FRIENDS OF THE GREAT VICTORIA DESERT PARKS

GENERAL MEETING

Friday 7 November  2008

Camden Park Community Centre

MEETING COMMENCED: 7:32 pm 

The President, Bill Dowling, introduced the guest speaker Rob Langley from PIRSA who gave an illuminating address on the approval process for mineral and geo-thermal exploration and production with particular reference to the GVD and the Officer Basin.  Rob was ably assisted by Allan Kane.

FORMAL BUSINESS MEETING: Meeting re-opened at 8:21 pm

ATTENDANCE: Bill Dowling, Jim & Shelagh Bond, Jan Forrest,  Ian Jackson, Peter Facy, Doug Smith, Heather Woods, Gordon & Rosemary Smith, Phil & Kathryn Gaukroger, Mal & Val Hansen, Mark Shephard.

VISITORS: Phil Prust, Allan Kane (PIRSA), Rob Langley (PIRSA)

APOLOGIES: Neil and Shelagh Matthews, Gaynor & Johan van der Walt, Ruth Grgurich, Dene Cordes, Doreen & Bill Matheson, Arlene Dowling, Gill & Anne Ross, Gary & Joan Vine, Neville & June Hudson.

PREVIOUS MINUTES: Distributed by email and regular mail. 
Moved as a true & correct record - Jim Bond, seconded Doug Smith. CARRIED

CORRESPONDENCE: 

Members are invited to refer to important correspondence held in a blue folder. A reasonably up-to-date list of the correspondence is always available on the website.

Correspondence relevant to this meeting:

1.) Notice drawn to DEH courses. It was suggested that members check the Friends of Parks Website ( http://www.communitywebs.org/FriendsofParks/ ) regularly for details as our group meetings are infrequent.

2.) David Mitchell, President, Friends of Parks (FOP): FOP was pleased to have our support for removal of the “gagging” clause in the FOP / DEH memorandum of understanding.

3.) Bill thanked Kosette and  Brett for their support in our successful VSU grant application. The group received $2500.

4.) Kosette, on behalf of D.E.H., forwarded some booklets of bonus vouchers for volunteers.
5.) Letter to Alinytjara Wilurara NRM Board re new mining tracks and future work with the Board.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Bill Dowling. Covered in other sections of the minutes.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Shelagh Bond
The Treasurer presented the attached report to the end of the month of September. Most cheques distributing grant money to Field Trip Participants have been written and passed on.

EDITOR’S REPORT:  Jan Forrest is aiming to produce the next newsletter before Christmas. Further contributions welcomed.

FIELD TRIP REPORT: Peter Facy reported on the 2008 trip.

Considerations for future planning:

· It was suggested that we think of a trip involving less travel for 2009, eg Yellabinna / Yumbarra.  This could encourage more participants.

· The 2009 trip could also be a month earlier in cooler weather, eg first two weeks of August.

· Camping at one site for several nights helped with group cohesiveness. 

       Ian Jackson made comment on photos from the 2008 Field trip.

· A website for public viewing of the photos has been established.

· 2008 Field Trip personnel to approve the photos and delete if they feel it is necessary.

· All the photos on the site are in categories for easy viewing.

· Photos of Daisy Bates camp site area have been removed for conservation reasons.

· A link to the photo sharing website will be placed in the “Field Trips” section of our own website in December.

SALES MANAGER: Doug Smith reports that sales are slow. Only 83 of the reprint copies have been sold so far. He asked members to seek extra outlets in tourist areas. He also suggested that the books would make good Christmas presents. Members are invited to contact Doug on 8268 4625 to arrange a purchase.

SOCIAL OFFICER: Jim Bond reported that the St Kilda Picnic was a great success. We had exclusive use of the Board Walk.

Christmas gathering (held in Jan) To be held on Australia Day Monday January 26th at Apex Park, Sir Donald Bradman Drive. 11 am start. Details to be posted on the website and in the Newsletter.

OTHER BUSINESS

PLANNING FOR 2009

1. Consider having the next field trip in early August.

2. Objectives for 2009 field trip; eg Plant Surveys, Sign post maintenance, clean up.

3. Members indicated  interest in participating in such a field trip.

4. Planning group to bring a proposal to the February meeting.  

Actions:

· Ian and Peter to contact Jeff Foulkes.
· Trevor Coleman to contact Brett Dalzell at Ceduna re a Clean Up. 

· Bill Dowling to follow up the Mallee Fowl survey with NRM Board. (Lorraine Rosenberg)

· Neville Hudson to be asked to be on the planning committee.

MINING TRACKS

The issue of tracks created by mining operations was discussed. It was resolved that our group may comment on mining operations outside national parks if asked to do so, but that the parks are our primary area of interest.  Accordingly, exploration activity close to park boundaries may be an issue on which the Friends of the GVD would provide comment.

FEES FOR 2009

The subscription for 2009 will be $25.00 per membership (ie per family or single person).

Moved Jim Bond, seconded Phil Gaukroger. CARRIED

ROADS IN THE GVD AREA

There was some discussion on what constitutes a public road and what permits are needed to travel to the parks.  It was agreed that, regardless of the technicalities, the Friends of the GVD should always apply for the relevant permits so that we are seen to be “doing the right thing”.

NAME BADGES 

Trevor Coleman to ascertain who requires name badges and Bill to print new badges. ACTION: Bill Dowling and T.C.

DIARY DATES 2009

Tentative dates for meetings; Friday 27.02.2009, Friday 19.06.2009 & Friday 06.11.2009. These are yet to be confirmed with Camden Park Community Centre.

GUEST SPEAKERS FOR 2009 

It was suggested that one of the topics be about the Princess Parrot in the GVD. It was mentioned that Michael Huxley, Oliphant Award Recipient for photography of birds, be asked to share his DVD and speak to the group.

RECOMMENDATION FROM PIRSA REPRESENTATIVE (Allan Kane)
Allan from PIRSA acknowledged the good work done by the Friends of GVD and suggested that we continue to promote our work through the website and make use of technologies such as Google Earth and photosharing sites such as  Panorama and Picasa.

MEETING CLOSED at 9:33 pm

NEXT MEETING

This will be the 2009 Annual General Meeting and a new president would be appreciated, so please consider standing for this position (the current president is a very good-looking bloke but he’s not a very good president as he is always away and can’t attend to the regular business of the group – eg the lateness of these minutes).

7.30 pm, Friday 27 February 2009 at the Camden Park Community Centre, 7 Carlisle St, Camden Park, SA.  (subject to confirmation – please check the website, www.fgvd.org.au)

Draft Agenda for the 2009 AGM (see the website in January for a full agenda)

Guest Speaker - we will try to arrange for someone from the State Herbarium to discuss the results of our 2008 vegetation survey work
Apologies

Minutes of the Previous Meeting & Business Arising

Correspondence 

Reports (if present):

President

Secretary

Treasurer

Sales Manager

Liaison Ranger

Editor

Safety Officer

Social Officer

Brookfield Liaison Officer

Other Business

2009 Field Trip Proposal

Close
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	RECEIPTS
	Prevoius Total
	Month $
	Year to Date $
	EXPENDITURE
	Prevoius Total
	Month $
	Year to Date $

	Membership
	$980.00
	 
	$980.00
	Postage
	$55.50
	 
	$55.50

	Donations
	$25.00
	 
	$25.00
	Stationery
	$53.60
	 
	$53.60

	Book Sales
	$315.10
	 
	$315.10
	Photo Copying
	$94.57
	 
	$94.57

	Interest
	$159.76
	$13.83
	$173.59
	Phone
	$9.46
	 
	$9.46

	 
	
	 
	 
	Internet
	$30.43
	 
	$30.43

	Grants
	
	 
	$0.00
	Rent
	$105.00
	 
	$105.00

	Bad/Sticker
	
	 
	$0.00
	Fees/Subs
	$20.00
	 
	$20.00

	 
	
	 
	 
	Grants-booklet
	$4,957.70
	 
	$4,957.70

	 
	
	 
	 
	Grants
	 
	 
	$0.00

	 
	
	 
	 
	Bank Charges
	$15.45
	 
	$15.45

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Misc
	
	 
	$0.00
	Misc.
	$208.50
	$373.00
	$581.50

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$1,493.69
	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$5,923.21

	OPENING BALANCE
	 
	 
	$9,622.44
	 
	 
	 
	 

	INCOME TO DATE
	 
	 
	$1,493.69
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sub.total
	 
	 
	$11,116.13 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	EXPENSES TO DATE
	 
	 
	5,923.21
	 
	 
	
	 

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$5,192.92
	 
	 
	 
	 

	GRANT MONIES HELD
	 
	AMOUNT $
	
	
	

	1998 Park Guide
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	Hon Treasurer
	Shelagh Bond

	Plant Identikit Booklet
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	6/10/2008
	
	
	

	2006friends grant
	 
	$1,000.00
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