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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT Cont'd

The Chief of the Clan and his wife have recently attended a Gathering of the Clan in Ottawa,
Canada. We sent the President of the Clan our best wishes and have received back a
message wishing us well for November and also letting us know that from January 1998, the
new President of the North American Society will be Lamar McMillin from Mississippi, USA.

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on Sunday, 2 Nov.1997.

Elizabeth McMillan

Calling the clan McMillan

In July I contacted all members to let you know our Clan Chief George and his
wife Jane would be in Melbourne and that a Gathering was being arranged on
SUNDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 1997.

A venue has been arranged - as mentioned in President Libby's letter on Page 1.
at the UNITED KINGDOM SETTLERS ASSOCATION'S RESIDENCE AT 146 TOORAK ROAD WEST,
SQUTH YARRA -(opposite Fawkner Park) MELWAY MAP REFERENCE 2L -E5- from

12 midday to 4.30 p.m.

You will need to bring your own food but tea and coffee will be available.

As the United Kingom Settlers Association have a bar on the premises there is
to be no alcohol brought to the function. However there will be an attendant
at the bar and drinks will be available at bar prices.

We do hope you will all be free on that day and be able to come along and
welcome our Clan Chief George and his wife Jane.

If you have any queries at all please do not hesitate to ring myself, President
Libby or Secretary Myrna — all contact phone numbers are on Page 1 of this
Newsletter. June Senior, Editor.

GET WELL SOON

It is that time of the year when colds and 'flu' and viruses are prevalent. I
know of several members who have been ill and we send our very best wishes for

your speedy recovery.
NEW MEMBERS

A big welcome to Mrs Chrissy Johnston of Croydon, Victoria; Allan McMillan
of Wagga Wagga N.S.W.: and John and Lorraine Humphreys of Burwcod East Victoria;
We trust you will all enjoy our kinship and newsletters.

Thank you to the Clans who send us their Newsletters. These are read with great
interest and we are able to copy - with their permission - items of great interest.
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CORRESPONDENCE
Thank you for your letters. They are very much appreciated and I will answer any
queries you have personally when I mail your Newsletter.
My thanks to Kay Morris of Sydney who has sent me MACMILLAN lists she has compiled
from the Assisted Immigration Listings at the Public Record Office. Kay has these

in 3 categories - By ship, by first name and by County, and cover the years
1852-1870. I will publish the list in a newsletter soon.

FAMILY HISTORY

New member Allan McMillan has sent me the following: =

Tam seeking information on the famlly of James McMillan, who arrived at Port
Phillip Bay on the "Ellen Castle" in 1854 and settled at Little River. He was from
Corpach parish, Kilmallie, Argyllshire, Scotland.

In 1857 he married Jessie McLennan in Geelong. Jessie's father was Ewen, who had
arrived a few years earlier from the Kyle of Lochalsh, Scotland. James and Ewen
both worked for the Chirnside's (Robert I think) at Little River.

James parents in Scotland were Alexander and Ann(nee McLean).

James had a brother Duncan who came to Australia on the Marco Polo in September
1852 with his wife Christine (nee Stewart) and their children.

Duncan's death is recorded at Lal Lal, Victoria.

Also on the Marco Polo was Euan McMillan and his wife. I do not know whether Euan
and Duncan were related.

In June I received a letter from Desley Lee of Dumbleyung, Western Australia.
Desley wrote- "Your name and address was passed on to me by a woman I wrote to
from the G.R.D. concerning the name McMillan. Iam trying to locate my father's
aunt who married a McMillan so was wondering if you could help me:
The information I have: Eleanor BENFIELD, born about 1899 in Victoria
married James MCMILLAN,born about 1883 in Cullen,Victoria.
at Castlemaine, Victoria on 19th.January 1921.
Eleanor's parents: William BENFIELD and Annie SUTTON
James's parents: James McMILLAN and Sarah MARTIN
James's (jnr) died: 8th August, 1851 Melbourne, Victoria.
T have been researching the BENFIELD name for many years now and without any living
family help, this Eleanor, my grandfather's sister, has been very elusive.
Any help would be appreciated.

The MacMillan Clan Society Australia now has a subscription with "The Scots Link"
and we receive their magazine quarterly. In the latest edition, August 1997,

Page 34 is devoted to the History of the MacMillan Clan, Septs of the Clan, and
news of our gathering on 2nd November 1997. We thank The Scots Link for printing
the History of our Clan. I have already received a letter from a lady in
Yarrawonga who had read the article in The Scots Link.

GATHERING IN NEW ZEALAND
Margaret Pool, founder of the Clan MacMillan Society in New Zealand is busy
preparing for our Clan Chief's first visit to New Zealand in October. We wish
Margaret and her members every success for this special occasion.

CLAN MACMILILAN CENTRE
I recently received my copy of the Clan MacMillan Centre Newsletter No.8,May '97
compiled by Graeme Mackenzie which was full of interest.

COMING EVENTS
Kilmore Celtic Festival 25th and 26th October '97.Information phone 03 57811711.
Beechworth and North East Celtie Festiwval 15th and 16th November 1997. :
St.Andrews Day Remembrance Service at the Shrine of Remembrance
Sunday November 23rd at 1.45 p.m.
Daylesford Gathering 6th December 1997.
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ANGUS MCMILLAN -PATHFINDER BY K.COX

In the last episode (July 1996) we read how McMillan looked after
his sheep-and shearing time in the 1840's.

In many ways McMillan would have preferred to concentrate on cattle,
to which his country was eminently suited, but sheep and wool were
the traditional means of squatters deriving a living, and were not
affected by wide market fluctuations as were cattle.

McMillans stock yards were securely built to withstand the onslaughts
of the wildest steer. From his father he had learned that it paid to
be thorough in all that was erected, whether it be sheds or yards,
and McMillan saw to it that the timber was well chosen, the posts
sunk to a proper depth and the structure built true and straight.

Ropes and tackle for branding were always kept in good order, and
the A.M. brand was a familiar sight along the Port Albert track.

He was punctilious-unlike some squatters-in refusing to brand cattle
which were not his own. He knew that some herds increased at an alarm-
ing rate by the acquisition of clean skins and by altering brands,
and he instructed his men that this practice would not be tolerated
at Bushy Park.

No runs were fenced; boundaries were often uncertain and, apart
from the cost involved, squatters considered that until they had some
security of tenure over their runs, it was folly to erect improve-
ments which might benefit a later holder. Stock relied on rivers or
natural holes for water, and thus tended to wander over a wide area.
McMillan knew that Commissioner Tyers could refuse to renew a licence,
and he was most diligent to meet all his commitments as they fell due.

The periodical musters were operations over which McMillan watched
anxiously. He was careful to invite neighbouring stockmen, who
regarded the routine as a welcome diversion in which they could show
of f their riding skill. Whips cracked and the dust swirled as riders
urged their mounts in all directions,keeping the herd moving as they
yelled directions to the dogs. The cattle, reluctant to be disturbed
from the quiet 1ife on the range, frothed and bellowed. The whole
sceneassumed an air of wild pandemonium, in which an observer could
detect little organisation in the confusion, noise and dust.

Bang-tail musters involving the whole of Bushy Park were held only
every year or so, when all cattle were yarded and the tails cut sguare.
General musters of most of the surrounding runs were exciting affairs,
giving squatters and their men an opportunity of exchanging gossip
and sorting out the rightful ownership of beasts. At night the men
gathered round a large camp fire, boiled the billy and swapped yarns.
Usually at ten, they unrolled their blankets, slept with a saddle as
a pillow until daybreak, when the Aborigines brought the hobbled
horses to the camp and the men rode out at dawn in the direction
determined on the previous evening.

It was a life they revelled in and McMillan enjoved the gathering
of squatters and their employees and the opportunity to find out
what was happening in the Colony.
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