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Participation ina friends group provides individusls with an eppor tunity 10 achisve resulls
in a practical manner, rather then merely offering & financial contribulion to the cause, as is
becoming ingreasingly popular. While both activities are necessary, it s important for the ruiure
of National Parks to encourage hands—on support, which is often more rewarding than simply

enclosing a cheque, but invoives a bigger committment.

The Friends Group participale in aetivitz‘gs such as rubbish collection, track mainiensnce
and removal of exotic species in the area. The group works cioéely with the Nationa? Parks
Service r"anger and meets at the beginning of each year to plan an agenda aimed st meeting the needs
of the park, which would otherwise not be met. The existence of the group sirengthens the Naticnal
Park Service resource which |, due to lack of manpower and finance can not always compiete
projects which they would like to. While support for the National Parks Service is broad
threughout the community, practical assistance is greatly valued Dy the service. For example the
Friends Group participates in annual Koala counts in the ranges, monitoring the population and

observing the breeding rate and affects of Clyamedia in the Brisbane Ranges National Park,

The Bristiane Ranges Friends Group, and others like it provide an important voluntary and
personal Tink to the National Park, while ensuring that it is eesthetically pieasing to visitors and a

suitable habitat for the animals Hving ia the area.
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CONCLUSION

The Brisbane Ranges National Park is one of the new étyle of Netional Parks. In 1973 its
creation helped to redefine exactly what constituted a National Park. The parks establishment
iNusirates a movement away from traditional National Park, that is, from aress of obvieus
outstanding beauty, to areas such as the Brisbane Ranges, which are worthy of conservation, but
are not sesthetically as pleasing. This trend is illustrated by the fact thet other regions of
Yictoria containiﬁg significant or unigue environmenté were passed over, ingicating that Yicteria

had developed a new style of conservation based on more than just sesthetics.

The creation of the Brisbane Ranges Netional Park illustrates a growing trend away from
land exploitation, {owards an increasing gesire o preserve particular aress which are of high

conservation value while also serving to provide a recreational ares with vast educational

poiential.

The park serves as an important reminder of its past -uses and the destruction, that was a
consequence of utilitarian style management.  In 1973 conservation orientated guardianship,
combined with management was introduced by the National Parks Service, resuiting in a very

dgifferent style of land utilisation.

The Brisbane Ranges represents a new era in Netional Parks. [t challenges people's
perceptions of a National Park and is an important step in trairing the population that areas which
have experienced a considerable amount of human interference are also important. It reminds

Victorians that the history of an area can not be ignored, and the actions ef todays generations will

carry vast implications for the future.



G

N

Although the Brisbane Ranges are infested with the potentially devastating pathogen,
Phytophthora cinnamomi, the new style conservationists were willing to accept this as simpiy
part of the habitat they wished to preserve. This is & stark contrest to the older style
conservationists, who may have declared the ares unsuitable for a Naiional Park. This new

approach opened up other areas of Vicloria as potential Nationsl Parks, which previously would

have besn dfscarded 8s inappropriate,

The delays associated with the formation of the Brisbane Ranges National Park illusirate the
truly limited power of the 'Nationa.l Parks Service prior to the formation of the Land Conservation
Council. The land Conservatiéra Council is an independant body who strengthened s weak authority,
which was plagued by bickering between government departments, and strong opposition from

other parties supporiing the maintenance of the area as Crown Land, with few restrictions on its

use as it had been since its geological evolution.

It 1s more than likely that the efforts of individuals, such as Bert Boardman, the Barwon
Regional Committee, the Country Women's Association, Geelong Field Naturalists and Bannockburn

Shire Council may have been further frustrated without the Land Conservation Council's

recommendations for the Brisbane Ranges.

The Little Desert Jand use conflict also helped to raise public awareness about the choices of
land utilisation. 1t showed Viclorian's that utilitarian uses no longer had popular support, nor
were they the only alternative, opening up the way for the declaration of such areas as {he

Brisbane Ranges as new National Parks.

Notwithstanding these forces acting in favour of the preservation of the area as a National
Park there were still many problems to be overcome which determination elone couid not solve,

From the inittal proposal end still continuing today the ares has been the centre of a battle not
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unique to this park, but prominant throughout the world, of economy versus environment. While
in this instance, the longevity of a significant habitat outweighed the dssire to extract resources

such as timber, slate and grave!, 1t was not an easy victory.

A major obstacle inhibiting the development of the park was individuals and goverament
bodies desire to pursue their immediate needs from the area, sbove the long term requirements of
the National Parks Service. The ability of these groups o compromise was alien and hindered
negotiations, reminding the National Parks Service that not everyone was in favour of conserying

the area, especially if it required altering their behaviour.

The establishment of the Brisbane Ranges National Park provides & realistic outlook on
conservation.  The rapidly diminishing natural resources of Yictoria mean that increasing
pressure is placed on the remaining resources. The preservation of areas such as the Brisbane
Ranges prevent further decimation and provides protection for the few natural ereas left in
Yictoria. 7o have an area altered by human é:ctwﬁies as a National Park is more preferable than

having nothing, is the lesson learnt by the Brisbane Ranges Nationat Park formation.

Finally, the areas close proximity to Geelong, Ballaret end Melbourne means that its
potential for recreation is very high. In an increasingly urbanised environment wilh increased
leisure hours and high stress levels the demand for National Parks is rising. The growing desire
amongst the community 1o experisnce nature and participate in leisure sctivities which fulfill this

need is cleerly represented, and no doubt this trend is partly responsible for the creation of the

Brisbane Ranges National Park.

Since the areas geological formation thousands of years ago it has undergone @ range of uses
esch varying considerably but with the common Tink fn most cases of exploiting the land. The

Wathaurong Ahor iginal occupation of the Brisbane Renges, pastoral activity, Umber resources,
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water catchment ares, slate quarrying, Pytophthora cinnamomi infestation and the current
conservation and recreation use all provide an historical sccount of fend utilisstion in the

Brisbane Ranges, while serving as a lasting reminder of human tmpact upon the Brisbane Ranges.

The preservation of the Brisbane Ranges National Park affirms that by 1973, sociely was
willing to accept responsibility for past mismanagement and to look to the future with the twin
aims of conservation and recreation by utilising the area as a National Park. These aims are iikely
to continue on into the future and as the number of areas worthy of preservation decline, the value
of National Parks, such as the Brisbane Ranges will increase substantially. The Brisbhane Ranges
National Park illustrates the difficulties invelved in creating a Nationel Perk and how the history

of an area can influence current and future land utilisation decisions.
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