

http:emphas.is
http:libbT8C~ze.ail.co






http:A$820.00
http:A$240.00
http:A$580.00






http:f2-----tA.yr

THE INTERNET AND YOU

[ like to try to stay one jump ahead of my seven year old grandson who never ceases to amaze
me with his computer literacy. I figured 1t was time to teach myself a little about the “net” before
he starts asking questions that I am unable to answer.

With about 20 hours of experience I am still a novice at “surfing the net” but let me share with
you some of my experiences.

Surfing is a lot of fun and quite educational. Any hour of the day you can connect to anywhere in
the world. You can also join “chat groups” on some clan sites and might find yourself
communicating by keyboard with half a dozen people from six different countries who all join in
the conference. You can leave messages on genealogy bulletin boards and with a bit of luck you
may find you have inherited a fortune that has gone unclaimed, or perhaps discover a missing
branch of your family tree, or a kings or two that you did not know were related to vou. You
certainly will improve yvour knowledge of family and clan history.

To go on to the Internet vou will need a computer with a high speed modem, you need some
software called a browser and a nearby Internet Service Provider (ISP) which you will connect to
with a local telephone call, then away vou go! The world 1s yours.

Your computer really needs to be a model 486 computer or better, with about 800 meg of hard
disk space plus a high speed modem (like a 33.6 baud which costs about $120 to $150) and a
telephone line. You now have the necessary hardware.

If vou have Windows 95 you can use the program called Internet Explorer that comes with it as
your browser. Shop around for an ISP — I found one that gives me 50 hours per month for $A19
and a dollar an hour after that. No other strings are attached. Some [SP’s are cheaper, some cost
a lot more. The service is much the same wherever you go so take your pick. Many ISP’s will
give you a trial period of about 10 hours free so vou can see what you get.

Clan and Scottish history is covered at many sites on the Internet. It can be fun to do a search on
either of these subjects and you may be surprised at the sites you will visit and the information
you will gather. To do a search vou use a “search engine™ provided by your ISP. Usually there a
number of search engines to choose from, most of these have funny names but usually vou will
find YAHOO which is the only one I have used as it does all | want to do. Simply type in
anything of interest like SCOTTISH HISTORY and you will probably get dozens ot addresses to
go to where you can explore what they have availabie. To go to a site just point the mouse and
press the button and in a flash you are there.

There are a number of sites in the USA that specialise on Clan Macmillan and give information
on clan activities world-wide. The writer proposes to offer to our Editor a few examples of the
sort of information available in the hope future issues of the Society’s Newsletter will help bring
those of our members who want to get up to speed on surfing the net.

Unfortunately it is not possible to reproduce in a Newsletter like ours some of the glorious
colours and graphics that one sees when visiting sites. Some of our clan sites have our clan
tartans as a background colour and our badge and similar emblems are displayed to enhance the
presentation.

The following is a typical page taken from the net and the unknown author is acknowledged.

GENERAL ORIGIN OF SCOTTISH SURNAMES
During the Middle Ages, the infant mortality rate in Scotland was high. For this reason, many Scottish families
would use the same name over and over so that one family might have several children of the same name if
more than one child survived. They also changed their surnames if the changed residence. Even though the
18th century, many Scottish women retained their own names when they married. This may be a carry over of
an even older custom of the man taking the wife's name at the time of marriage. i

There are two groups of Scottish surnames: Highland and Lowland. The highland surnames developed slowly,
and it was not until the 18th century that a man ceased to be designated by his father's name.
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The Clan system was largely responsible for preserving the old ways of the Highianders. A man would join a
clan for protection and, to show his allegiance, he would then adopt a clan surname - usually Mac followed by
chief's name.

As chieftainship was hereditary, the names were mainly patronymic. In the Lowlands. the use of surmnames
developed much the same as English surnames, although at a somewhat slower pace. Many Lowland surnames
are indistinguishable from English ones.

Some cxamples of surnames of Scottish origin include the following: Mawhiney (son of Suibhne; well going).
Peebles (a dweller in a tent, or assembly hall; one who came from Pebbleshire), Scrimgeour (one who taught
fencing, a fencing master), and Rutherford (one who came from a river passage used by cattle.

If you want to find some sites that specialise on Clan Macmillan there is a page prepared by
Glengarry and Ottawa Valley Branch of the Clan MacMillan Society — point your browser to:-
http://home.iSTAR .ca/~macmac/

With these addresses you have to get the syntax right and use the same upper and lower case as
shown. It’s a bit of a pain the first time you type them but you can add them to vour list of
“favourite sites” and you never have to do that again.

Here is another page | found on the Internet.
SCOTTISH BMD RECORDS

You will soon be able to trace your ancestors from the comfort of your homes through the [nternet, Staff at
New Register House, Edinburgh, where the details. of births, marriages and deaths of evervone in Scotiand are
kept, say that they are constantly besieged by tourists wishing to trace the Scottish side of their familv trees

They say that because there is a limited number of public access seats to the records, many Scots are not able
to carry out their searches because of the number of tourists using the files. They say that many of the tourists
who come to Scotland are torn between visiting the sights and sitting in stuffy Register House.

Now computer experts have been hired to make details of all births, deaths and marriages in Scotland.
accessible via the Internet. Once the Internet web site is launched it hopes that people living anvwhere in the
world will access the pages.

Peopie will be" CHARGED" for the subsequent search and it 15 hoped that the scheme will prove 1o be very
profitable. Initially only details of birth, marriage and death certificates from the vear 1855 1o 1896 would be
available on the Internet, however, plans were under way to have all parishes registers between ) 353 and 1854
added, along with census details from 1891 and 1881

They have decided that at this stage not to put any details of birth, death and marriages that have occurred in
the past 100 years, on the Internet as they appreciate some people may not want their detzils sent across the
world. The web site is expected to be up and running by September.

This notice can be found at the address http://www.users.zetnet.co.uk/rdixon/genescot htm

1 hope the foregoing will enable you to make a start. ] found it took me a few hours to develop a
few skills on using my browser and then find my way around the Internet. Once you get over this
initial learning period the fun really starts. You are no longer wrestling with the browser
commands and instead you are learning more about the world. The information available is so
vast the only real problem is how to optimise the time you spend.

If this article is of interest what about writing to our Editor and sharing your thoughts and
experiences with other members so we learn from each other? At least let us know what sites
you have visited and the ones you like. Also what about writing in and giving vour email address
so we can more easily and more frequently contact each other?

Maybe there is enough interest amongst our members for us to seek a wee corner of our
Newsletter on a regular basis. This could be the trigger for our Australian Clan Macmillan
Society getting its own web site. ] suspect that when that happens we shall see some significant
growth in our membership and greater interest from younger people.

You can contact me at lremh@matra.com.au if you wish, but do send a copy of your message
to June so she can decide whether it is fit to publish. Happy surfing. Over and out !
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