Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks

www.fgvd.org.au
MEMBERS’ UPDATE

(to accompany the minutes of the general meeting of 20 June 2008)

Working Bee
Preparations are well in hand, thanks to Neville Hudson, Peter Facy and Ian Jackson.  Neville took advantage of a last-minute vegetation survey training opportunity and the working bee organisers attended a two-day workshop provided (at no cost to the Friends) by Janet Pedler of the Nature Conservation Society.  Valuable survey skills were gained during this professional, thorough course.  Further training will be provided by state herbarium staff in August.

October Outing to St Kilda

Jim Bond has organised a walk among the mangroves and picnic at St Kilda (north of Adelaide - off the Port Wakefield Rd).  All members, prospective members and friends are invited.  This will be a good time to catch up on how things went at the working bee.

Meet at the start of the St Kilda Mangrove Trail at 10am on Sunday October 19.  We will do the walk (entry fee is $6.90 or $5.90 concession) and then enjoy a picnic in the recreational area nearby. Bring your own everything.

Newsletter
Editor Jan Forrest is looking for articles for the next Friends Newsletter.  Send your contributions to her at forrestjan@adam.com.au or post to The Editor, Friends of the Great Victoria Desert, C/- South Australian Museum, North Terrace, ADELAIDE, 5000

Friends of Parks Activities

Friends of Parks Inc is the ‘umbrella’ body for parks support groups like us.  It is supported by the Department of Environment and Heritage’s Volunteer Support Unit.

Friends of Parks AGM, 5 May at Farrell Flat – I attended this meeting at which David Mitchell was elected as the new president of Friends of Parks.

Friends of Parks Forum, 15-17 August at Wilpena Pound - Interesting talks and tours.  Full details at: flindersfriendsforum.org.au.  Doug Smith and Heather Woods will represent our group and any other interested members are encouraged to attend.

Free Seminars, Workshops, etc - The Volunteer Support Unit regularly sends us notices of various free seminars and workshops for volunteers.  See the Friends of Parks website page at http://www.communitywebs.org/FriendsofParks/ for details, or contact me.  One coming up which may interest members is Safe Chemical Handling – 23 August 2008 at Morialta.

Bill Dowling

President

08 8339 6562

arlbill@internode.on.net
21/07/08

FRIENDS OF GREAT VICTORIA DESERT PARKS

 GENERAL MEETING

Held on Friday 20th June   2008

At The Camden Park Community Centre

MEETING COMMENCED: 7:35 pm 

President, Bill Dowling, welcomed all and extended a special welcome to visitors and new members.

He then welcomed guest speaker for the evening, John Zwar, President, Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden, Port Augusta.

John outlined the history of the establishment of the arid lands garden from the first plans in 1981, the Friends group forming in 1984 to the final opening in 1996.The site of the 200 acre garden includes part of the upper reaches of Spencer Gulf and Red Cliffs, which were climbed by Matthew Flinders who then took sightings of Mount Brown in the distance to the East. Grants from Western Mining Company and various levels of government, along with hard work and fundraising by the Friends, finally saw the gardens open. They are still developing new areas and building the collection. John illustrated his talk with some superb photos of the gardens and flowers, including many of their extensive Eremophila collection.  John invited members to call in any time as the gardens are open every day except Christmas day and entry is free. There are board walks, self-guided walks, good bird-watching and the Eco style visitors centre with a shop and café. For more information go to the internet. “Google” Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden and several sites will come up. 

The president thanked John and presented him with a gift from the group.

FORMAL BUSINESS MEETING: Opened at 8:45 pm.

Bill acknowledged that our meeting was being held on Kaurna Land and custodians of the Great Victoria Desert Country were the indigenous groups including the Tjarutja and the Kokatha. 

ATTENDANCE: June & Neville Hudson, Bill Dowling, Jim & Shelagh Bond, Jan Forrest,  Ian Jackson, Peter Facy, Mike Harrison, Doug Smith, Heather Woods, Bill Matheson

New members: Gordon & Rosemary Smith, Johan van der Walt, Neil & Shelagh Matthews.

VISITORS: Ron Zwar and Guest Speaker John Zwar.
APOLOGIES: Gil & Ann Ross, TC & Terri Coleman, Arlene Dowling, Ruth Grgurich, Mark Shephard.  

PREVIOUS MINUTES: The president explained to members that the minutes had been distributed by email and regular mail and, to save time, would not be read at the meeting. 
Moved as a true & correct record.

Moved Jan Forrest, seconded Shelagh Bond. Carried.

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

a.) The Field Guide “Shrubs and Trees of the Great Victoria Desert”: 
Doug Smith reported that he has taken delivery of the new stock of 2000 reprinted books. Minor corrections have been made and the website address has been added.

Bill Dowling asked members to suggest ways we can distribute the book either directly to the public or through wholesalers. People are encouraged to contact Doug.

b.) New Patron.

At a previous meeting Ann Beadell had suggested that we approach Mark Shephard to be co-patron with her. Bill Dowling has approached Mark and he was pleased to accept this position.

c.) Information Sheet Update: A double sided A4 information sheet has been developed from the previous edition. It has been created as a Microsoft Word document so it is easily altered and included within the website. People are encouraged to print copies from the web page. One hundred copies have been printed and members were invited to take some for general distribution. Two hundred copies will be taken for distribution during the working bee.  A new edition will be produced following road testing of the interpretative trail at the working bee.

The information sheet gives basic information about GVD Parks and the activities of the Friends of GVD, It also has an application for membership.

DEH may produce a detailed “brochure” about the parks at a later stage and we have offered to help with this.. 

d.) Safety Officer: Jim Bond has taken on this role having completed the relevant training. Gill Ross hopes to be able to assist at a later stage.

CORRESPONDENCE: 

Note: To expedite the meetings, members are invited to refer to important correspondence held in a blue folder.  The committee will address the issues from correspondence at committee meetings.  Correspondence relevant to members, e.g. DEH events and/or courses is listed on the website and is kept up to date between meetings. 

Two items of correspondence were addressed at this meeting.

1.)  Anglogold Ashanti Mining Company mine at Plumridge Lakes. The Environmental Officer from the company has written to the Friends of GVD, as stakeholders for the desert, to comment  on the Tropicana Gold Mine project to be developed adjacent to the Plumridge Lakes Reserve in W.A., half way between Neale’s Junction and Rawlinna. The president has responded to the company emphasising that, because the mine site is in W.A., we have little contact with this area. However, we are interested in the general welfare of all parts of the GVD and wish to ensure the appropriate environmental rehabilitation of the site.  We would also be interested in sharing plant and bird lists to complement our records.

 Contact was originally made with this company by Doug Smith’s promotion of the “Shrubs and Trees of the Great Victoria Desert” publication.

2.) Rehabilitation of mining activities in the desert: Rob Langley from PIRSA has been involved with the rehabilitation of sites and tracks after mining exploration in Australia. He wishes to ensure that seismic shot lines are no longer visible to visitors to areas such as the GVD. He is interested in our ability to report the condition of these “lines” during working bees. If they are easily seen by the public, further damage could result from their illegal use as 4WD tracks. Rob will explore this in more detail as our guest speaker at the November general meeting.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

Committee meeting - held on Wednesday 12th March 2008.  The committee authorised the reprint of “Shrubs and Trees of the Great Victoria Desert”. An extra $ 782 from general funds was spent to increase the purchase to 2000 books for $4597. This made the price per book much more viable and the committee is confident the books will be sold within a comfortable period of time.  

Working Bee  - a Volunteer Support Grant application for funds to support this year’s Working Bee has been submitted.

Publicity - The Friends of The GVD were represented at the ABC “Car Park Caper” by Jan Forrest and at the Port Augusta and Gawler Australian Plant Societies by Bill Dowling. Also we will be represented by Heather Woods and Doug Smith at the 2008 Friends of Parks Forum.

New President of Friends of Parks. David Mitchell is now the president of this group.

SECRETARY’S REPORT:

Neville requested that people ensure any work that they do on behalf of the group is recorded on the DEH Volunteers “Pink Forms” Please advise Neville.

RANGER’S REPORT: Nil

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

The Treasurer, Shelagh Bond, tabled the report attached.

Treasurer’s Report accepted 

Moved; Neville Hudson.       Seconded; Peter Facy, Carried

EDITOR’S REPORT:

Jan Forrest will begin the next edition of the Newsletter and requests articles from members.

WORKING BEE: Peter Facy

· The Working Bee sub-committee is Peter Facy, Ian Jackson, Bill Dowling and Neville Hudson.

· The participants will meet at Ceduna on Saturday 30th August for departure on Sunday.

· The group will photograph 59 DEH Vegetation sites and complete plant surveys of 5 vegetation sites.

· In addition to the vegetation surveys, Jan Forrest and Jo Wood will be concentrating on an invertebrate survey and collection for the South Australian Museum.

· Wednesday 13th August will be a training day at the Herbarium for the sub committee. Possibly a further training opportunity for working bee participants will be conducted by the sub-committee.

SAFETY OFFICER: Jim Bond.

Jim has attended the training “In Safe Hands”.

SOCIAL OFFICER: Jim Bond. 

There will be a “bring your own picnic” at the Saint Kilda Board Walk on Sunday 19th October,  beginning at 10:00 am
OTHER BUSINESS

Draft DEH motor Vehicle Access Policy. Refer to the DEH website. Friends of Parks has been involved in developing this policy on vehicles in South Australian parks.  Please forward any comments to Bill Dowling and he will collate and forward to DEH.

Heather Woods & Doug Smith drew attention to; (1) New Friends of Simpson Desert Brochures, (2) an article about the Mamungari Reserve in the Nissan 4WD Club Magazine.

NEXT MEETING

7.30 pm on Friday 7 November 2008 at the Camden Park Community Centre, 7 Carlisle St, Camden Park, SA.
Draft Agenda for November 7th Meeting (see the website in October for a full agenda)

Guest Speaker - Rob Langley from the Department of Primary Industries and Resources. Rob works on the rehabilitation of desert areas following mining company activity. He is interested in discussing whether the Friends can assist in environmental monitoring during future working bees
Opening

Apologies, Minutes of the Previous Meeting

Business Arising

Correspondence 

Reports (if present):

President

Secretary

Treasurer

Sales Manager

Working Bee

Liaison Ranger

Editor

Safety Officer

Social Officer

Brookfield Liaison Officer

Other Business

Close

Attachment to the minutes of the Friends of the GVD general meeting of 20 June 2008

	
	
	
	financial report 2008
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RECEIPTS
	Prevoius Total
	Month $
	Year to Date $
	EXPENDITURE
	Prevoius Total
	Month $
	Year to Date $
	

	Membership
	$760.00
	$40.00
	$800.00
	Postage
	$52.85
	$1.20
	$54.05
	

	Donations
	$25.00
	 
	$25.00
	Stationery
	$28.60
	$25.00
	$53.60
	

	Book Sales
	$54.00
	$93.15
	$147.15
	Photo Copying
	$77.42
	 
	$77.42
	

	Interest
	$102.86
	$14.48
	$117.34
	Phone
	 
	$9.46
	$9.46
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	Internet
	$27.43
	$3.00
	$30.43
	

	Grants
	
	 
	$0.00
	Rent
	$105.00
	 
	$105.00
	

	Bad/Sticker
	
	 
	$0.00
	Fees/Subs
	$20.00
	 
	$20.00
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	Grants-booklet
	 
	$4,957.70
	$4,957.70
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	Grants
	 
	 
	$0.00
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	Bank Charges
	$4.75
	$7.85
	$12.60
	

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Misc
	
	 
	$0.00
	Misc.
	 
	$107.00
	$107.00
	

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$1,089.49
	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$5,427.26
	

	OPENING BALANCE
	 
	 
	$9,622.44
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	INCOME TO DATE
	 
	 
	$1,089.49
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Sub.total
	 
	 
	$10,711.93 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	EXPENSES TO DATE
	 
	 
	5,427.26
	 
	 
	
	 
	

	TOTAL
	 
	 
	$5,284.67
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	GRANT MONIES HELD
	 
	AMOUNT $
	
	
	
	

	1998 Park Guide
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	Hon Treasurer
	Shelagh Bond
	

	Plant Identikit Booklet
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	
	13/06/2008
	
	
	
	

	2006friends grant
	 
	$1,000.00
	
	
	
	
	
	


