FRIENDS OF GREAT VICTORIA DESERT PARKS

GENERAL MEETING

Held on Friday November 6th    2009

At The Camden Park Community Centre

MEETING OPENED: 7:35 pm 

President, Bill Dowling, welcomed everyone who had come to the meeting and commented that it was especially good to welcome our guest speaker, author Christobel Mattingley, who has written two books about the Anangu and the Maralinga Lands as well as 45 other publications. 

Bill acknowledged the Kaurna people as the traditional custodians of the land the where the meeting is held and then the Maralinga Tjarutja people of the Great Victoria Desert country. 

GUEST SPEAKER: Christobel told of how she came to write the two books on Aboriginal experiences. “Survival in Our Own Land” was one of the three major books published for the 150th Jubilee celebrations in 1986. She had to do a lot of research in the museum and various archives to get information and photos. This book is now in its 5th printing.

The second book, “Maralinga, the Anangu Story”, was developed after Christobel attended a big Aboriginal Celebration of Survival held in Alice Springs in 2001, where a Papunya book was launched.  Christobel began her research and looked for funding. Some of the Maralinga people who had been involved in the first book were able to organise a group of women to come to Adelaide in 2005 and start the pictures for the book. They began painting as soon as they arrived at the Nunyara Conference Centre. Christobel recorded their stories over four days while they painted. Christobel had slides to illustrate her talk. There were several trips back and forth to Yalata and Oak Valley as the project progressed. The Yalata school children voted for the picture for the front cover. The text was read aloud to groups of people on the lands as part of the editing process. There is still a great deal of grief and sadness over the Maralinga experience. The opportunity to tell their own story, of how they were removed from their homelands during the 1950’s, using their own words and pictures has had a profound effect on the Anangu people. The book was finally launched in April this year.

Christobel had copies of the book with her and members were able to purchase one (or two) and get them signed by the author. Your local library will have a copy. Google: Christobel Mattingley to find out more.

Bill proposed a vote of thanks which was warmly supported.
ATTENDANCE: Jim & Shelagh Bond, Trevor Coleman, Ross Mathews, Neil & Shelagh Matthews, Rosemary & Gordon Smith, Heather Woods, Doug Smith, June & Neville Hudson, Phil & Kathryn Gaukroger, Bill Dowling, Ian Jackson.

VISITORS: Guest Speaker; Christobel Mattingley.

APOLOGIES: Arlene Matheson-Dowling, Anne Beadell, Peter Facy, Ian Williams, Gill & Anne Ross, Gary and Joan Vine, Jan deWitt

PREVIOUS MINUTES: The minutes were then moved as a true & correct record.

Moved; Jim Bond.        Seconded; Doug Smith.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES:

Nil

CORRESPONDENCE. 

General Correspondence can be viewed on the web site.

 Recent significant correspondence was tabled and members invited to read it later.

Three items of significance were discussed:

1. A Money Matter. From the 2006 Volunteer Grant of $2000 there is still a balance outstanding. This money was to contribute to a proposed information booklet about The Great Victoria Desert. However, the Mamungari Board has not yet begun work on the booklet.  The Friends have gone ahead and developed a website and information sheet for travellers.  These can be kept up to date with minimal effort and cost. Some of the outstanding money from the grant has been spent on a GPS which was used to accurately fix the interpretative posts described in the information sheet. $527 is still outstanding and this amount is being held by the Friends pending a decision from the Board on the information booklet.  A letter explaining this situation has been forwarded to the Volunteer Support Unit.

2. Yellabinna Regional Reserve 10 year review. Bill has written a response to DEH explaining that mining is not welcomed by the Friends of the         Great Victoria Desert. It was noted that during the recent working bee the rehabilitation work following     mining exploration work was pretty good. It was difficult to find evidence of the tracks. David Mitchell in support of the Friends of Parks has emphasised the importance of adequate staffing for outback parks and reserves.

3. Help wanted for research projects:
(a) a letter from Greg Guerin re endangered flora research.

(b) a letter from John King who is keen to work with us at sometime re Princess Parrot Research.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: (Bill Dowling)
Nil. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT. (Neville Hudson) 

Nil- see below, Certificates of Appreciation

TREASURER’S REPORT. (Shelagh Bond)

Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the period up until 01.11.09. See statement attached.

SALES MANAGER’S REPORT

Doug Smith reported that Plant Booklet sales have been good. 157 books have been sold since the last meeting. There are still 1000 books in stock. 

SOCIAL REPORT

Jim Bond advised members that there will be an Australia Day “Get Together” at 11:00 am at the Apex Park, West Beach. Participants to bring everything. Contact Jim to advise if you are coming: 82580934 or jamesshe@bigpond.com
A successful board walk and luncheon at the Salisbury Wetlands was enjoyed by 11 members in September.

OTHER BUSINESS

Certificates of Appreciation.

Certificates for those members who have contributed 10 years of continuous service to the Friends of The Great Victoria Desert are made available by the DEH Volunteer Support Unit. There have been previous presentations to Friends of GVD members who have qualified. Certificates issued at this meeting should ensure that all eligible members have received one.

As none of this year’s recipients were present they will be mailed out.

Certificates will be sent to: Mick Hutton, Phil Sexton, Alan and Caroline Maplesden, Neil and Vicki Reynolds, Geoff and Judith Thorpe, Ann Beadell, Mike and Barbara Frank, William and Dorothy Bushby, Lynton and Karen Huxley, Charles and Margaret Norman, Bill and Doreen Matheson, Des and Maureen Philips, Eric Wilson, Richard Barnes, George and Ruth Aspley.

Volunteer Support Grant 2009.

On behalf on the group President Bill made an application for a grant this year and was successful. The group received $3700. The guidelines for 2009 specified that the grant was not to be used for travel expenses alone but fuel could be a component of a grant application. Hand held UHF radios for use during working bee field trips were therefore included. The money has been used to purchase two UHF Radios and cheques to partially reimburse fuel costs for the 2009 Field Trip participants have been mailed.
Field Trip 2009 Report and Discussion- Neville discussed the analysis he has done of the Animal Track monitoring data collected. Feed back to the DEH officers and Rick Southgate will include suggestions for alterations to make the data collection forms more user friendly. We hope to do more animal tracking in next years surveys. 

Kathryn Gaukroger suggested that it would be appropriate to have a special T-shirt with a logo to wear during the field trips. After a brief discussion it was decided that Kathryn will make some investigations and bring ideas to the Feb. meeting.

2010 Field Trip-Ian Jackson reported that a meeting was held on 2nd Nov with Bill, Neville, Peter and Ian to do some preliminary planning. A proposal was put forward that there be two groups. One starting at Ceduna and one from Coober Pedy and they would met at Maralinga. Discussion indicated that members would prefer the groups to travel together, so a suggestion was made that a leap-frogging style of trip be attempted. The group recognises that a large group can make it more difficult to complete different types of surveys.

It was resolved that more ideas be discussed at the next meeting.

Succession Planing- Shelagh raised the need for members to consider nominating for positions at the next AGM.  Bill noted that he will not be re-nominating for president.

Doug Smith has been talking to people from the Endangered Species Group and they would be interested in our assistance with projects in 2011.

The group was advised that Michael Huxley, our previous guest speaker and bird photographer, has come 2nd in the National Science Awards. Congratulations, Michael.

The dates for next years meetings are: 19th Feb (Annual General Meeting)

                                                              18th June

                                                              5th Nov

All meetings will start at 7.30pm at the Camden Park Community Centre.

The meeting closed at 9:25 pm.

Supper and socialising followed.

Next Meeting: Will be the AGM held on:

Friday 19th Feb 2010 at  7.30 pm at Camden Park Community Centre.

The main business of this meeting will be:

· Agreement on a plan for the 2010 Field Trip

· Election of Office Bearers for 2010
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	RECEIPTS
	Prevoius Total
	Month $
	Year to Date $
	EXPENDITURE
	Prevoius Total
	Month $
	Year to Date $

	Membership
	$915.00
	 
	$915.00
	Postage
	$127.30
	 
	$127.30

	Donations
	$15.00
	 
	$15.00
	Stationery
	 
	 
	$0.00

	Book Sales
	$2,043.65
	$147.55
	$2,191.20
	Photo Copying
	 
	 
	$0.00

	Interest
	$14.00
	$0.98
	$14.98
	Phone
	$13.56
	 
	$13.56

	 
	
	 
	 
	Internet
	$7.20
	 
	$7.20

	Grants
	
	 
	$0.00
	Rent
	 
	 
	$0.00

	Bad/Sticker
	$2.00
	 
	$2.00
	Fees/Subs
	 
	 
	$0.00

	 
	
	 
	 
	Grants-booklet
	 
	 
	$0.00

	 
	
	 
	 
	Grants
	 
	 
	$0.00

	 
	
	 
	 
	Bank Charges
	$3.80
	 
	$3.80

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Misc
	
	$22.00
	$22.00
	Misc.
	$36.80
	 
	$36.80

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$3,160.18
	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$188.66

	OPENING BALANCE
	 
	 
	$5,003.76
	 
	 
	 
	 

	INCOME TO DATE
	 
	 
	$3,160.18
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sub.total
	 
	 
	$8,163.94 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	EXPENSES TO DATE
	 
	 
	188.66
	 
	 
	
	 

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$7,975.28
	 
	 
	 
	 

	GRANT MONIES HELD
	 
	AMOUNT $
	
	
	

	1998 Park Guide
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	20/10/2009
	
	Hon Treasurer
	Shelagh Bond

	Plant Identikit Booklet
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	

	2006friends grant
	 
	$1,000.00
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


