Square, ACT 2608  �(08) 8204 9599 
�(02) 62070 460 WEB: http://www.ocba.sa.gov.au/bdm/ 
WEB: http://www.rgo.act.gov.au/bdm.shtml Applications for a birth, death or marriage 

certificate can be made online  New fees take effect annually at 1st July.  
FEE: $34 FEE: Birth, Death or Marriage Certificate 

Word doc. Online $33.00; posted? add $5 
 

 
TASMANIA 

Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages  
NEW SOUTH WALES GPO Box 198, Hobart, Tasmania, 7001 

� 1300 13 55 13 NSW Registry of Births Deaths & Marriages 
WEB: http://www.justice.tas.gov.au/bdm/35 Regent Street, Chippendale, SYDNEY, NSW 

2008  Access to birth and marriage records are available 
after 75 years. Death records are available after 25 
years. 

GPO Box 30, SYDNEY NSW 2001 
� 1300 655 236  

FEE: $32.76               WEB: http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/
Go online for a free search of Historical Indexs:   

WESTERN AUSTRALIA http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/familyHistory/search.h
tm Registry of Births, Deaths & Marriages 

Level 10, 141 St Georges Terrace, PERTH WA 
6000 

Birth records 1788 – 1905; available to 1905 
Death records 1788 – 1975; 30+ year rule 

� (08)92641555  Marriage records 1788 – 1955; 50+ year rule 
WEB: http://www.justice.wa.gov.au/portal/server.ptFEE: Standard Certificate $36.00  
Records are available for Birth, Deaths or 
Marriages at least 60 years old, 

 
 

THE NORTHERN TERRITORY FEE: When the registration number and district are 
provided $30.  Office of the Registrar-General. 
It's worth checking the index's online as an extra fee 
of $10 is charged for every 5 year period searched.  

Ground Floor, Nichols Place, Corner of Cavenagh 
& Bennett Streets, Darwin NT 0800  

Follow the links on the left of the screen to get to 
the free search area 

GPO Box 3021, Darwin NT 0801  
� (08) 8999 6119  

Home > Births, Deaths & Marriages > Family 
History > Western Australian Pioneers' Index 
(1841-1905)> Search the index 

WEB: 
http://www.nt.gov.au/justice/graphpages/bdm/index
.shtml 

Western Australian Pioneers' Index (1841-1905) >  FEE: $25.00  
  

QUEENSLAND VICTORIA 
Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages  Registry of Births Deaths and Marriages 

110 George Street, Brisbane Qld 4000 595 Collins St, Melbourne, Victoria 
 PO Box 15188, City East Qld 4002 PO Box 4332, Melbourne Vic 3001, Australia 
�1300 366 430  � 1300 369 367 
WEB: 
http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/bdm/births.htm 

WEB: 
http://online.justice.vic.gov.au/servlet/bdm_home   

FEE: Full certificate or extract is $25.00  An online index search is available but there is a 
charge. These indexes are available to search FREE 
at most Victorian libraries  

Search fees are added to the certificate fee if the 
year of the event is unknown. An extra fee of $16 
for EACH 5 year period, or part thereof searched is 
charged, so do your homework!  

FEE: $17.50 
Historical Indexes 
Births 1853 to 1924,  Deaths 1853 to 1985   
Marriages 1853 to 1942.  , Welcome New Members ☺  

Jean Gorman of Moe  
The Port Phillip Pioneers Group Inc. Newsletter 
#143 outlines proposed changers and charges to 
the Vic BDM Registry.  

Robert Dunn of Moe 
Michelle Mostert of Morwell 
Max and Anne Griffin of Moe 

http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.justice.tas.gov.au/bdm/


CARRAJUNG CEMETERY 
by David Weatherill 

In June 1885 a request was made for a reservation of land to be used as a cemetery in the 
township of Carrajung in Gippsland, within the 19 Section of land held by Mr H.G. Biggs. Mr Biggs 
had given his approval for this land to be used as a cemetery. The area for the cemetery was 12 acres, 1 
rood, 35 perches and located in the Parish of Carrajung, County of Buln Buln. The initial request was 
in a letter to Mr T.A. Duncan, Land Officer, of Sale and was signed by 10 selectors and residents; 
these included Henry Grainge Briggs, Emily G. Biggs, David Wight, James Ray, William D. Wight, 
James Matches, John Steele, William Doultree, Duncan Matches, and David Boye. The request 
forwarded to the government of the day, was approved and then submitted to the Governor in Council, 
who approved it on the 1 April, 1886.  

There had already been at least one burial prior to 1886. This was the two year old daughter of 
Henry Grainge Biggs and his wife Sarah Rebecca (nee Shipper,) she died on the 8 April 1884 and was 
buried on the 10 April, 1884.  

At a public meeting held at Carrajung on the 24 October, 1892 the Trustees of Carrajung 
Cemetery were appointed. These would appear to be the first Trustees appointed for the cemetery and 
it was noted that all were from Carrajung, they were:  
·        Henry Bosuston  
·        David Boye  
·        Henry Grainge Biggs  
·        Donald Dugall McAlpine  
·        James Ray  
·        Thomas O'Shea  
·        David Wight  

Further correspondence to the cemetery trust on the 21 June, 1913 by the Secretary of the 
Health Department of Victoria sought information pertaining to the trustees for the cemetery with the 
following information noted on the reply.  
·        Henry Grainge Biggs, English, dead.  
·        Donald Dougald Mc Alpine, Presbyterian, still acting.  
·        Jas Ray, English, still acting.  
·        David Wight, Presbyterian, still acting.  
·        Oswald Grainge Biggs, English, left the district, not acting.  
·        Geo Abe Doultree, English, left the district not active.  

On the 13 October, 1919, David Wight, Secretary of the Trust wrote to the Secretary of the 
Public Health Department stating that he was resigning as secretary and there was now only one 
Trustee left, Mr Ray. He also could not get any other people to “take it on at the present time as it is 
only a harbour for Rabbits and it is one dense mass of scrub and there is never anybody uses it as when 
any body dies they are taken to Yarram or Gormandale.” He then went on to request the name of the 
person who he should send the cemetery books to.  In 1956 a request was made to use the cemetery 
land for grazing cattle by a local farmer, but this request was rejected.  

Detailed research has identified a large amount of information on the cemetery, but to date only 
a small number of burials have been identified. These include:  
·        Allison Wight, 2 years, died 12 June, 1898, Buried: 14 June, 1898  
·        George May, 7 ½ years, died: 30 January, 1900, Buried 2 February, 1900  
·        Henry Benjamin Lucas, aged 29 years, died: 16 August, 1904, Buried: 18 August, 1904.  
·        Henry Grainge Biggs, aged 75 years, died: 18 October, 1907, Buried: 20 October, 1907.  
·        Nancy Elizabeth Willis, aged: 1 year; died: 10 March, 1928, Buried: 12 March, 1928.  

The last burial would appear to be in 1928. How many burials there were in the cemetery is not 
known. Parts of the cemetery can still be seen but the bush is slowly taking over the old site. The grave 
and parts of the headstone for the Biggs family was still there a short time ago. This cemetery is part of 
the Lone Graves of Gippsland: A photo of the Biggs grave can be found on the Australia Cemeteries 
site: http://www.ozgenonline.com/aust_cemeteries/. 

If you have any questions about the cemetery or can add any extra information, David would love to 
hear from you. Contact him by Email: djweath@bigpond.net.au or write to: David Weatherill; 86 Moreton 
Crescent, Bundoora Victoria 3083  

http://www.ozgenonline.com/aust_cemeteries/


MEMBER PROFILE; DAWN COWLEY 
 
Where and why did you get started on your family history? 
Though I’d always been interested in “family”, the trigger that got my interest was a notice in the local paper 
that a group of people were looking at forming a family history group in the Latrobe Valley.  So it was 1980, 
and the formation of this group, that I began fair dinkum research.   My paternal grandfather William Phillip 
Davies born in 1884, had told me wonderful stories of his life: days well before electricity, motor cars life as I 
knew it.  He was shaping up well to celebrate his 100th birthday early in 1984, so I thought I’d “do” the family 
history in time for this celebration.  Unfortunately my grandfather missed making his century by three months. 
Meanwhile I had very soon realised that doing the family history was going to take me a whole lot longer than 
three years.  In fact, it wasn’t until 1987 that I decided I had sufficient material to publish.  There is no doubt 
that the vast amount of family knowledge that my grandfather had passed on to me was a great springboard to 
getting me on my way.   
 
What names are you researching? 
With the exception of the Belgian line, my background all stems from either England or Scotland. The main 
names are: (Paternal line) - Davies, Thompson, London, Van Suylen; (Maternal line) – Jessup, York, 
Gladston(e), Crack, Irwin; and on my husband Grant’s line – Cowley, Newdick, Boag. 
 
How far back have you researched? 
It varies.  Mostly I have been able to get to the early to mid 1700’s, but the Smallridge’s, my 7 X g. 
grandparents, married in 1692.  To this time I don’t have their birth dates.  My main interest now is to try to 
trace all descendants of my first generations to arrive in Australia. 
 
Who were your first ancestors to arrive in Australia? 
Without exception, the first members of each line of my family arrived in the first six years of the 1850’s … 
they must have been attracted by the gold rush!  My maternal line all settled in the Beechworth area, the Van 
Suylen’s followed the gold finds, the Davies went to the Mornington Peninsula and the Thompson’s and 
London’s lived in the Geelong and Warrnambool areas. 
 
What is your most interesting find? 
That’s a hard one!  A calico bag containing letters written by my g.g.uncle from the battle fields of France to his 
misbehaving wife, the bigamous third marriage of my gt.g.grandfather Van Suylen, and the newspaper report on 
part of the court proceedings in relation to this marriage, copies of correspondence of my g.g.grandfather Davies 
relating to his acquisition of land in Bittern…. but of course the discovery of anything relevant to my research is 
interesting. 
 
If the family tree wish fairy would give you the answer to one question, what would it be? 
I’d love to be able to establish the birth date and place of a maternal g.g.grandfather Edward Thomas Sale York 
born approx. 1835 in London.  He died at Barmutha on 21st January 1919 at the age of 84.  And purely because 
I’m fascinated, why did he and his wife decide to get married in 1890 at Footscray, when, on the birth 
certificates of all of their children (born between 1861 and 1880), they state that they married in 1861 in 
Beechworth?  Presumably, as they lived in the same place all of their married lives, most would have assumed 
that they were married, so why take the plunge at all! 
 
If you are my wish fairy, and can answer these questions, or have an interest in any of these families: 
Contact Dawn:   gdcowley@optusnet.com.au

 
 

Mrs Vera Grace Jolliffe 
MANY MOURN HER DEATH 

Advertiser; Tuesday 18th July 1967; Page 3. 
A former President of the Yallourn Branch Red Cross, 
Mrs Vera Grace Jolliffe, died at Yallourn early on 
Thursday morning, after a long illness. She was the wife 
of a Yallourn pioneer, Mr Cyril Frederick Jolliffe, of 12 
Tanjil-pl., Yallourn. Mrs Jolliffe came to Yallourn more 
than 30 years ago, and as Miss Vera Drury, was an 
accountant until the time of her marriage, at the then 
Yallourn General Store. 
She had been active in Yallourn in the Country Women's 
Association, the Thespians' Dramatic Society, the 
Yallourn Bowling' Club, and the Raiweena Club. 

Her outstanding gifts as an entertainer endeared herself 
to Thespians' audiences over the years, and many fine 
characterisations will be long remembered. 
Mrs Jolliffe was never known to fail to come up with 
something new and clever in the way of entertainment 
for Bowling Associates' or Raiweena Club parties. 
She was actively interested in polities, and in the Liberal 
Party of Australia, and her help undoubtedly did much to 
assist her sister. Dame Ivy Wedgwood, in her 
distinguished Senate career.  Many Yallourn 
people attended a chapel service and funeral for Mrs 
Jolliffe at the Springvale Crematorium last Friday 
afternoon. 
Vera, born in 1902, was the daughter of Albert Drury 
and Elizabeth Evans; ED. 

mailto:gdcowley@optusnet.com.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A selection of tinware and packaging, at Gippsland Heritage Park, Moe. 
 

PRINTED TINWARE 
First experimented with in the 1860s, tinware became an important aspect of packaging from the mid 1870s 
onwards. Tobacco, talcum powder, shaving sticks, cough drops and lozenges, chocolate, tea and all kinds of 
confectionery and biscuits were sold in attractive tins. The period 1880 to 1940 represents the greatest era of 
printed tinware. Now that such objects are valued as collectors items and as decorator pieces we find a large 
range of reproductions in the shops. Australian cottages and any other less affluent habitation were almost 
certain to have one or two gloriously decorated tins on the mantelpiece. They were a good substitute for china 
and were mellowed by the smoke from the fire, so that the colours developed a warm, rustic character. It is 
interesting to note that while tooth powders were used well into this century, the more familiar paste in a metal 
tube was first produced in the 1890s. Artists' colours had been in tubes since the 1840s but Colgate is claimed to 
have been the first company to capture a wide market for toothpaste in tubes. 
The period 1880 to 1940 might be said to have been the great era for packaging. Side by side were the older 
forms, some unchanged over centuries, and then all the technical perfection came to fruition towards the end of 
last century. Labels current a century earlier contrasted with full-colour printed packaging and a whole range of 
display material. Barrels, casks, canisters, tins, wooden and cardboard boxes, paper bags, glass jars and bottles, 
stoneware containers of all sorts and collapsible metal tubes represented the peak of diversity. After the Second 
World War packaging took new directions although some of the old designs and brand names still survive. 
Source: Chandeliers and Billy Tea, by Peter Cuffley 
    
 

MONEY MATTERS 
 

Decimal Currency  
 

February 14th 1966 was the date Australians changed 
to Decimal Currency. Before this date we were 

bombarded with information about the conversion.  
 

"In come the dollars and in come the cents 
to replace the pounds and the shillings and the pence 
Be prepared for change when the coins begin to mix 

On the fourteenth of February 1966. 
Clink go the coins, clink, clink, clink 

Change over day is closer than you think 
Learn the value of the coins, 
 and the way that they appear 

And things will be much smoother  
when the decimal point is here. 

In come the dollars and in come the cents 
to replace the pounds and the shillings and the pence 

Be prepared folks when the coins begin to mix 
On the fourteenth of February 1966." 

 

Currency Sayings 
 

One and two remain the same,  
The only difference is the name, 
Three to nine, lose one its true, 

And for the rest you take off two. 
 

"Take care of the pennies and the pounds will take 
care of themselves." 

"Not worth a Ha'penny" 
"In for a penny in for a pound" 

I'll have a "bob each way" 
I'm going to "spend a penny" 
As silly as a "two bob watch" 

He's "Not the full Quid" 
He's a "Shilling short of a Quid" 

"A penny for your thoughts" 
He's "Penny wise and Pound Foolish" 

It "Doesn't matter a brass farthing" 
He's a "Two Bob Snob" 

 
£20, a Brick. £50, a Monkey. 

 



VICTORIA 1852: STATISTICAL NOTES 
ON THE GOLD FIELDS OF VICTORIA 

Part 2 
 Source: The Argus Newspaper Melbourne 

 15th November 1852 
 
THE LICENCE SYSTEM -- Every person on the gold-

fields, whether digging or not; (women and children 
excepted) must take out a licence of thirty shillings per 
month, which should be procured in the first week of the 
month, and parties should arrange to arrive about that time, 
as afterwards if unlicensed, they are liable for a 
penalty of  £5. The licence is paid willingly by every honest 
digger, but it is notorious, notwithstanding the  
vigilance of the police, prompted by a share of the fine, that 
a large proportion, do not pay.  
PRACTICAL OPPERATIONS -- When a digger has 
secured a claim, he sinks a shaft - generally in the form 
used for well making - till he gets to the pipe clay. If he 
finds any indication of gold, he works out the bottom of his 
claim by driving, that is excavating about three feet in 
hight, in all directions; the stratum usually within six inches 
of the clay being the wash stuff. The average depth at 
Bendigo to the pipe clay is about eight feet. The gullies run 
from west to east, with a northern tendency, and the gold is 
generally found in the beds of the gullies. The main gullies 
 have been all well wrought, but are still profitable to 
trench., and will be especially available to large parties, say 
of six or eight. Many of the very rich holes have not been 
thoroughly explored, principally from water flooding them. 

SUMMER OPPERATIONS -- In consequence of the 
want of water and the expense of cartage, there will be 
great difficulty in digging at Bendigo during the summer 
months. Parties determined to stop the summer, should 
accumulate their washing stuff till the commencement of 
the rainy season, washing and selling only so much as will 
pay expenses. 

AVERAGE EXPENSES AT THE GOLD FIELDS -- 
These including the sharpening of tools, clothing and 
licenses, need not exceed 35s per week, per man during the 
year 

AVERAGE EARNINGS -- at this moment it is 
considered that a man who knows how to work, and will 
work, will earn 2 oz per 

PROSPECTS OF THE BENDIGO GOLD FIELD -- 
The old gulleys will be profitable to be washed over again, 
but there is a large extent of country similar to the Bendigo 
district, yet untried, and on the whole it is highly probable 
that in the neighbourhood of the Bendigo there will be 
profitable diggings for several years to come. 

THE GOVERNMENT; ITS OPPERATIONS, -- THE 
COMMISSIONERS -- There are apparently more 
Commissioners than necessary. Mr Gilbert is the only man 
to whom the diggers look and apply with confidence, and 
who has given entire satisfaction; and if others did their 
duty, fewer would be required. In fact, scarcely another 
officer of Government is known to act. The diggers 
generally do not know what duties the other Commissioners 
at Bendigo preform, or that they do any duty at all. Their 
familiar designation is the "peacocks" and they say it would 
be very delightful to behold such creatures, were it not for 
the expense of man and horse. 

PUBLIC WORKS -- These are apparently a complete 
system of jobbery. In the first place, roads are laid out for 
no conceivable purpose, and bridges are made at a frightful 

expense, which are not required. The bridge across the 
Bendigo Creek fell, it is believed, from its own weight. The 
Government have been paying at the rate of 8/- and 11/- per 
day, for bullock drays to do not mare than 2/- worth of 
work, and they have paid at Forrest Creek 10/- per 100 feet 
for sawn timber, the usual price in ordinary times being 10/- 
per 100. (unclear). The roads made at great expense and 
about Bendigo district are now totally useless , and have 
never been necessary. What the diggers require is a good 
road between the mines and Melbourne. This has been 
greatly neglected. Had the money expended at Bendigo 
been laid out on the main line, it would have been 
advantageous to all parties, but as expected it has been 
completely thrown away. 
POLICE AND COURTS -- For the protection of property 
and repression of crime the system of police and 
prosecution is entirely inefficient, or nearly so; and the 
want of a Court for trying and punishing offenders nearer 
than Melbourne, is also an enormous evil. For example, if a 
horse is stolen little or no notice is taken, and if the thief is 
caught, the owners must decline to prosecute, as the 
expense of going to Melbourne for the trial would absorb 
more than the value of the animal. The first step to the 
repression of crime must be the establishment of a Court for 
the trial of every species of offence. The police force is of a 
very inferior character. In the opinion of the diggers many 
of the constables are more inclined to violate the law 
themselves, than to apprehend offenders; and it is believed 
that few of them can withstand a bribe. Great dissatisfaction 
prevails on account of the lawless  
state in which the road from the diggings is allowed to 
remain. Scarcely a week passes in which diggers returning 
are not robbed of their earnings with perfect impunity by 
bushrangers, and up to the present date there is no 
improvement. 

THE BENDIGO POST OFFICE --  Through the 
exertions of Mr Gilbert many improvements have been 
effected in this department (the management of which was 
previously scandalous); but it is still capable of 
improvement. A registered letter posted on 2nd Nov. has 
not arrived in Melbourne on the 11th, causing a loss of 10/- 
to the owner. The complaints of missing letters on the 
Diggings are innumerable. 

THE EXPORT TAX -- The opposition of the diggers 
to this tax is universal. They say that they cheerfully pay 
the licence for digging; that if it was properly collected it 
would be sufficient for every purpose; and they consider it 
manifestly unjust that in consequence of its own neglect in 
the collection of that tax Government should require them 
to pay another. Besides a general disgust is felt at the way 
in which the money is squandered. It is considered finally, 
that if Government were to appoint efficient men to 
establish a mint, and through open the Crown lands for 
purchase, as in the neighbouring colonies, all difficulties 
would be removed; but in present circumstances any 
additional restriction or taxation will be sternly resisted. 

 
The Argus Newspaper, was published in Melbourne 
from 1846-1957. An index to the Argus, covering 1870-
1879 is available online at http://www.nla.gov.au/argus/
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Publications for Sale by Mid Gippsland Family History Society Inc. 
ALL checks to be made payable to “Mid Gippsland F.H.S. Inc.” 

Books (postage cost on application)  
Boolarra Cemetery Register 1887 - 1998, 
plus Transcriptions 1887 - 2004  
Childers Cemetery Register and Transcriptions 

 
2005 

1879-1994 
$16.50 

$5.50
Gippsland Crematorium Register 1985-1995 $16.50
Gippsland Crematorium Transcriptions 1985-1995 $16.50
Hazelwood Cemetery Transcriptions      2 Volumes 1879-1995 $40.00
Moe Cemetery Register 1891-1996 $22.00
Moe Cemetery Transcriptions                 2 Volumes 1881-1997 $40.00
Narracan Cemetery Transcriptions 
Toongabbie Cemetery Register 

                 2002 
1872-1995 

$7.50 
$16.50

Toongabbie Cemetery Transcriptions 1873-1994  $16.50
Trafalgar Cemetery Register 1887-1995 $16.50
Trafalgar Cemetery Transcriptions 1886-1994 $22.00
Traralgon Cemetery Transcriptions        2 Volumes 1872-1994 $60.00
Walhalla Cemetery Transcriptions Updated 2005 1869-2004 $16.50
Willow Grove Cemetery Register & Transcriptions 
Yallourn Cemetery Transcriptions 
 
 
 
 
 

1898-1993 
         1930-2000 

$16.50     $50.00 
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Microfiche (postage included)  
Childers Cemetery Register & Transcriptions 1879-1994 $  5.00
Gippsland Crematorium Register 1985-1995 $  9.00
Gippsland Crematorium Transcriptions 1985-1995 $  9.00
Hazelwood Cemetery Transcriptions 1879-1995 $16.50
Moe Cemetery Register 1891-1996 $11.00
Moe Cemetery Transcriptions 1881-1997 $16.50
Toongabbie Cemetery Register 1872-1995 $  9.00
Toongabbie Cemetery Transcriptions 1873-1994 $  8.00
Trafalgar Cemetery Register 1887-1995 $  9.00
Trafalgar Cemetery Transcriptions 1886-1994 $  8.00
Traralgon Cemetery Transcriptions 1872-1994 $27.50
Walhalla Cemetery Transcriptions 1869-1995 $11.00
Willow Grove Cemetery Register & Transcriptions 1898-1993 $ 5.50
Erica Cemetery Index On-Line http://home.vicnet.net.au/~mgfhs
Transcription inquiries to the "Secretary", a fee applies. 

Address ALL enquiries re the above publications to 
Mid Gippsland Family History Society Inc.  

PO Box 767 Morwell Victoria 3840 
“Articles for this newsletter are accepted in good faith and while every effort is made to ensure accuracy, the editor and committee of 

Mid Gippsland Family History Society Inc., take no responsibility for submitted items.” 

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~mgfhs
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