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Welcome to-owr new look FOLKLAW Newsletter! We have decided to-change to-cater for all the
members who- now receive our newsletters by email. We hawve included av ‘Goodie’ for yow too-.

Koalwf nclosure Mld/Avwwy Completed/'

‘4.('

| FOLKLAW volunteers have finally finished Jenwnie Bryant's

g Kool encloswre and Aviawy! For those that do- not know,

B Jennie iy our local wild life carer who- specialises in koalas:.

Oonw Sunday 2" November, Phil Birchall, Steve Ainsworth,

=l Alloww Lumy Joon, Peter and Karin Cooper, Jennie Bryant,

Hugh and Jenwnie's faomily all chipped inv to-complete the

| encloswres. About 60 howrs worthv of wovk was donated o
this Sunday. FOLKLAW also-paid for all the materials.

"~ Luckily the weather was diy but wourmw and the forecast

thunderstorms did not eventuate.

Intotal over 3 Sunday working bee dayy about 190 howrs of voluntowy labowr and $2,891.95 of
donated money were used to- complete the Koalaw enclosuwre/bivd awiowy. The money caume from
Ritchiers Community Benefity cawd, membership fees and other donations received. Remember
to- sk friends and relatives to- sign up or change their Community Benefity cowd to-CB 92591 or
phone Peter o 9690 1774 and he will happily send yow key tags and cards. Without this
donated money, we could not have cowried out this worthwhile venture.

New Koala Enclosure Residenty!

Jenwnie had a blind koadaw with baby in one of the cages o her
property. The mother will never be able to-be released into-the wild.
Aw orvphaned baby koala was also-takew into-Jennie s cave ands
luckily it was able to-be fed by the blind mother. So-now she has 2
young ones to-look after. Onthe day that we had owr working bee
she had 7 koalay in residence - not to- mention numerous other
her 2 babies (pictured onthe left) were moved into-the new Koalow
enclosure onthe day after we completed it and ave all doing well.

FOLKLAW volunteers hawve also- beenv working in the Somers Koalaw Reserve. We hawve recycled
some shade clotivand placed it over the fence separating the Reserve from awn adjoining fowrm


http://home.vicnet.net.au/~folklaw/

This we hope will resudt inv fewer weeds (especially Scotch Thistles) from being bloww into-the
Reserve. We have also-been hand weeding some areas and have o regudow weed management
plawv inv place to- reduce the number of weeds invthe Reserve. FOLKLAW applies for and is givesv
anv anwuald budget from the Mornington Peninsula Shive to- manage the Koola Reserve with.
We employ contractors to-spray weeds regudawly. FOLKLAW also- contributes financially to-the
upkeep of the Somers Koala Reserve.

Below s awnv auticle by Anne Hillermawnv-Ainsworth.  Many thanks, Arnmne for youwr contribution.
If anyone else would like to- write o awticle for our newsletter, I would love to-heoar from you.
Please send any awticles to-owr email address at korincooper@dodo-com.ou.

Blue Banded Bee (Goodie): (Amegilla)
InAwstralio there are over 1,500 species of native bees, as well
as the better known Euvropeany honey bee (Apis Mellifera). Some
native bees are social, forming complex hives, however most are
solitawy. Some of the more common native bees found inv
Victoriow gardens include the Teddy Bear bee; Leafcutter bees,
Resin bees, Masked bees and Blue banded bees.

One of the most easily identified native bees is the beautiful .
Blue banded bee (Amegilla). These bees ave approximately 8 - 15VVWM/LOV\Q/W1II’VMMW&
fluorescent, pale blue stripes ontheir black abdomens, males have five bands and females have
four. They have golden hairy owtheir heads and thoraxes. Compared to-the conunonw honey bee
the movementy of blue banded bees appeawr very fast and ervatic. They do- sting but are not
aggressive; they will only attack if troddew ow ov thweatened.

Blue banded bees stouwt appearing invearly sumuner. They develop from immatuwre pupae whichs
have been dormant inv nest burrows during the winter before developing into-adudty and
emerging with the wawrmer weather. AW aduwlt bees die withvthe onset of cold weather. Blue
banded bees are generally solitawy but females will often build their nesty near others usually
by bwrrowing underground branching tuwnnels but they also-fovowr the walls of mud bricks
houses. Males cluster at night by clinging to-the stems of grasses or leaves by their jows.

Native bees perform an inwaluable pollinatiow service inv our gowrdens and Blue banded bees
ave especially useful for pollinating tomatoes; peppers and eggplants. They awe knownw as bugg
pollinators, they hold the flowers and vibrate withv av loud bugzing sound, and thig causes the
flower to- drop the pollen onto-the bee’s body. Recent research has shown that Blue banded bees
pevform well as pollinators inv commerciad tomato glasshouses and may negate the need for the
probosed importatiow of the European bumble bee into- mainland Australiov. They awe also-
beautifl and v delight to-watch.

Yow cawv help to-protect the native bees that visit your gawdewn by providing water, growing food
planty and avoiding the use of pesticides. Favowrite planty of Blue banded bees are blue and
purble flowery like lavender, Westringia, Brachyscome and Dianella but they wil also- visit
flowers of other colowrs; both native and exotic; including Abelia, bottle brushes; Melalewcas;
Tucalyptus, Grevillias and Hibbertiow. Yow couv find more information ow these fascinating
insecty at the Auwstralionw Native Bee Research Centre’s website www.aussiebee.com.o

Any relevant auticles from owr readers for ouwr next newsletter would be most welcome:.
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