FRIENDS OF GREAT VICTORIA DESERT PARKS

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Held on Friday 19th February    2010

At The Camden Park Community Centre

MEETING OPENED: 7:35 pm 

President, Bill Dowling, welcomed all especially visitors and prospective members.  Bill acknowledged the Kauna people who are the traditional custodians of the land where the GVD meetings are held and the Maralinga Tjarutja people of the Great Victoria Desert. 

GUEST SPEAKERS: In lieu of guest speaker a group of members showed slides and spoke about their trip to South east Queensland in early winter 2009. Included in the group were Peter Facy, Ian Jackson, Jan deWit, and Bill Dowling.  Points of interest included the Tree of Knowledge, Stockman’s Hall of Fame, the Qantas Museum, vegetation in the region and outback pubs!  They were keen to follow the back roads along the Darling on their return trip but widespread rain meant all the dirt roads were closed so it was necessary to travel home on sealed roads.

ATTENDANCE: Jim & Shelagh Bond, Terrie & Trevor Coleman, Ruth Grgurich, Heather Wood, Doug Smith, June & Neville Hudson, Des and Flora Bain, Bill & Arlene Dowling, Neil and  Shelagh Matthews, Gordon Smith, Mark and Anne Shephard, Phil and Kathryn Gaukroger,  Jan deWit, Ross Mathews, Peter Facy, Lynton, Karen and Michael Huxley, Judy Morton, Harold and Glenda Ross Fiona and Kevin O’Connor, Edith and Stuart St George.

VISITORS: David and Erica Tonkin, Rick Moore, Keryn Kay.
APOLOGIES: Ian Jackson, Rosemary Smith  Gary and Joan Vine. 

PREVIOUS MINUTES: The minutes of the previous General Meeting, 6th November 2009 and the AGM of February 27th 2009 were considered to be true records of those meetings. Moved; Doug Smith.        Seconded; Kevin O’Connor. Carried

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES:

No business arising.
CORRESPONDENCE: (Listed and available on the group’s web site.) 
Significant items received:

 1. Invitations for the Rotary Award nominations, through the Friends of Parks, are open. These include Volunteer of The Year and Ranger of the Year. If members consider someone in particular should be nominated please contact the president. 

2. The DEH Western Area are having a volunteer forum in Streaky Bay on March 26th. Members from FOGVD have been invited. No one present was able to attend. Trevor Coleman suggested Austin Eats be invited to represent our group at the meeting. ACTION: Neville Hudson
3. Members invited to check the Friends of Parks web site to take advantage of free workshops and training. http://www.communitywebs.org/FriendsofParks/   

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Bill Dowling –see Attachment 1.
TREASURER’S REPORT: 

The Treasurer, Shelagh Bond presented the Statement of Receipts and Expenditure for 2009 and read the comments of the Auditor, Bruce Evans. See Attachment 2.
There were no questions of the treasurer.

Motion: That the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. Moved; Shelagh Bond.      Seconded; Doug Smith.         CARRIED

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER: 

Shelagh Bond reminded members that fees for 2010 are due. Subscriptions are $25.00.

SALES MANAGER’S REPORT:

Doug Smith reported that the sale of the book “Shrubs and Trees of the Great Victorian Desert” is progressing slowly. He has sold 57 since November 2009. Anyone who has ideas or can help with the sale and promotion of the book is invited to contact Doug Smith, email dougsmith@picknowl.com.au phone (08) 8268 4625
LIASION RANGER - No report.

SAFETY OFFICER - No report.

SOCIAL COORDINATOR:

Jim Bond reported that the trip to the Salisbury Wetlands was well attended on September 27th ’09.  The lunch at the Watershed Café was enjoyed and Jim recommended it to others.  The Australia Day Picnic at West Beach was attended by a small group.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2010

All positions were declared vacant.

Trevor Coleman took the chair as Returning Officer. June Hudson minute secretary.

The outgoing committee were thanked for all the work they had done in the preceding year. 

RESULTS OF THE ELECTION: 

President: Neville Hudson. Nominated by Peter Facy, Seconded Bill Dowling.

Secretary: Gordon Smith. Nominated by Neville Hudson, Seconded Shelagh Bond

Treasurer: Ross Mathews. Nominated by Peter Facy, Seconded Shelagh Bond. 

Sales Manager: Doug Smith. Nominated by Neville Hudson, Seconded Bill Dowling. 


OTHER POSITIONS determined were: 

Editor: New committee to resolve. 



Minute Secretary: Gordon Smith 

Website management: Bill Dowling & Fiona O’Connor. 

Safety Officer: New Committee to resolve.              
Social Coordinator: Jim Bond
 

Supper Supervisor: Kathryn Gaukroger 

      Name tag officer: Trevor Coleman.  

Following the election of the office bearers these people are to be the signatories for the accounts during the next year (any two to sign cheques):

President: Neville Hudson.

Treasurer: Ross Mathews.

Sales Manager: Doug Smith

New president Neville Hudson took the chair. He thanked the previous office bearers especially Bill Dowling and acknowledged the strong team that had helped with the organization and planning.  

OTHER BUSINESS

T SHIRTS: Kathryn Gaukroger showed the group a sample of a TShirt for consideration as a club shirt. The group resolved to go ahead with a blue and gold shirt. Kathryn will circulate information to all members requesting them to order and pay individually.  Approximate cost is $22.00 each. Shirts may be available at the next meeting.

FORUM AT WOOMERA: Doug Smith reminded members about the Friends of Parks Forum at Woomera this year. It is being coordinated by Friends of Mound Springs. Doug urged members to register early through Ms Lesley Hunkin, Post Office Two Wells SA 5501.  email fos@chariot.net.au, phone (08) 8520 3794

DONATION OF BOOKS: Ruth Grugrich advised the group that she had several botany books to give away at the end of the meeting.

FRIENDS OF INNAMINCKA PARKS. Trevor Coleman advised the group that the FOIP in conjunction with DEH are coordinating a bird survey over the next three to five years. He invited bird watchers to assist. It may not be possible this year due to flooding but further information will be distributed. It was suggested that Birds SA be advised. ACTION: Huxley Family
2010 FIELD TRIP:

Peter Facy presented the proposal suggested by the Field Trip sub-committee (Peter Facy, Ian Jackson, Neville Hudson, Bill Dowling, Phil Gaukroger, Fiona and Kevin O’Connor) - see Attachment 3.

In summary, there will be two separate trips this year.  This will allow more people to participate while keeping the numbers manageable.  Please note, however, that both trips will be limited to 8 vehicles.  

1) Leaving Ceduna 22nd July arriving Coober Pedy 4th August. Led by Peter Facy. Main emphasis is Bird and Animal Tracking Surveys and vegetation photo points.

2) Leaving Ceduna 9th August arriving Coober Pedy 21st August. Led by Phil Gaukroger. Main emphasis is Vegetation Surveys.

If you are interested in participating, please read Attachment 3 and register with Peter Facy as soon as possible after the 11th March.  Call (08) 8338 7222 or email peterfacy@adam.com.au 

MEETING CLOSED at 9:10 pm. Supper followed

Next meeting on June 18th 7:30 pm where Geoffrey Sandford will be the guest speaker.  He will talk about his trips through the GVD with Simon Coxon in 1981 and 1986. The presentation will include some of the early history of exploration and slides from a surveyor who was on the original survey of the trig network through to WA. Meetings held at The Camden Park Community Centre, 7 Carlisle Street, Camden Park
ATTACHMENT 1

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Friends of the Great Victoria Desert Parks Annual General Meeting

7:30 pm, February 19th 2010

2009 was an interesting year for Friends of the GVD.  We consolidated our flora survey methodology and undertook training on fauna surveys in the desert’s eastern area – previously unsurveyed by our group.

This work took place during our productive annual field trip.  Twenty members in eleven vehicles travelled around 1400 kilometres in the desert, plus travel to and from home.  A DEH Volunteer Support Grant provided assistance with infrastructure and participants’ fuel costs.  We travelled north from Ceduna along Goog’s Track and several spur tracks, carrying out biological surveys along the way.  We completed six flora quadrat surveys, vouchering 170 specimens.  DEH consultant Rick Southgate and staff member Matt Ward provided around two full days of excellent training to all participants and numerous mammal, reptile and malleefowl tracking surveys were conducted.  Photopoint recording was undertaken at 26 vegetation sites and numerous opportunistic invertebrate and bird surveys were conducted.  The vehicle tracks and degraded areas around Goog’s Lakes were carefully mapped using GPS equipment and the results provided to the Ceduna DEH staff to inform planning for the impending rehabilitation of the area.

The success of the field trip was a direct result of careful planning and preparation by Peter Facy, Neville Hudson and Ian Jackson.  We must also thank Ceduna mining liaison ranger, James Tomlinson and our liaison ranger, Brett Dalzell for their support and advice.

Back home, sales of our plant identikit, Shrubs and Trees of the GVD, have been steady.  Members travelling interstate have left sample copies with outlets on the approaches to the desert, resulting in several bulk orders.  Our thanks go to stalwart sales manager, Doug Smith, for managing these sales and generating others.

Our website (www.fgvd.org.au) prompted several enquires during the year, including a couple of requests to help with research projects.  The field trips section has been reorganised, with each field trip now on a separate web page.  We have also added a new page on everybody’s favourite tree, the Ooldea Mallee.  On the recommendation of the SA State Library, our website has been archived by the National Library’s PANDORA project as a “site of state importance”.

Publicity has rolled along as usual.  I have been guest speaker at a few meetings, using the “Plants of the GVD” presentation.  Jan Forrest has brought out several editions of the Newsletter.  Our Information Sheet is regularly downloaded from the website and we can assume from this that travellers are using the sheet’s guide to our interpretative trail in the Mamungari Conservation Park.

On the policy front, we provided a submission to the Yellabinna Regional Reserve Ten Year Review (2000-2010) and comment on a mining exploration environmental impact report from Ahava Energy.  We also expressed support for the Friends of Parks call to quarantine Parks staff from drastic cuts proposed by the treasurer. 

Social events organised by Jim Bond were a trip to the Salisbury Wetlands and the regular Australia Day picnic.  Thanks to Jim, to Shelagh Bond for maintaining the treasury, to secretary Neville Hudson and minute secretary June Hudson, to Anne Beadell for posting the letters, to Doug Smith and Heather Woods for the books and the suppers, to the field trip organisers mentioned above and to all the other members who contributed to our considerable achievements in 2009.

Finally, to all members, please accept my thanks for making my two years as president enjoyable and fulfilling.  Working with a dedicated, hard working and knowledgeable bunch of people made it all very worthwhile.    

Bill Dowling, 19 February 2010

ATTACHMENT 2

ATTACHMENT 3

FRIENDS OF THE GREAT VICTORIA DESERT

FIELD TRIP 2010

 FIELD TRIP COMMITTEE REPORT TO THE GENERAL MEETING FRIDAY 19th FEBRUARY

The field trip this year will be run as two groups to reduce their size and allow more members to participate, each will be limited to a maximum of 8 vehicles and each will travel on quite separate two-week periods.

The first group organised by Peter Facy, will carry out Bird surveys, Animal track surveys and photographing of existing DEH vegetation plots. This group will leave Ceduna on Thursday morning 22nd July and travel via Maralinga, Emu and Tallaringa finishing in Coober Pedy on Wednesday 4th August.

The second group organised by Phil Gaukroger, will carry out new vegetation plot surveys between Maralinga and Emu and also if time permits, between Tallaringa Well and the Dog Fence on the Anne Beadell Highway. This group will leave Ceduna on Monday morning  9th of August and will travel the same route via Maralinga, Emu and Tallaringa finishing in Coober Pedy on Saturday 21st August.

Ian Jackson is making arrangements with Brett Dalzell in Ceduna to have both groups taken on a tour of the Maralinga village and bomb sites on the way through and has been advised by Brett that he expects this to be possible.

Registrations for the two Field Trips will open on Thursday 11th March to enable those who are unable to be present at this meeting and those who have the minutes sent by mail to not be disadvantaged.

Peter Facy 

On behalf of the Field Trip Committee

Registrations are to be directed to Peter Facy stating your first and second preference for which group you would like to join depending on your availability and particular interests. 

peterfacy@adam.com.au
70 Linden Avenue

Hazelwood Park SA 5066

08 8338 7222

I will be away until March 10th.  Until then, any queries can be directed to Ian Jackson or Phil Gaukroger:

ianjacks@chariot.net.au
Phil.gaukroger@internode.on.net
