


Message from the President

We hope that all members, families and friends who came to the Gathering of the
Clan MacMillan Society of Australia on the 2 November 1997 enjoyed themselves. It
was a very special occasion to welcome the Chief of the Clan, George MacMillan of
MacMillan and Knap and his wife, Jane.

The Gathering was held at the United Kingdom Settlers’ Association in South Yarra,
Victoria. The program enabled plenty of time for people to meet and talk to George
and Jane and to everyone who had come to the Gathering. There were
approximately 100 people present, with apologies from members who were unable
to attend. Donald Macmillan, Foundation President of the Clan MacMillan Society of
Australia was present, as was Russell Harrison from Sydney who is the current
Australian and New Zealand representative on the Clan Centre Committee. There
were a number of people from country Victoria, and the McMillan family from South
Australia, who are regulars at our AGM each year, made a special trip across.

When George and Jane arrived, they were piped in by Len Tresize and
accompanied by the Chief of the Council of Clans. The Clan Society made a formal
presentation on behalf of the members. George suggested that each family group
should introduce themselves so that others could hear who was there and so make
connections with each other. This resulted in some people making connections with
others from within their family tree whom they had not met before.

June Senior, who is the Society's current Treasurer and Editor, and is also a former
President of the Clan MacMillan Society of Australia was presented with an award by
the Chief of the Clan. June was made a Companion of the Community of the
Tonsured Servant, honoris causa for distinguished service to the Clan MacMillan
Society of Australia. The presenting of this award was a great honor for June, her
husband Max and her three daughters and their families who were all present. We
were all proud of June and again pass on our congratulations to her and our
appreciation for the work that she has undertaken over the years, and is continuing
to undertake, on behalf of us all in the Society.

The Committee, through one of the members, Myrna Robinson, organised some
displays of Scottish Country Dancing by St Andrews Mordialloc, Scottish Country
Dance Group and also some Highland dancing by Tracy Watson and Michelle
Stokes. George and Jane enjoyed this segment and the dancing added an
additional atmosphere of celebration to this very special occasion.

We were pleased to welcome many other Clan Societies:

» Robert Johnstone and his wife Marion, Chief of the Council of Clans,
Commissioner of the Clan Johnstone

Joe Mortan, President of Clan Douglas

Max MacAlister, President of the Clan MacAlister

Olive McLennan, Secretary of the Clan MacLennan

John MacRae, President of the Clan MacRae

Don Moore, Commissioner of Victoria of the MacKenzie Clan

Olive Moore, Secretary of the MacKenzie Clan

Robert Mair and John Cornall Reilly, President and Secretary of the Clan Mar)
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Russell Harrison has kindly sent me the following informgtion for membc.lers in_terested
in compiling their Family History. We are very appreciative of Russell's help.

CLAN MACMILLIAN
From Russell Hammison Phone : 0011-61-2-9804-8275 Fax ; 0011-61-2-9804-8276
E-Mail Iretnh@matra.com.au Mobile 04 14-754087
Date 09-11-1997
Address PO Box 50, West Ryde or 44 Glenayr Ave, West Ryde, NSW, 2114, Australia
Dear Clan Member,

PROJECT MAOL

INTRODUCTION ook

At the recent Clan Gathering in Melbourne 1 spoke about Project MAOL (Macmiillan Ancestry On Line) and a
number of people were interested in submitting their Family History to the Clan Macmiilan Centre. The
following may be helpful. For simplicity 1 am making this a circular letter rather than write individually, I trust

you will not mind me doing so. Any opinions are mine and are not necessarily those of the Clan Centre’s
Trustees.

PROJECT MAOL

Project MAOL was a proposal which started a few years ago with the aim of getting all Macmillan ancestors on
to the Clan’s computer. Graeme McKenzie is piloting the work. At this time it probably is fair to say that most
of the work to date has been preliminary work and the entry of data on clan people has only really just been
started. The project “started™ about five years ago, but it was only about April 1997 that the Clan Centre was
able to afford a modemn computer with the capability to tackle the task. The money to do this has come from
Clan Member’s contributions over recent years. The project will never be finished because family history is such
a dynamic thing. Over time, the data collected will be invaluable in helping Clan Members compile their own
family trees, and although there may need to be some monetary charge to provide this information any monies
received will go towards extending the information being gathered. There is already a large number of family
tree submissions by Clan Members in the Clan Centre’s Library. These have accumulated over many years and
will be wransferred on to the computer as time allows. All work is being done on an honorary basis and
eventually more helpers will be needed to assist with compuier data entry. By making use of the Intemet it wil
be possible for helpers from all around the world to progress this project much faster than Graeme is able to do
in his very limited spare time. Readers should appreciate that Graeme also does many other things on an
honorary basis for the Clan Centre,

GENEALOGY SOFTWARE

There has also been problems in deciding what software to use. Ideally, what i3 required is a readily available
program for clan members internationally. Also, ideally, it should be a low cost, user friendly computer program
that clan members can use on a modest computer to enter data on the known history of their family tree, and be
able to print it out on whatever type of printer they might have. One feature of the program is to be able to
merge data from files created by other close family members who wish to share their information, and it is also
necessary to be able to split data when sending data to other family members since normally they will only be
interested in family history that relates to their direct family line. A further desirable feature is to have a
sophisticated index and sorting system so that a given individual can be easily found, particularly where the data

on the selected person in incomplete. The ideal program ought to be able to read files created by other computer
genealogy programs.

This ideal program also needs to have the capability to handle the Clan Centre’s needs which are somewhat
more complex. The Centre’s files will (eventually) be very large as they will be the sum of all the member’s
files. Additionally, the Clan Centre must be able to distinguish between people who bear the same name and
who, perhaps, were bom in the same place at approximately the same time. Macmullan families often replicated
first names not only in the next generation (child named afier a father) but often repeated a first name with the
next child who was bomn after a child had died. It is essential the Clan Centre program can read data produced by
popular programs other than the program selected for it’s own use.

There are a number of other software problems to be overcome for software to meet the needs of the Clan
Centre. The position is that a genealogy computer program has been selected from the many available, and it is
believed it is the best compromise between the likely needs of Members and the Clan Centre. The program that
has been selected is known as FAMILY TREE MAKER (FTM). This program lacks some desirable features for
the Clan Centre’s needs but it is haped to eventually obtain some utility programs that will do the things the
program cannot do at present. It is expected that nearly all clan members will find it satisfies their needs.
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