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Responses to Mr Lyne"s letter

(text below facsimile)

FAVOURS CONTROLLED FIRES

INUTILITY OF FIRE-BREAKS-

Netuler, l’"’lﬂ]

"4 T
foaned 1 dlyel with n? pessibility of the fires
ﬂl:”i"“ mat of eantrel.

cWith remuixl to aur forest aress the
]||"1'Ii||= i, WA N mfegl.‘ll.‘hd againyt bush
fleew, af all litter from the forest foor, and
theren Lo vantinuinge anch buoing as tuser.
wals when sutieient litter had accumnlated
w0 earry 0 fire, would, in my opivion, not
be nsnabtant of the best fature advantages,

g i< o eserntial facter i the proper
managenenl of forests; but to inanre, in
the broadest sonse, the best vesulta from
the furestx il a1 The swae tine provide to
supte extent for their proteotion against
pmentoelied Bush fives, anly to & lmited
extent shonhl it he nsed.

“All heavy litter, such as large fallen
Timbw stal* i trunks and dead, standing
wre, shonhl e cleared up and always
kept sn.  With the heavy litter dexaolished
by packing i heaps and burniug—aot by
runningz fires pver the surface —
there woalid remain the mat of fallen twigs,
leawes ol ilsenpanl erbage to condnst a fire,
birt it wonhl nnd he of vo severe a nature,
exvept winder the mna: adrerse ciroums.
stanees, s la not be yombatable by the nae
of fier-hivaks,
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FAVOURS CONTROLLED FIRES,

, Ae KL Aadden, Povest Ofleer, Nowrs,
15w miveeate of controllod fives. He
writes ;-

M Ly nppears to have arrived at
b anly suwsilsle solution to prevent fires
fram lwing  material damage to fovest
krowth i e Crastal Disteiots.

".I ]5“"|l|i‘l Iull;:m‘ﬁl that forests be Ared
perilically by specially appointed men,
the st iumm-mfl&poi?:u [;epﬁ’ug to clew
the fullen luels of tyoos and ather robbisk
froey 1y st bar thnber, and to geleot a

e when Ihe gonditions are not ton dry.
\ bwr-ln_n-ulu Wy ho very well in g way,
- ||:"1:[:|-||1_- i Ifu' ."Ium‘t:h]im that lups not seen
: i i dmught deds during s

westerly wmule, 1l wml]ﬂad!b anv -

.I'lk‘_ el ten eliabing wide t ’
mmh'l““- mreperly  controlled, will do

e "% dasiiee thaw tliose atavted owi

Ny tmelitiong, imiug thror

et bis by oy %

“1u exploited and whet heads
2 in‘n.'-“ e fullen tigher geterally are
Sy 1 gt ncl
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*“Theve 1 entScient evidence thet a fire
through 2 forest will ossist in checking the
ndnormal htovesss of iuxects and othor des-
tractive alements, and 2t the ssune time if
Tteml:iu]]y cantrolled will not igatevialiy

ammoge the yonng growing timber.”

INUTILITY OF FIRE-BREAKS.

Mr. & J. Gallagher, Fnrest Guard,
Nowrs, writes . —

"I liave no liealtation in steting that any
endeavony' to mlnbwize the visk of flres by
clesying fire.breaks, ote, wonld be futile
nd & waste of time and monsy. I am
firmly convinced that the results achleved
wonld not provide adequate remuneration
for the expenditure bcvrred.

“It is questionable whetler fires in
maiden forests, or areas partlally depleted
of timber, are not wmove beneflafal than
detrimental to the production of timber, as
ol useleas nndergrowth is chegked or
destroyed, and the mstured tvees im-
madiately derive the benefit of increased
sustonance, owing to the extsrmination of
this serub.

“It is very rarely that & heal growing
teee is totally destroved by n&gmt fire,
wiless it be sarvounded by much infaw.
mable materisl ™

MOVING FORESTS.

growing and floarishing on wov

glaciars 15 one of the nm?lfahh tlmi:;
seen by visitore te Alaskn, .

Dv, B, E. FPernow, Dean of the Tovonto
Forests Schoo), descvibing these moving
wths on bis vetnom from & trip to the
e Tewvitory, nays:—*' At the foot of the
Lucien Glacier o Yakutst Bay, the stream
wﬁzgh r;l,'ms in n wildmtm-un: from the
glaciar har cut n veritable en through
the jop, expoxing An s wk 100 faet
high. This ieu‘fi overlaid with morsine
material & foot o1 move in depth, and this
:ﬂymﬂ.ellelgt ‘l&‘cwpporbt 4 g;m cover, not
oI herbacsons but woody
tation, & thicket of the ever-present alaar.
with an cccasional willow and even spruce

does ot Snd the substrat too cold.”

Trees



FAVOURS CONTROLLED FIRES
(in Australian Forestry Journal Vol 1 No4 October 1918)

Mr. R. J. Madden, Forest Officer, Nowra, is an advocate of
controlled fires. He writes:

"Mr. Lyne appears to have arrived at the only possible
solution to prevent fires from doing material damage to
forest growth in the Coastal Districts.

I would suggest that forests be Ffired periodically by
specially appointed men, the most important points being to
clear the fallen heads of trees and other rubbish from the
standing timber, and to select a time when conditions are not
too dry.

Firebreaks may be very well in a way, but where is the
Australian that has not seen a bush fire in drought periods
during a westerly gale, that would defy any firebreak even
ten chains wide?

Fires, properly controlled, will do much less damage than
those started owing to dry conditions, burning through a bush
that has been exploited and where heads of trees and fallen
timber generally are lying against the standing trees
indiscriminately.

There is sufficient evidence that a fire through a forest
will assist in checking the adnormal (sic) increase of
insects and other destructive elements, and at the same time
if systematically controlled, will not materially damage the
young growing timber."
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INUTILITY OF FIRE-BREAKS.
(in Australian Forestry Journal Vol 1 No4 October 1918)

Mr. A. J. Gallagher, Forest Guard, Nowra, writes:-

"I have no hesitation in stating that any endeavour to
minimize the risk of fires by clearing Fire-breaks, etc.,
would be futile and a waste of time and money. I am Firmly
convinced that the results achieved would not provide
adequate remuneration for the expenditure incurred.

"It is questionable whether Ffires in maiden forests, or areas
partially depleted of timber, are not more beneficial than
detrimental to the production of timber, as all useless
undergrowth is checked or destroyed, and the matured trees
immediately derive the benefit of increased sustenance, owing
to the extermination of this scrub.

" 1t 1s very rarely that a healthy growing tree is totally
destroyed by a forest fire, unless it be surrounded by much
inflammable material ."
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