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Message from the President

We are continuing to reflect on the Gathering of the Clan MacMillan Society of
Australia on the 2 November 1997 as a memorable event for all those who attended.
Welcoming the Chief of the Clan, George MacMillan of MacMillan and Knap and his
wife Jane to Melbourne and to our Gathering was a great honour for us all. Having
some members in kilts and members of other Clans in kilts certainly added
atmosphere, as did the bag-pipes and the Scottish Country dancers. June Senior's
honour - being awarded the Companion of the Community of the Tonsured Servant,
honoris causa for distinguished service to the Clan MacMillan Society of Australia -
was a most moving moment and an appropriate tribute to someone who has
contributed so much to the Clan Society over the years. June undertakes many
routine and tedious tasks, behind the scenes. She always downplays her
contribution, but there is no doubt that without her active role, the Clan MacMillan
Sociaty of Australia would struggle to continue. June adds a personal note in her
managing of the subscriptions and in all her communications with members. Her
tireless work on the Newsletter is much appreciated and many members have said
that they belong so that they can receive the Newsletter.

The Clan MacMillan Centre is a major advantage for our Clan and should be
recognised by members as an advantage and link when they are seeking to
undertake genealogy research. The role of the Centre is varied and can be quite
extensive, providing a paid service if you would prefer to have an expert undertake
the research on your behalf. As you would imagine, the Clan Centre is seeking
donations and support from members who can take out a subscription to the Clan
Centre. Further information can be provided through any of our Committee
members.

Membership of our Clan Society is an issue considered often by our Committee. To
enable the Society to continue and undertake the responsibilities on behalf of the
membership, we need to develop a core of members who are prepared to undertake
some of the volunteer roles. Obviously Committee membership is an important role,
but not really an arduous role in itself. Our Committee members keep in touch
throughout the year, with phone, fax and email messages. We keep our meetings to
a minimum and we seek to support each other as much as we can. June plays a
pivotal role with the production of the Newsletter and | know that she would welcome
any articles and other contributions for the Newsletter from members. We are a low
key volunteer organisation with most members seeming to be motivated to belong to
receive their Newsletter and to retain a connection to the Clan, receive news of the
Chief of the Clan and the Clan Centre. Many of our Clan members who visit
Scotland take time to visit Fin laystone and have a wonderful time there.
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