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welcome

Pick up a newspaper and globalisation is used to describe trends in
everything from the economy to industry, education, work and travel.
While we may not completely understand the concept, we are familiar
with some of its effects – we now communicate electronically, trade
on a global scale, move from country to country with speed and ease
and adopt new cultures, languages and lifestyles. There is no doubt
that, in many respects, globalisation has improved and enhanced our
lives. But the powerful forces that shape the communities we live in
also have a profound effect on others. As Christ ians we need to
examine our position in the world around us.

In this edition of ishah we explore what it means to be a consumer
in a global context and consider how our possessions, wealth and
attitude towards money impacts ourselves as well as others. We live in
a culture that encourages us to define ourselves by the clothes we
wear and the car we drive. How as Christians do we reconcile being
good stewards of all God has given us with the cultural drive to acquire
and possess? How do we reconcile the cost of our consumption on
others in the world with a biblical mandate to pursue justice and
mercy? Our three writers have spent much time considering these
issues and they share their  thoughts as wel l  as some pract ical
strategies they have devised. You may not agree with their conclu-
sions – how we remain in the world but not of it is a perennial question.
But we encourage you to use the articles as a place to start your own
reflection.
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Woman (Hebrew ishah). Woman, with man, was made in the image of God. ‘Male and female he created them’ (Genesis 1:27).

ishah

1.To va lue the Bib le  as God’s
i n s p i r e d  Wo r d  t o  u s  a n d  t h e
ultimate authority on matters of
faith and practice, through thinking
hard about how the Bible applies
to our everyday lives.

2.To encourage women to grow
i n  g o d l i n e s s  a n d  m a t u r i t y  i n
Christ.

3.To equip Christ ian women to
be creative, confident and effective
in  communica t ing  the  gospe l .

4.To give women in a variety of
roles and situations the forum to
think about contemporary issues
f r o m  a  f r a m e w o r k  o f  B i b l i c a l
theology and to art iculate their
thinking in a manner that stimu-
lates themselves and others to
live lives that are more faithful to
God’s Word.

welcome...

You are invited to the first ishah
writers’ workshop.

Saturday 11th May 2002

We want  to  encourage you to
develop your ideas and writ ing
skills and to think through issues
from a Christ ian point  of  v iew.
The day will include workshops
and lunch. For details, email or
write to ishah.

ouraims

[ F O R T H C O M I N G
I S S U E S ]

...EVERYDAY
CONVERSATIONS

...THE 'GOOD GIRL'

GET INVOLVED...
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overstuffed: the curse of affluenza

And you know that we are living in a
material world, and I am a material
girl   (Madonna) 

There can be no doubt that  we in
the West are outrageous consumers.
Despite representing only 20 per cent
of the world’s population, we somehow
manage to consume 80 per cent of its
resources.  But  i t ’s  more than just  a
desire for "stuff" – the cars we drive
and the clothes we wear are seen to
def ine  us .  We ach ieve our  ident i ty
through the goods and serv ices we
consume. There is no escape from the
pressures of consumerism – it is part
of  the fabr ic of  our society.  And the
burden fa l ls  most  heav i ly  on urban
women. There are more products, more
s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  m o r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
ava i lab le  to  women today than our
mothers and grandmothers could have
ever dreamed. We consider 24 hour
access  to  shopp ing  ma l l s ,  c inema
complexes, mobi le phones, banking

to US$518 today. More than four billion
people have no access to tap water -
1.3 b i l l ion have no access to c lean
water at all. Each Australian uses 100
t imes more energy than a person in
Bangladesh. For the first time in history,
the number of  overweight  people in
the world now equals the number of
underweight people. But if all the Third
World increased their consumption to
Western standards,  we would need
four more worlds just to hold the
rubbish. Affluenza is therefore more
than an affliction for Westerners to
overcome – it is a l i fe or death prob-
lem for the poor.

I  used to think, when I  was a chi ld,
that Christ might have been
exaggerating when he warned about the
dangers of wealth. Today I know bet-
ter. I know how very hard it is to be
rich and still keep  the  m i l k  o f
human  k indness . Money has a dan-
gerous way of freezing people ’s
hands,  eyes,  l ips  and hearts
(Dom Helder Camara)

BY DOMINIQUE EMERY
and credit cards to be basic necessities.
The pressure is on to be consumers
rather than believers. 

Our addiction to consumerism has
been labeled affluenza – the designer
disease of the Western World. And, like
most addicts, we are loathe to admit we
have a prob lem.  But  a ff luenza is  a
d isease,  because i t  feeds  a  g loba l
system of inequality, drives a wedge
between r ich and poor and corrupts
our faith.

The earth has enough for every man’s
need, but not every man’s greed 
(Mahatma Ghandi)

From 1994 to 1998 the world’s 200
richest people more than doubled their
net  wor th .  Dur ing the same per iod,
however,  per  capi ta incomes fe l l  in
almost half the countries of the world.
Around the world today more than four
billion people live on less than US$2 a
day. Many of these people are in sub-
S a h a r a n  A f r i c a ,  w h e r e  p e r  c a p i t a
income has fallen from US$661 in 1980

overstuffed:
the curse of
a f f l u e n z a

Part of the problem with changing the way we live is knowing where to start. Cutting out extra luxuries
is an obvious first step – but what next? For essential products and services, try switching to local
producers, higher quality products, or making your own products. Encourage others to do the same –
it’s not only advertising that entices us into consumerism; our friends, family and work places can
place enormous pressure on us to pursue the Western lifestyle dream. 

And next time you’re in the market for something, try using the following questions to guide your
shopping. Just the questions themselves are a challenge. Following them can be revolutionary…

> Do I need it?
> How many do I already have?
> How much will I use it?
> How long will it last?
> Could I borrow it from a friend or family member?
> Can I do without it? 
> Am I able (and willing) to clean, lubricate and/or maintain it myself?
> Will I be able to repair it?
> Have I researched it to get the best quality for the best price?
> How will I dispose of it when I've finished using it?
> Are the resources that went into it renewable or non-renewable?
> Is it made of recycled materials, and is it recyclable?
> Is there anything that I already own that I could substitute for it?le
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l o v e  o f  m e r c y  a n d  j u s t i c e  i n  t h i s
world.  

T h a t  w h i c h  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h e
Christian way from the common way
is the voluntary. Christ was not
someone who coveted earthly
things but had to be satisfied with
poverty – no, he chose poverty.
(S. Kierkegaard)

In the West, our greatest luxury is
our ability to chose a lifestyle. As Christ,
his disciples, his fr iends and his fol-
l o w e r s  c h o s e  p o v e r t y,  s o  w e  c a n
choose s i m p l e  l i f e s t y l e s  t h a t avoid
the exploitation of the poor, and learn
to rely more on each other. At the end
of the day, I  bel ieve, i t ’s a personal
c h o i c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o n s u m e r i s t
l i festyle, and the Jesus l i festyle. I t ’s
not possible to have both.

Dominique Emery is a twenty-some-
th ing Chr is t ian wi th two degrees,  a
mortgage and a passion for literature
over non-fiction, who knows more about
art and cars than she can explain. She
works for Tear Australia, and says that
while she would have liked to write an
article saying it’s okay to lead a com-
fortable, aesthetic lifestyle, she found
it biblically impossible to do so.
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overstuffed: the curse of affluenza

The Lorax by Dr Seuss is one of the most entertaining and
educational approaches to issues of consumerism and
environmental destruction. Read it with the kids – and be
challenged yourself!

For an antidote to advertising visit the AdBusters site at
www.adbusters.org. It’s a fun and somewhat alarming play on
the marketing approaches of big brands – attempting to show
them for what they really are.

To attempt to minimalise your use of money, join a Local
Exchange Trading System (LETS).  I t ’s  a local  community
approach to trading products and services via a points system
(rather than legal tender). CERES in Brunswick runs one, and
can be contacted through LETS@ceres.org.au

Try living like your grandmother used to – cook most of your
meals from raw materials, walk to the shops, make your own
clothes, and turn off the TV.

There are obviously sound
environmental reasons for changing
the way we live. Some would also
argue that there are moral and ethi-
cal reasons for doing so – questions
of justice, for example. But I  would
argue that, as Christians, there are
also biblical reasons for reassessing
our priorities and our addiction to con-
sumption. Lifestyle and faith are intrin-
sically connected – our choices have
spir i tual  impl icat ions. Affluenza has
its price. It causes its sufferers to
enter into and perpetuate an econom-
ic, social and environmental system
that is fundamentally unjust. On a
global level it encourages us to
ignore the biblical admonition to pursue
justice. On a personal level it encour-
ages us in the love of money and takes
us even further from Jesus’ lifestyle of
simplicity and dependence. 

From the perspective of consumerism,
money is a tool for the enhancement
of l i festyle for the individual. Jesus,
however, speaks of money as the cor-
rupter of souls. Jesus simply couldn’t
reconc i le  money wi th  fa i th ,  and so
chose a l i fe of poverty. In meeting a
r ich  young ru ler,  he  presented the
man with this very choice – money or
faith. The lifestyle consumer left, sad-
dened to know he could not give up
his riches to follow Christ. The struggle
to give up his love of money was too
difficult for him. Jesus leaves him with
a proverb: “It is easier for a camel to

go through the eye of a needle than
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of
God". (Luke 18:25).

I  would  argue that  s impl ic i ty  is  a
kingdom value. To follow the lifestyle
o f  C h r i s t  i s  t o  f o l l o w  a  m a n  w h o
owned  no  home,  f ew  c lo thes ,  and
relied heavily on the hospitality of
others for his survival. His disciples,
and m a n y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y
C h r i s t i a n s throughout the ages,
have pract ised simple l i festyles as
a central  part  of their  fai th. The
communit ies of Acts chose to share
their possessions, and many monks
and nuns have followed in their foot-
steps.

B u t  w h a t  d o e s  t h i s  m e a n  f o r
We s t e r n  C h r i s t i a n s ?  We  c a n ’ t  a l l
leave our fami l ies,  homes and jobs
and lead the life of an itinerant minis-
ter,  rely ing upon others to feed and
clothe us.  I  bel ieve we need to use
the  money  and resources  we have
been given in a different way to those
a f f l i c t ed  w i t h  a f f l uenza .  Th i s  may
mean giving it  away (money is a hot
potato),  putt ing i t  into resources for
the poor and needy (my money is not
mine), or choosing to earn less and
devote more time to our communities
and families (money is like salt – a little
i s  n i c e ,  t o o  m u c h  j u s t  m a k e s  y o u
thirsty) .  These choices help bui ld a
lifestyle that reflects a Christian faith.
They are also values that reflect God’s

>

>

>

do try this at home>
H e r e  a r e  s o m e  b o o k s

Dominique suggests might be
helpful if you are interested in
pursuing the topic further: 

A n d r e w s ,  D .  ( 2 0 0 1 ) .  N o t
R e l i g i o n ,  b u t  L o v e .  L i o n :
Oxford.

Kle in ,  N.  (2001) .  No Logo.
Flamingo: London

S h e a r d ,  M .  ( 2 0 0 1 ) .  L i v i n g
Simply: Studies in Learning to
Live as Jesus Did. World Vision
New Zealand:  Auck land
(Available for $5 from TEAR
Austra l ia) .

S i d e r ,  R . J .  ( 1 9 7 3 ) .  R i c h
Christians in an Age of Hunger.
Hodder and Stoughton: London.

suggested reading

>

“

”
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confessions of a shopaholic

Never have I felt so unqualified (or is it qualified?) to
write on a topic. Many times in the last ten years, I have
felt overwhelmed by greed for possessions, and crushed
by gui l t  over  my seeming inabi l i ty  (or  even desi re)  to
overcome this sin. I am bothered more by my obsession
with buying new things, and my lack of moderation and
control over my spending, than by the exact amount that I
spend.

Our modern, consumerist society presents me with a
multitude of choices, a high disposable income (at least
compared to most of the world), endless advertising and
sales cleverly designed to entice me into spending more,
and respect for the well-dressed, well-decorated and well-
appointed. But this does not explain why I shop; why I
endlessly feel the need for something more.

I feel increasingly helpless and guilty about this sin, and
it begins to impact my ministry (how can I tel l  someone
else to struggle with sin when I fail so consistently?); my
marriage (I become devious and manipulative in my quest
for possessions my husband doesn’t want); my children
(exposed to my example, how will they escape
acquisitiveness?); my friendships (competitiveness and
envy mar relationships with women, and I lead them into
temptation by my own spending); and, above all, my rela-
tionship with God (guilt keeps me from praying, damages
my assurance, and tempts me to give up the unequal
struggle with sin). 

How did I, a "mature" Christian whom others look up to
and imitate, get into this mess? What do possessions represent
to me, that I seek them so desperately and obsessively?

L ike  food,  wh ich  I  ea t
when I ’m bored or
depressed, spending promis-
es quick relief, at least for a
moment. I enjoy feast ing my
eyes on God’s good
things; there is a right plea-
sure in what he has given: but
my obsession with buying

things tells me that spending promises much more than
a brief moment of pleasure. I don’t so much want more
things, as the best things, the complete collection.
When friends or family don’t respond the way I want
them to, when the house is chaotic, when I’m anxious
about the future, this is one area of my life I seem to
have some control over. When I buy things, I feel l ike I
am purchasing completion, perfection, happiness.

But I have personally discovered the truth of C.S.Lewis’
statement that habitual sin becomes "at once less pleasant
and harder to forgo" (Lewis, C.S. (1977) The Screwtape
Letters. Collins: Glasgow, p63). Continuing sin gradually
produces greater compulsiveness and less pleasure. Even
while standing in the checkout queue, I often feel slightly
i l l  at the thought of the purchases I am about to make.

BY JEAN WILLIAMS
I can give you a l ist of handy hints which I, or others,

have found helpful in stemming the t ide: get a "no junk
mail" sign; don’t order or read catalogues or magazines;
remember some relevant Bible verses (e.g. Matt. 5:19-24;
1 Tim. 6:17-19); be accountable to a friend or mentor; wait
two weeks before buying anyth ing;  avoid sales;  set  a
spending or "lifestyle" limit
and fol low a budget; have
a separa te  bank  account
for personal and household
spending; destroy or put low
limits on your credit cards;
give money away straight
after you get paid; imitate
godly fr iends; meditate on
heaven. (You can see I ’ve
thought about this a lot!) To
be honest, I  have found the only approach which really
helps is to take decisive action: to avoid shops as much as
poss ib le ,  and not  to  le t  over -spending ga in  even the
smallest foothold.

But most of these techniques, necessary and helpful as
they are, fail to deal with the core problem: the quest for
control  and happiness which dr ives my spending. I  am
(very gradually) learning to entrust control to God; to seek
happiness in him rather than in this often painful world; to
accept his forgiveness and sympathy for my imperfection;
to realise that others can never meet my needs, and to
enjoy the immensity and tenderness of his love. ( I  f ind
that when I am more moderate in my spending, and give
up the relentless search for the perfect "thing", I enjoy the
good gifts and love of God and others so much more.)

My ultimate temptation is not spending, but becoming
consumed with guilt and obsessed by failure over this sin,
refusing to accept God’s grace. As C.S.Lewis points out,
to despair of God’s mercy would show that I only believe
in his forgiveness of my other sins because I don’t "fully
feel their sinfulness"; that in respect of the one sin which
I really feel in its "full depth of dishonour" I cannot "seek,
nor credi t ,  the Mercy." (Lewis,  1977, p149).  But God’s
grace is greater than my greatest sin.

I often feel hopeless, sometimes not even Christian, but
I know that God meant what he said when he promised to
never let me out of his hands, to complete the work he
started in me, to daily give me the grace I need to obey
him. I am endlessly grateful to a God who never gives up
on me, who forgives and goes on forgiving. One day I will
stand before him forgiven, healed, restored, perfect, and
in eternal possession of all that is ultimately worthwhile
and enjoyable. One day I will rejoice endlessly and fully in
a love which never fai ls or disappoints.  One day I  wi l l
reach my true home.

Jean Williams is a homemaker with a husband, who is a
student worker with AFES, and two young kids. She and
her family attend Bundoora Presbyterian Church.

Confess ions of  a
Shopahol ic

“the core problem
[with materialism
is]  the quest  for
control and happi-
ness which drives
my spending”

“be accountable
t o  a  f r i e n d  o r
mentor; imitate
godly friends”
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wealth and the word

As a young Economics student studying at university it occurred to
me that God must be involved in the development of an efficient market.
It is so clever, ordered and logical. Yet the downfall in economic markets
occurs when people start to behave irrationally, or greedily. So while
an economy can be theoretically efficient, it doesn’t always work that
way because of human sin. In the same way that a Christian scientist
can see God at work in the world of science, or a Christian doctor can
see God’s hand in the way the human body is constructed, I could see
God at work in the way in which wealth was created in an economy.

As I  matured as a Christ ian and started to accumulate wealth, I
started to not ice that the Bible had a lot of negative things to say
about money. It  took me a while to work out that the Bible actually
dist inguishes between the creation of wealth, and how we use our
wealth. I found the story of the rich fool (Luke 12:15-21) very helpful.
He was descr ibed as a fool  not  because he was r ich ( indeed, his
crops were described as good, v16);  rather, he was a fool because
he was greedy, found his self-worth in his wealth rather than in God,
and was mean-spirited, not generous. I find it quite liberating to use
the gif ts God has given me to create wealth, being accountable to
God for how I use that wealth.   

The danger  fo r  me and,  I  suspect ,  fo r  a  lo t  o f  o ther  ‘wea l thy ’
Christians, is in how we use the wealth God has given us. I regularly
need to examine and re-examine my motivat ions and intentions in
how I spend my wealth. I believe that, as Christians, we need to be
intent ional about how we use our wealth; otherwise the seduct ive
power of money is such that we will adopt the world’s view if we don’t
intentionally adopt a Christian view. Money, or even lack of it, easily
taps into desires that can be described as greed, idolatry, and self-
satisfaction. The temptation is sometimes even more subtle than these
‘obvious’ sins. I t  is easy to fal l  into the trap of creating wealth for
wealth’s sake, or because of the status that it brings in society.   

I find it helpful to break my wealth into three categories – how much
I need to live on (need, not want!), how much I want to save for the
future, and how much I want to give away now. Unfortunately, outside
the principles of Christian tithing, which only goes part of the way to
providing guidelines, I don’t think there are any easy answers or simple
formulae that allow us to neatly divide our wealth between these three
categories. For me it comes down to working at being generous, and
constantly asking myself whether the decisions I make wil l help me
serve God, l ive a godly l i fe,  and further God’s gospel work in the
world.

Joy Linton works as a corporate finance analyst for National Foods.
She is the Chair of the Vestry at St Jude's Anglican Church, Carlton.
Joy is married to Warren, and the mother of two year old Henry.

Wealth

BY JOY LINTON

and the Word
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bible study

11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue
righteousness, godl iness, fai th, love, endurance,
gentleness. 12Fight the good fight of the faith; take
hold of the eternal life, to which you were called…

17As for those who in the present age are r ich,
command them not to be haughty, or to set their
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God
who richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment.  18They are to do good, to be r ich in
good works, generous, and ready to share, 19thus
storing up for themselves the treasure of a good
foundation for the future, so that they may take
hold of the life that really is life. (NRSV)

Thinking through…

1. What does it mean to be content?
2. Do you think of yourself as one of those who "in
the present age are rich" (v17)? Why or why not?
3. What  does  th is  passage say  to  do  i f  you  a re
wealthy?
4. What does it mean to put your trust in God rather
than in riches?
5. Are you thankful to God for your wealth?

BY FIONA McLEAN

The three writers in this issue have explored various
aspects of materialism: the consequent injustice on a
global basis, as well as the personal temptation to put
our trust in money rather than in God and to value
God's creation more than the Creator. Whatever our
circumstances, however wealthy or poor we are (and
that is always relative), we must turn to God's word
to us, the Bible, to find out how to live. We hope this
brief study will encourage you to derive your values
and priorities from the Bible and to put God first.

1 Timothy 6: 6-19

6Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined
with contentment; 7for we brought nothing into the
world, so that we can take nothing out of i t ; 8but if
we have food and clothing, we wil l  be content with
these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into temp-
tation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful
desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction.
10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil,
and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered
away from the faith and pierced themselves with many
pains.  

Fight the Good Fight

ishah welcomes reader responses to topics dealt
with in previous issues. These should be no more
than 200 words  long and can be emai led ( to
ishahmag@hotmail.com) or posted (to ishah, c/-
23 Bundoran Parade, Mont Albert North VIC 3129).

Sue Rob inson  d id  a  g rea t  j ob  in
point ing out the temptat ion to force
the Bible to our own purpose instead
of allowing the Spirit to regenerate our
mind and change us by the power of
God’s word. I had come to the text with
a prior faith commitment and a particular
chu rch  cu l t u re  t ha t  i n f l uenced  my
interpretation. I had also been involved
in a tradit ion that was anti-women in
ministry. The way that Scripture was
used  t o  se t  l im i t s  on  t he  ro l e  and
function of women within the community
o f  G o d  i s  a  g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e
importance of understanding the context
of  a passage. A passage may apply
only in a localised situation or it may
have validity as a universal rule. 

I am thankful for the way God used
women in the bible – Hannah’s prayer

Christ ian context, we would f ind any
such “role” in the Bible as God-defined;
in a social/cultural context, any such
role would probably be socially-defined
by the majori ty, which we Christ ians
know must be flawed, at least to some
extent, because of the universality of
sin.

I s  t h e r e  a  s o c i a l  " r o l e  o f  m e n " ?
Historically, by virtue of their unique
economic independence and education,
men have held particular social roles
not possessed by women. However,
equal access to tertiary education and
access to work outside the home in
t h e  l a s t  5 0  y e a r s  ( a n d  m o r e )  h a s
proved: 

1. the abi l i ty of women to take on
social roles historically held by men;
and

(continued)

in 1 Samuel 2, for example, teaches
us much about the way God acts in
the world. Men and women all partake
i n  t h e  g r e a t  b l e s s i n g  o f  t h e  N e w  
C o v e n a n t  a n d  h a v e  g i f t s  t h a t  w e
should use for God’s purposes. God
uses all of us with all of our limitations
and imperfections.

Thanks for stimulating my interest.

Peter Cumming
Rosanna ,  V IC

I was intrigued by the concept of "the
ro le  o f  men"  wh ich  appeared  in  a t
least two of the quotes in the Vox Pop
article. Presumably, "the role of men"
suggests a specific position and function
for men as distinct from women. In a

write of reply



2.  tha t  gender  has noth ing to  do
with a person’s capaci ty to perform
particular social roles. At a practical
level, women can and do face
discrimination that prevents them from
carrying out some social roles, but it is
nonetheless a fal lacy to say that
such roles are inherently gendered. 

How, therefore, can feminism have
led to women taking over "the roles of
men"? Apar t  f rom fa therhood,  what
are  these  " ro les"  tha t  a re  the  so le
provenance of men?

Is there a Christian "role of men"?
The Bible starts with the more
fundamenta l  issue of  the ident i ty
of  men and women before God,
and dist inguishes this from the more
secondary "ministry roles", which are
sovereignly given by God to individ-
uals through h is  Sp i r i t  fo r  the  ed i -
f i ca t ion  o f  the church.

As Sue rightly points out, the identity
i ssue  i s  de f ined  by  re fe rence  to  a
person’s relationship to Christ: "there
is nei ther Jew nor Greek, s lave nor
free, male nor female, for all are one
in Christ Jesus" (Gal 3.28). This verse
is definitive not only at the point of a
person’s salvation, but also throughout
a person’s relationship with God. The
ministry roles we adopt in our lifetime
will not affect the quality or reality of

as though the Scriptures are unambiguous
on the matter. Sue Robinson went at
least some of the way to point out that
this is not so.

Clarity we do have about the essentials
of our faith - the finished work of Jesus
- the faith as summarised in the Creeds.
Issues not so clear, such as this one,
need to be examined, re-examined and
discussed with charity, humility, respect
and openness. Your journal is contribut-
ing to this process. My plea is that we
also have this discourse as men and
women together not  just  as women
among ourselves.

Al l  my Chr is t ian l i fe ,  I  have been
encouraged by my understanding that
the Lord Jesus was the greatest
liberator of women who ever l ived. It
has also been my privi lege to have
been nur tu red in  re la t ionsh ips
wi th  men (and women) who reflect
the attitude of Jesus described so
well by Sayers (as quoted in Sue
Robinson’s article).

We owe it to a younger generation,
ourselves, the church and society at
large to be satisfied with nothing less
than what He intended for us….so we
had better keep working at finding out
what it is.

Fran Boydell
North Fitzroy, VIC

tha t  r igh teousness  wh ich  God has
credited to us through our faith (Rom
4.20-25). 

Therefore, if a discussion of ministry
roles starts not with one’s equal posi-
tion to all other Christians in Christ, but
starts instead with gender or the par-
ticular ministry role itself, then we may
warp God’s own view of his people and
wrong ly  in te rp re t  the  B ib le ,  to  our
detr iment.  I f  we focus on gender or
the ministry role ahead of the people
whom God has gif ted to perform the
role, we may sinful ly discriminate in
a way that God does not.

Anne Messer
London,  UK

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  p u b l i s h i n g  S u e
Robinson’s article Feminism and the
Bible in your last issue - not so much
because I  am in a posit ion to agree
with everything she said, but because
it  was a ser ious attempt to come to
grips with biblical truth as it applies to
us as women engaging now in church,
family and the world.

I  am d i smayed  to  see  m indse ts
regarding women (often of a restrictive
kind) gradually creep into church fellow-
ships with little or no public discussion,

Howard in the Lions’ den?
BY PHILIPPA LOHMEYER

During times of crisis and insecurity we hope for more from our leaders than only the ability to make good
business decisions. In the face of September 11, a federal election and, more recently, escalating uncertainty
over asylum seekers, the media has been quick to suggest that Australians demand ‘moral leadership’.

John Howard’s actions in response to recent issues, from the Tampa crisis to the increasing violence at the
Woomera Detention Centre, reveal how he views humanity. We may not agree with Howard’s worldview and some
may find his leadership in this instance problematic. Nonetheless, he has positioned himself as man whose
leadership is derived from an ethical base.

Moral leadership means knowing which issues to tackle and which do not matter. As Christians, our worldview,
and what we decide matters, must be explicitly founded on our obedience to a sovereign God. Daniel in the Old
Testament knew his ethical base and is a helpful example of moral leadership. He was taken to live in a foreign
land, educated in the language and literature of the Babylonians, experienced an imposed name change, confronted
all manner of issues and became known for his wisdom and ability to interpret dreams. All the while he remained
faithful to his God. 

We should expect God to be involved in all aspects of our lives. As a politician, CEO, teacher, lawyer, student,
the kindergarten treasurer or the church organist, we should be prepared to be the person God wants us to be
and so affect the world, in some small way, however humble. Christian moral leadership is about knowing our
God and acting within that relationship. As the media continues in its quest to define ‘moral leadership’ in the
midst of global upheaval, the challenge for us is to lead, as God would have us lead.

Philippa Lohmeyer is married to Steve Collins and they have two young boys. They all attend St Jude's, where
Philippa organises and runs the Open Forum Program. A Chemistry teacher by training, Philippa is at present
studying at Ridley College in between ferrying boys to and from kinder and school.
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