Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks

www.fgvd.org.au
MEMBERS’ UPDATE

(to accompany the minutes of the general meeting of 19 June 09)

2009 FIELD TRIP
There have been several developments since the meeting:

1. 22 members in 12 vehicles are now expected to participate.

2. 7 vegetation quadrats and 7 animal “tracks and scats” quadrats will be surveyed.

3. 26 photopoint images will be taken at DEH quadrat locations.

4. The “tracks and scats” training will be conducted by Rick Southgate from DEH over the first couple of days in the desert.

5. We will record birds and reptiles and monitor malleefowl tracks.

6. Some environmental rehabilitation work will also take place.

Trip organiser Peter Facy will send detailed information to the participants soon.
FRIENDS OF PARKS SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS
The Volunteer Support Unit regularly sends us notices of free seminars and workshops for volunteers.  Many of them are relevant to Friends of the GVD.  Please check the Friends of Parks website page at http://www.communitywebs.org/FriendsofParks/ for details.  Friends of Parks e-News is available at the same address.

Bill Dowling

President 

08 8339 6562

arlbill@internode.on.net
4 July 2009

FRIENDS OF GREAT VICTORIA DESERT PARKS

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Held on Friday 19th June   2009

At The Camden Park Community Centre

MEETING OPENED: 7:35 pm 

President, Bill Dowling, welcomed the 37 people who had come to the meeting and made comment that it was pleasing to see so many attending a June meeting.  A special welcome was extended to new members Judy & Brian Morton and visitors.

Bill acknowledged the Kaurna people as the traditional custodians of the land the where the meeting is held and the Maralinga Tjarutja and other people of the Great Victoria Desert Country. 

GUEST SPEAKER: Michael Huxley is an expert bird photographer with a keen interest in birds. In April this year he made a 12 day visit to the Great Victoria Desert to photograph the birds of the area and hopefully to find and photograph the Princess Parrot. During that time he was able to locate 66 species of bird but the Princess Parrot was not located.

Michael shared some excellent video footage of the birds he saw during the trip. He also showed footage of other birds that can be found in the Great Victoria Desert. The talk gave members an appreciation of the GVD avifauna and will help members in identifying birds during future Field Trips.

In addition to the bird photos Michael had a selection of pictures of lizards seen in April. Of special note was the Thorny Devil.  The meeting was also favoured with some photographs of birds Michael had located on a recent tour of Cape Yorke Peninsula. 

ATTENDANCE: Jim Bond, Mark & Anne Shepard, Ross Mathews, Kevin & Fiona O’Connor, Judy & Brian Morton, Jan DeWit, Karen, Lynton & Michael Huxley, Des and Flora Bain, Phil Prust, Neil & Shelagh Matthews, Rosemary & Gordon Smith, Johan & Gaynor vander Walt, Geoff Thorpe,  Anne Beadell,  Phil Sexton, Heather Woods, Doug Smith, June & Neville Hudson, Josie Cosica,  Phil & Kathryn Gaukroger, Peter Facy, Bill Dowling, Ian Jackson, Ian & Oriana Williams.

VISITORS: Noel Blythe, Keryn Kay.

APOLOGIES: Terrie & Trevor Coleman, Arlene Matheson-Dowling, Mal & Val Hansen, Shelagh Bond, Jan Forrest.

PREVIOUS MINUTES: The minutes of the meeting of 27 February were moved as a true & correct record.  Moved; Doug Smith, Seconded; Jim Bond, Carried

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES:

Continuous Membership of GVD: Neville tabled a collated list of people who have been continuous members of the group for 10 to 15 years. Members were invited to view the list to ensure that no-one had been overlooked. It is planned to present a Certificate of Appreciation to these people at the November Meeting. ACTION – Neville to arrange for the certificates from the Volunteer Support Unit (DEH).
CORRESPONDENCE: 

Significant correspondence was tabled.  There were three items of significance for discussion:

1. Bill has received requests from groups seeking our group’s response to mining operations in the GVD. He has responded on behalf of the group making these points;

· Some parks within the GVD are designated as reserves that allow mining operations. Our group believes that this is inappropriate.

· When roads are made by companies they need to be created in such a way that they contribute to the amenity of the area in a positive way. They need to have minimal impact, taking care to avoid vegetation of significance and not create drainage patterns that interfere with the local ecology.

· Remediation is required after any exploration and/or mining pursuits. 

· Companies need to ensure there is continuous appropriate consultation with the traditional owners.

Bill invited anyone with comments, thoughts or contributions on this matter to speak with him.

2. SA Government Budget Cuts to DEH. The DEH is likely to be affected by a cut in the number of rangers working in SA Parks. Friends of Parks, though President, David Mitchell, has written to the Minister for The Environment & Heritage, Jay Weatherill. His main points included; 

· The ratio of DEH staff to volunteers assisting with the welfare of our natural environment will be further out of balance. 

· Service delivery will be reduced to concerning levels.

· Rangers have a very valuable role in the operation of DEH services.

Bill has written to David Mitchell in support of the Friends of Parks and emphasised the importance of adequate staffing for outback parks and reserves.

3. Correspondence between Bill & Tony Magor, Senior Ranger, Outback, Port Augusta re the possibility of a GVD 2010 Field Trip that would include the Tallaringa Conservation Park. To assist with the provision of appropriate interpretive information within the park Bill has suggested that the Friends of GVD could visit the area, create descriptions of the vegetation or other features and make this available via printed leaflets or web based sources. The relevant places within the park would be designated by posts numbered in a similar manner to those in the Mamungari Park. This would mean minimal initial cost for DEH and low ongoing expenses. Further to the 2010 Field Trip Planning Ann Beadell has reminded the group of the previous 2005 trip that included a visit to Maralinga. Consideration is being given to travelling south from the Emu site via Observatory Hill to Maralinga after working in the Tallaringa Conservation Park. Vegetation surveys would continue to be part of the field trip. Comments and further suggestions from members are encouraged.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

· Bill has recently met with Jeff Axford, DEH, Port Augusta.

· Applications for the 2009 Volunteers Support Grant have been invited.  A total of $60,000 is available to be allocated for successful “Friends of ” groups. Last year the Friends of GVD were successful and received a grant to help pay for the fuel used during the field trip. Although the terms outlined in the Volunteer’s Support Grant this year have been changed, the group will make an appropriate application.  Applications close 24th July. ACTION: Bill Dowling.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: (Neville Hudson)

· The Eyre Peninsula Natural Resources Management Board invite representatives of Friends of GVD to a Climate Change Forum at Whyalla on Thursday 2 July 6.45 pm. Speakers include; Professor Tim Flannery, Dr. Mark Stafford Smith & Dr. Tim Moore. See Neville if interested.

· We would like to have Christobel Mattingley to speak at our November meeting. She has recently released a book called “Maralinga: The Anangu Story” which incorporates artwork and stories from the Anangu people of Yalata and Oak Valley. If anyone can assist with a contact address to contact Christobel please pass on to Neville.

TREASURER’S REPORT: (Shelagh Bond deputised by Jim Bond.)

Jim Bond presented the Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for the period up until 13.06.09. on behalf of the treasurer Shelagh Bond. He noted that there were 41 paid up memberships to date. See statement attached.

EDITOR’S REPORT:
Jan Forrest currently overseas but would no doubt welcome member profiles, photos, cook’s corner articles, mechanical advice and other ideas. 

SALES MANAGER’S REPORT:

Doug Smith reported that plant booklet sales are picking up. We have sold quite a few when giving the talk on “Plants of the GVD”. TC has found places for 48 on his current trip to WA. Four have been ordered following a review of the book in “On the Road” magazine. Wadlata Centre in Port Augusta ordered 20.

SOCIAL REPORT:

Jim Bond reminded members of the visit to the Salisbury Wetlands, 27th September. Meet at 10.30am for a walk followed by lunch at the Watershed Café. All welcome. Contact Jim for more details and to advise of your attendance so that he can liase with the Café.  Phone: (08) 8258 0934 

email jamesshe@bigpond.com.

OTHER BUSINESS:
Field Trip 2009 - Peter Facy:
The registrations for this year’s field trip in August have closed. Twenty six people in 14 vehicles have registered. The group will meet at Ceduna on Sunday 2nd August to leave and move to Googs Track on Monday 3rd. The group will be engaged in various biological surveys and track maintenance near Goog’s Track. There will be 3- 4 night stops rather than moving each day whenever possible. Planning has been slow up until now because of DEH workloads but it is hoped that progress will be better within the next few weeks. Participants will be involved in three main activities; (a) Vegetation surveys- co-ordinated by Peter Facy. (b) Animal (Tracks and Scats) & Bird (emphasis on Mallefowl) Surveys- co-ordinated by Neville. (c) Goog’s Track Maintenance (under the direction of Brett Dalzell and James Tomlinson (Ceduna DEH))- co-ordinated by Ian Jackson.

Participants who were at the meeting indicated an interest in a “Tracks and Scats” training session that might be available during July. There was a preference to avoid Tuesdays and Wednesdays if possible.

Invitation to join a possible Malleefowl Survey in the GVD later this year: Matthew Ward, DEH Adelaide, would welcome members of Friends of  GVD to join a survey to monitor Malleefowl later this year. Any one interested contact Neville H. 04298 04100   

Ilkurlka Roadhouse:  Members were advised that Peter Twigg the manager of the roadhouse is seeking someone to manage it for a few weeks to give him some time off. Ilkurlka is on the Anne Beadell Highway about 100 kms from the South Australian border. Anyone interested should contact Ilkurlka on (08) 9037 1147.

Fund Raising CD Sale: Jim Bond had been given a number of CDs that to be sold as a fund raiser for the group. At 50 cents each, many were sold.

Potential New Members: Those interested in joining the Friends of GVD were invited to see Jim Bond for membership applications. 

The meeting closed at 9:25 pm.

Supper and socialising followed.

NEXT MEETING

FRIDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 2009, 7.30 PM

CAMDEN PARK COMMUNITY CENTRE
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	RECEIPTS
	Prevoius Total
	Month $
	Year to Date $
	EXPENDITURE
	Prevoius Total
	Month $
	Year to Date $
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Membership
	$715.00
	$150.00
	$865.00
	Postage
	$22.00
	$60.20
	$82.20
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Donations
	$15.00
	 
	$15.00
	Stationery
	 
	 
	$0.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Book Sales
	$626.60
	$372.25
	$998.85
	Photo Copying
	 
	 
	$0.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Interest
	$10.39
	$0.83
	$11.22
	Phone
	$3.10
	$6.00
	$9.10
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	Internet
	$1.25
	$1.25
	$2.50
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grants
	
	 
	$0.00
	Rent
	 
	 
	$0.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bad/Sticker
	
	$2.00
	$2.00
	Fees/Subs
	 
	 
	$0.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	Grants-booklet
	 
	 
	$0.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	Grants
	 
	 
	$0.00
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	Bank Charges
	$0.95
	$1.90
	$2.85
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Misc
	
	 
	$0.00
	Misc.
	 
	$33.50
	$33.50
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$1,892.07
	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$130.15
	
	
	
	
	
	

	OPENING BALANCE
	 
	 
	$5,003.76
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	INCOME TO DATE
	 
	 
	$1,892.07
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sub.total
	 
	 
	$6,895.83 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	                                                       
	
	

	EXPENSES TO DATE
	 
	 
	130.15
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$6,765.68
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	GRANT MONIES HELD
	 
	AMOUNT $
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1998 Park Guide
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	13/06/2009
	
	Hon Treasurer
	Shelagh Bond
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plant Identikit Booklet
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2006friends grant
	 
	$1,000.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


